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By Greg Clark 
The Joseph Smith Historic Site in 

Nauvoo, Illinois, has a lot of fixtures. 
Rick Savage is not one of them. 

It just seems like it. 
He has spent nearly 40 years—

since May 1976—working and walking 
on the same grounds once covered by 
Emma and Joseph Smith Jr. The im-

pact of all his time and effort? 
“Through his work maintaining the 

site, Rick has touched the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of people,” 
said Lach Mackay, director of the site. 

But aside from God’s love, nothing 
stays the same forever. Come June 3, 
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To Make a Donation 
Preserving and shar-

ing church heritage and 
telling the sacred story is 
both a privilege and a 
responsibility. 

To give to the Com-
munity of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation, call 
(217) 453-2246. 

An alternative is to 
send donations to P.O. 
Box 338, Nauvoo, IL 
62354. You also can give 
at www.HistoricSites 
Foundation.org. 
On the Web 

To stay up to date 
with foundation events, 
view striking photos, and 
learn contact informa-
tion, visit www.Historic  
SitesFoundation.org. 

Electronic Forum 
If you want The Fo-

rum electronically, visit 
www.HistoricSitesFoun-
dation.org. 
Visit Us on Facebook 
and Instagram 

The social network is 
a big hit with many his-
toric-site fans. Visit 
www.facebook.com and 
www.instagram.com to 
learn more.

New Directors: 
Crafts take reins 
at Heritage Plaza.  
p. 6.

Preserving & Sharing 
Church Heritage

Forty Years and Farewell

Board Member Peter Smith leads the singing of spirituals on the fall bus tour.

New Tour Expands 
View of History

By Greg Clark 
For Barb Gilbert the decision to go on a 

second bus tour was easy. 
After all, she had an incredible time on 

her first tour in 2014, visiting properties 
supported   by   the   Community   of   Christ

See Savage on page 7

2016 tour set 
When: October 3–16. 
Price: $1,799 per person for 

a double-occupancy room or 
$2,599 per person for a single-
occupancy room. 

Included: luxury bus, ho-
tels, admissions, most meals. 

Contact: visit HistoricSites-
Foundation.org or call (217) 
453-2246. See Tour on page 8

http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.instagram.com
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.instagram.com
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We Thank Donors for 2015 Support
Heritage Club Membership 
Leading Members 
Tim and Lynne Baller, Sioux City, IA 
Dean and Gladys Cox, Austin, TX 
Alan and  Kathy  Henderson, Logan, 

IA 
Robert Mell, Long Beach, CA 
Jeff and Susan Naylor, Oak Hill, VA 
Lieu and Helen Smith , Shell Knob, MO 
Donna Steele-Wendling, Brewton, AL 
Karen Wade, Los Alamitos, CA 

Patron Members 
Mildred Blevins, Independence, MO 
Kathryn Kiser Branson, Keokuk, IA 
Scott and Michelle Britton-Mehlisch, 

Lee’s Summit, MO 
Nancy Cervi, Kirtland, OH 
Jay and Almeta Harris, St. Louis, MO 
Robin Linkhart, Longmont, CO 
Jerry and Sandra Mogg, St. Joseph, 

MO 
Louise Morden, Lewiston, NY 
Lowell and Nancy Naber, Sleepy Hol-

low, IL 
Sally Roth, Overland Park, KS 
Edward and Norma Woods, Edmond, 

OK 

Sustaining Members 
Cara Clifford, Vienna, WV 
Paul and Cathy Colarusso, Conway, 

AR 
Peter and Kris Judd, Kansas City, MO 
Richard Kenney, Rego Park, NY 
Gordon Lambert, Marion, IL 
Joanne Lerud-Heck, Arvada, CO 
George Lund, Overland Park, KS 
Andrew Mills, St. Louis, MO 
Jay and Cherry Newcom, Westminster, 

CO 
Dennis and Mary Lou Piepergerdes, 

Excelsior Springs, MO 
David and Martha Romig, Katy, TX 
Calvin V. Stowell, Independence, MO 

Nathan and Kari Twombly, Blue 
Springs, MO 

Barb Walden, West Hartford, CT 
Jim and Marietta Walden, Ridgecrest, 

CA 
Sam and Judy Weston, Logan, UT 
Blair and Marian Wildermuth, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Clarice Young, Oakdale, MN 

Contributing Members 
Seth and Jennifer Bryant, Heber, UT 
Bill and Lela Ayers, Mesa, AZ 
Ronald and Jane Beckman, Omaha, NE 
Paul and Jacquie Bethel, Huntington 

Beach, CA 
Alma and Kay Blair, Lamoni, IA 
Andrew and Jewell Bolton, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Rex and Judi Boswell, Oak Grove, MO 
Kent Brooner, St. Joseph, MO 
Peter and Cherie Buletza, Spring Val-

ley, CA 

Ron and Judy Carter, Columbia, MO 
Greg and Sue Clark, Independence, 

MO 
Carol Constance, Blue Springs, MO 
Stephen and Stassi Cramm, St. 

Charles, MO 
Jim and Shari Craven, St. Peters, MO 
Beverly Cullen, Mesa, AZ 
Barbara Gilbert, Independence, MO 
Martha Harper, Lamoni, IA 
Marian Hassell, Richmond, VA 
David Kent, Mount Prospect, IL 
Lori Klockau, Iowa City, IA 
Charles and Patricia Lindstrom, Cor-

ryton, TN 
John and Anina Luff, Odessa, MO 
Gilbert, Mann, Pensacola, FL 
Larry and Diane Martin, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Tom and Vikki Morain, Lamoni, IA 
Jeanne Murphey, Glen Carbon, IL 
Christina Nagel, Independence, MO 
Gerald and Sally Oehring, Lincoln, NE 
Lee and Karen Ourth, Nauvoo, IL 
Randall and Mary Pratt, Lee’s Summit, 

MO 
Jerry, Scranton, Independence, MO 
Charles and Alice Shakespeare, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Faye Shaw, Holt, FL 
Ron and Martha Sherrard, Louisville, 

KY 
Pat and Judi Spillman, Independence, 

MO 
Joyce Swails, O’Fallon, MO  
Beverly Tyree, Iowa City, IA 
John and Gloria Weese, Columbus, OH 
Mary Jacks Whipple, Lee’s Summit, 

MO 
Stephen and Nancy Zahniser, 

Lawrence, KS 

Friends of the Foundation 

Renae Angeroth, Pleasant Hill, IA 

You Can Contribute 

to Don Albro Benches  
The late Don Albro spent 

years helping present, pre-
serve, and promote proper-
ties supported by the Com-
munity of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation. 

A fund to help honor his 
memory has raised $1,555 to 
provide two benches along 
the Mississippi River at the 
Joseph Smith Historic Site in 
Nauvoo, Illinois. 

If you’d like to contribute 
to future benches, please 
contact foundation Executive 
Director Barbara Walden at 
bwalden@HistoricSitesFounda
tion.org. You also may mail 
donations to P.O. Box 3308, 
Nauvoo, IL 62354.

mailto:bwalden@HistoricSitesFoundation.org
mailto:bwalden@HistoricSitesFoundation.org
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Ralph Aona, Kaneohe, HI 
Cameron Argotsinger, Atlanta, GA 
Dale and Juanita Argotsinger, Aurora, 

CO 
Julia Ashby, Grant City, MO 
Lloyd and Elaine Avery, Cheboygan, MI 
Charles and Sally Baldwin, Blue 

Springs, MO 
John and Cheryl Ballantyne, Betten-

dorf, IA 
Gary and Patricia Ballinger, Fallston, 

MD 
Kent and Diane Barnett, Fremont, CA 
Pamela Barton, Pontiac, MI 
Michael and Dian Bates, Wexford, PA 
Gary and Edith Beebe, Anaheim, CA 
David and Joyce Blair, Louisville, KY 
Howard and Junia Braby, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Neva Brickell, Jonesboro, AR 
Janelle Brooner, Independence, MO 
Colleen Brooner, St. Joseph, MO 
David Brown, Blue Springs, MO 
Jim and Beth Brown, Ormond Beach, FL 
Ruth Ann Brown, Beardstown, IL 
Ila June Brunner, Morro Bay, CA 
Sharon Burnett, Sioux City, IA 
Roberta Caldwell, Croswell, MI 
Carol Cease Campbell, Lexington, MI 
James Carson, Weeping Water, NE 
Vicki Cash, Independence, MO 
Patricia Church, Denver, CO 
Sharon Clothier, Independence, MO 
Sue Coleman, Simi Valley, CA 
Anita Colvin, Sequim, WA 
Clayton and Joann Condit, Phoenix, AZ 
Byron Constance, Independence, MO 
Dorothy Cook, Pensacola, FL 
Robert Cook, Macomb, IL 
Patricia Cote, Hampden, MA 
David Cottrell, Orlando, FL 
Janice Cramer, Independence, MO 
Elwyn and Karen Davis, Pittsburg, KS 
Paul Davis, Lamoni, IA 
Jack and Phyllis Davison, Macon, MO 
Tom De Witt, Nauvoo, IL 
Elbert and Esther Dempsey, Indepen-

dence, MO 

James and Dena DeVormer, Rockford, 
MI 

Daniel Diem, Evanston, IL 
Melba Jean Dixon, Farwell, MI 
John Charles Duffy and Olaiz Hugo, 

Oxford, OH 
David and Carolyn Ettinger, Council 

Bluffs, IA 
Donald and Kathleen Ewing, Long-

mont, CO 
Richard and Marla Faszholz, Berkeley, 

CA 
Isabella Fisher, Independence, MO 
Cynthia Frerking, Blue Springs, MO 
Tommy Fuller, Grandview, MO 
Galen Gibson, Northglenn, CO 
Barbara Godwin, Independence, MO 
Bruce and Janet Graham, Endfield, CT 
R.R. and Maxine, Greninger, Miami, OK 
Bobby and Patricia Hardin, Saginaw, MI 
David and Carla Harrington, Shenan-

doah, IA 
Ginny Hart, Independence, MO 
Don and Peggy Henson, Lamoni, IA 
David Hinkle, Chicago, IL 
Warren and Helen Hinkle, Bettendorf, 

IA 
Thomas Holt, Cicero, IL 
Richard and Barbara Howard, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Walter and Judith Hunter, Port St. Lu-

cie, FL 
W.R. and Alice Hyatt, Centennial, CO 
Wendie Jenkins, Phoenix, AZ 
Paul and Ann Jernigan, Mobile, AL 

Jane Johnson, Sanford, MI 
Darrel and Marilyn Kelty, Rosemead, 

CA 
Margaret Kent, Corydon, IA 
Marvin and Marion Kleinau, Carbon-

dale, IL 
Gerry Knoeller, Kirkwood, MO 
Gearl Koonce, Georgetown, TX 
William and Judy Kramer, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Bob and Diane Kyser, Independence, 

MO 
Garland and Sarah Land, Blue Springs, 

MO 
John and Dahna Loeding, Lapeer, MI 
Sam and Pat Marmoy, Independence, 

MO 
Jan Marshall, Independence, MO 
John and Becky Marvin, South Bend, 

WA 
James and Kathleen Mayer, Saginaw, 

MI 
Ronald and Joyce McCanless, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Gene and Marlene McIntosh, Springer-

ton, IL 
Richard and Dana Miller, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Mark and Kathryn Minton, Dallas, TX 
Meredith and Brenda Mitchell, Cedar 

Rapids, IA 
Bill and Sherry Morain, Lamoni, IA 
Robert and Janet Mortimore, Clio, IA 
Donald and Geraldine Myers, Portage, 

MI 
Jerry Naylor, Scotch Grove, IA 
David and Doreen Netter, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Ethel Nii, Los Angeles, CA 
John and Mary Lou Noble, Punta Gor-

da, FL 
Allison Norwood, Warrensburg, MO 
William and Ila Palmer, New Port 

Richey, FL 
Carole Parson, St. Joseph, MO 
Georgia Payne, Lincoln, NE 
Clayton Pearce, Austin, TX 
Don and Arlene Pike, Diamond Bar, CA 

You Can Help 
Donating or working as a 

volunteer at properties sup-
ported by the Community of 
Christ Historic Sites Foundation 
can prove to be enriching. 

For more information, call 
(217) 453-2246, visit www.His-
toricSitesFoundation.org, or 
send mail to P.O. Box 338, 
Nauvoo, IL 62354.

http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
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Mary Randall, Flint, MI 
Gerald and Cynthia Ray, Marion, IL 
Andrea Read, Independence, MO 
Veronica Reither Reese, Lakewood, CO 
Gordon and Sue Rhine, Marion, IL 
Don and Evelyn Richardson, Nauvoo, IL 
Kathy Robinson, Independence, MO 
Gregory and Carolyn Rockhold, 

Smithville, MO 
Blake Rosbury, Louisville, 

KY 
LeRoy Roth, Lincoln, NE 
Maurice and June Russell, 

Independence, MO 
Bill and Lois Russell, La-

moni, IA 
Larry and Audrey 

Sanderson, Port Lud-
low, WA 

John Saur, Iowa City, IA 
Mark and Rita Scherer, 

Independence, MO 
Delores Schiefelbein, 

Janesville, WI 
Ward and Donnie Serig, 

Pensacola, FL 
Steven Shields, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Kathleen Shockley, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Peter Smith , Odessa, FL 
Steve and Joan Smith, 

Seattle, WA 
John and Ruth Smith, 

Blue Springs, MO 
Lorren Steele, Jones-

boro, IL 
Lester and Joyce Stevenson, Lamoni, IA 
Elaine Stienon, Ann Arbor, MI 
Betty and Ken Stobaugh, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Norma Storms, Raytown, MO 
Greg Sutherland, Ellston, IA  
Norman and Darleen Swails, Lee’s 

Summit, MO 
Gayle Thistlethwaite, Dekalb, IL 
Jack and Ginny Tigner, Coleman, MI 

Richard and Marjorie Troeh, Indepen-
dence, MO 

Wilma Urbaniak, Pensacola, FL 
Glenna Van Buskirk, Kirtland, OH 
Dolores Vest, Pensacola, FL 
Dale and Esther Volz, Minden City, MI 
Wade Wallace, Lamoni, IA 
Dale and Erma Warren, Fairfield, IL 

Daniel and Jane Watkins, Binghamton, 
NY 

William Webb, Independence, MO 
Lew and Alice Weigand, Bellevue, NE 
Joe and Betty Wellington, Edmond, OK 
Julie Werner, Willoughby, OH 
Dan and Elizabeth Whittemore, Den-

ver, CO 
Joyce Wilcox, La Mesa, CA 
Jerry and Barbara Wiley, Independence, 

MO 

Ralph and Carolyn Williams, Indepen-
dence, MO 

John and Jann Wolf, Clare, MI 
Dennis and Sharon Wood, Olathe, KS 
Susan Woods, Midwest City, OK 
Ina Worthington, Cheboygan, MI 
Lynda Yarrington, Independence, MO 
Dennis and DeAun Young, Buckner, 

MO 
Alan Zahniser, Lee’s 
Summit, MO 

Generous Support-
ers 
Anonymous 
Carol Armstrong, Inde-
pendence, MO 
R.G. and Elizabeth Bar-
bour, Mobile, AL 
Gary and Cheryl Barnett, 
Longmont, CO 
Joe Bayless, Indepen-
dence, MO 
Mary Boren, Indepen-
dence, MO 
Bonny Lou Briggs, Inde-
pendence, MO 
Kenneth and Jean 
Brookens, Indepen-
dence, MO 
L.D. Brundidge, Salem, 
OR 
Audrey Bryant, Wells-
burg, WV 
Church History Library, 
c/o A. Hennick, Church 

of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, UT 

Max Coopwood, Loveland, CO 
Dennis and Dona Cunningham, Cuya-

hoga Falls, OH 
Brian Elkins, Westland, MI 
Dean Faust, Des Moines, IA 
J.B. Folster, Meridian, ID 
Gilbert and Bonnie Fox, East Jordan, MI 
Donald Fraidenburg, Grand Blanc, Mi 
Dan French, Gladwin, MI 

Thanks to your generosity we are able to share church heritage 
and preservation at Storyteller programs like the one in the 
Phoenix Central Congregation.
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Sandra Gamet, Independence, MO 
Les Gardner, Lamoni, IA 
George Wamsley Estate, Wheaton, IL 
David and Joan Guthrie, Johnstown, 

CO 
Charles and Lois Harric, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Nick and Merilou Hartwig, Lamoni, IA 
Earl and Joanne Hayward, Alma, MI 
Patricia, Henshaw Independence, MO 
Mark and Cherie Hensley, Lamoni, IA 
Jerry Howard, Fort Wayne, IN 
Rand Irons, Washington, DC 
Mary Jo and Richard Jackel, Lamoni, IA 
Roxy Kellogg, Independence, MO 
Michael and Sheila Klinebriel, Rock-

bridge, OH 
Elsie Kornman, Longview, TX 
Elaine Martens, Independence, MO 
Robert and Marianne Mathena, Oma-

ha, NE 
Penelope McCurdy, Independence, MO 
Norma Mercurio, Westerville, OH 
Joan Munter, Salem, IL 
Jim Needham, Kansas City, KS 
Phyllis O’Daniels, Creston, IA 
Jim Owen, Dundee, MI 
LaDon Piepergerdes, Independence, 

MO 
Jimmie Radliff, Shenandoah, TX 
Donna Robbins, San Jacinto, CA 
Nolan Scarberry, Grove, OK 
John and Eloise Snider, Kansas City, 

MO 
Bonnie Sparks, Independence, MO 
Robert and Cheryl Stark, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Shea Swickle, Littleton, CO 
Eleanor Wagner, Delta, CO 
Robert and Janet Webster, Solon, IA 
Larry and Dorcas Wilkinson, Cascade, 

CO 
Edward and Norma Woods-Treas., 

Woods Family Charitable Founda-
tion, Edmond, OK 

Dale and Beverly Zimmerman, Punta 
Gorda, FL 

Community of Christ Partners 
Azalea Winter Reunion 
Beacon Heights Congregation, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Carbondale Congregation, Carbon-

dale, IL 
Cincinnati Congregation, Cincinnati, 

OH 
Costa Mesa Congregation, Costa 

Mesa, CA 
Deerhaven Winter Reunion/Florida 

USA Mission Center, Lakeland, FL 
Fort Wayne Congregation, Fort Wayne, 

IN 
Gatchelville Congregation, New Free-

dom, PA 
Kirtland Storytellers, Kirtland, OH 
Lamoni Congregation, Lamoni, IA 
Marion Congregation, Marion, MI 
Onset Congregation, Onset, MA 
Orange Congregation, Orange, CA 
Park of the Pines Reunion, Charlotte, 

MI 
Red Cliffe Reunion/Inland West USA 

Mission Center, Spokane Valley, WA 
Rocky Mountain USA Mission Center 

Reunion 
2015 Historic Sites Bus Tour 

Restricted Gifts 
Joseph Smith Historic Site, Nauvoo, 
Illinois 
Dean and Gladys Cox, Austin, TX 
Myron and Dee Ann Crangle, Sioux 

Falls, SD 

Donna, Steele-Wendling, Brewton, AL 

Don and Elsie Albro Memorial 
Bench, Nauvoo, IL 
Tim and Lynne Baller, Sioux City, IA 
Dana and Diane Billings, Hebron, CT 
Audrey Chambers, Independence, MO 
Dennis and Beth Cockcroft, Mansfield, 

MA 
Hartford Congregation, Hartford, CT 
Patricia Cote, Hampden, MA 
Cynthia Frerking, Blue Springs, MO 
Bruce and Janet Graham, Enfield, CT 
Chris and Eleanor Koehler, Dennis 

Port, MA 
Evelyn Larson, Onset, MA 
Gerald and JoEllen McNamara, Foxbor-

ough, MA 
Jeff and Susan Naylor, Oak Hill, VA 
Margaret Robley, Warwick, RI 
Kristin Smith, Pepperell, MA 
Jerry Stone, Camden, ME 
Glenna Van Buskirk, Kirtland, OH 
Karen Wade, Los Alamitos, CA 
Barb Walden, West Hartford, CT 
Bill and Roberta Walton, Onset, MA 
Bruce and Louise Whipple, West Mel-

bourne, FL 
Cheryl Yost, Lincoln, NE 

Kirtland Temple, Kirtland, OH 
Tim and Lynne Baller, Sioux City, IA 
Karl and Joyce Anderson, Lyndhurst, 

OH 
Peter and Cheryl Buletza, Newbury-

port, MA 
Reed Merrill, Logan, UT 
Jerry and Sandra Mogg, St. Joseph, MO 
Jeanette Schmidt, Carmichael, CA 

Joseph Smith III’s Liberty Hall 
Martha Harper, Lamoni, IA 
Don and Jan Keairnes, Lamoni, IA 
Steve and Joan Smith, Seattle, WA 

Plano Stone Church, Plano, IL 
Jack and Phillis Davison, Macon, MO 

Time to Volunteer 
Serving as a volunteer at 

properties supported by the 
Community of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation is rewarding, 
essential, and uplifting. 

It can change your life and 
help others. 

For more information, 
contact Lachlan Mackay at 
lmackay@CofChrist.org or 
(217) 453-2246. 
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By Greg Clark 
In early December Jim and 

Cheryl Craft, pausing from deco-
rating for Christmas, talked about 
spring plans to leave their Olathe, 
Kansas, home—a move of about 
35 miles and 108 years. 

At first glance the move to In-
dependence, Missouri, seems per-
plexing. After all, the Crafts 
worked hard in their careers, set-
tled into a spacious, modern 
house, and then retired. So why 
are they giving up their stylish 
digs for a home built in 1908? 

Put simply, they see it as an 
adventure. 

You see, that old home, the 
Joseph Luff House, comes with the 
responsibility of serving as the 
new site directors of Heritage 
Plaza, just west of the Temple. Af-
ter some repairs are made to the 
Luff House, they’ll move in time 
for the crowds brought by Com-
munity of Christ’s World Confer-
ence, June 4–11. Heritage Plaza’s 
other properties, two of the oldest 
in Jackson County, are the F.M. 
Smith Study and Flournoy House. 
They date from the 1830s. 

So what led up to this move? 
“We’ve been volunteering in 

Nauvoo (at the Joseph Smith His-
toric Site in Illinois) for eight to 10 
years,” Cheryl said, noting that 
their daughter, Christin Mackay, 
works there. “We really enjoy 
that.” Jim explained further: “I re-
tired in ’07, and we started going 
two or three weeks at a time, on 
occasion. I have gone over in the 
morning, and given tours.” 

They know the move will 
present challenges, but they’re ex-
cited. 

“In a way, it’s like stepping 
back,” Cheryl said. “It’s unique. It 

wouldn ’ t be for 
everybody, but for 
us it will be just 
fine. I think life is 
the great adventure. 
What better could 
you do with your 
l i f e t h e n s e r v e 
God?” 

T h e i r b a c k-
grounds prepared 
them. Both majored 
in history in college 
at Graceland Col-
lege, “so we enjoy 
sharing the legacy 
w i t h v i s i t o r s , ” 
Cheryl said. “This 
will be fun for us.” 

Cheryl spent her 
career as an educa-
tor. Now that Jim has retired from 
General Motors he occasionally 
substitute teaches. For both, that 
experience—and of having served 
as volunteers—will prepare them 
for helping visitors at Heritage 
Plaza. 

“When I taught history, I told 
students they were part of history 
every day,” Cheryl said. “We 
choose how we react to that. A big 
part of history is determining 
where we want to go in the future. 
When we have volunteered at Nau-
voo the witnessing is amazing. It’s 
amazing to hear their stories and 
share our stories, and quite often 
it leads to a conversation about 
the church. 

“I think that’s probably at the 
root of why we’re doing this.” 

Jim added: “We have an oppor-

tunity…to tell what these build-
ings mean to us. Sometimes those 

are the best experiences you can 
have.” 

He said there would be ex-
panded hours throughout the 
busy summer season for tourists, 
with lessened schedules in the 
spring and fall. In addition the 
Crafts, both elders who are former 
pastors, will spend time working 
at the Temple. 

Though the move won’t hap-
pen until spring, they’ve already 
spent one night in the house. It 
was a bit scary. They kept hearing 
spooky noises. At first they 
thought somebody was trying to 
break in. Turns out the wind was 
whipping some overgrown bushes 
against the house in the wind. 

The Crafts survived that, and 
now they’re looking forward to 
their adventure…and another 
blessing. 

Their son, Jim, is an attorney 
with the church. A few months 
ago he became a father, so now 
the Crafts will be near their new 
grandchild. It’s a wonderful way to 
look to the future while dwelling 
in a piece of the past. 

Crafting Service 
at Heritage Plaza



Rick will say goodbye to the 
Homestead, Mansion House, Nau-
voo House, and more. Shortly 
thereafter he’ll head to St. Louis, 
get married, and begin a new part 
of his life. 

He’ll take with him decades of 
memories, lots of good wishes, 
and the respect of people who 
have worked with him. 

“He knows how to fix any-
thing, said Linda Etchison, a staff 
member. “He knows what’s under 
and what’s over every site on the 
property.” 

On his first day of work, Sav-
age said he probably was think-
ing: “Am I ready for this? I had no 
idea what maintenance was all 
about. You learn as you go. I 
learned an awful lot in last 40 
years.” 

And it hasn’t all involved car-
pentry, landscaping, roofing, and 
snow removal. 

“I’ve seen growth in my spiri-

tual life.” 
He explained that 

he had left the church 
as a teenager when his 
parents divorced. “I 
started going to church 
in Nauvoo, and my 
spiritual life turned 
around.” 

He spent nearly 30 
years as a deacon and 
now is a priest. He 
credits God with get-
ting him through a lot 
of tough times, includ-
ing the death of his 
wife 11 years ago. 

 “ I cou ldn ’ t go 
through what I did with 
the loss of my wife if I 
didn’t have God on my 
side.” 

Rick’s fingerprints 
are on virtually every 
building at the historic 
site. Lach said he also 
has been responsible 
for more than 40 acres 
of grounds and various 
pieces of machinery. 
He’s especially adept at wood-
working and has enjoyed making 
many items sold at the Red Brick 
Store. And through it all he has 
built a reputation for reliability. 

“I have always taken great 
comfort in knowing that no mat-
ter what time of the day or night, 
Rick was not far away and would 
answer the call, whether it was a 
false alarm or a maintenance cri-
sis,” Lach said. “I am thrilled for 
Rick that he has found a life-part-
ner, but I’m sorry for the site and 
church that we will lose his exper-
tise and knowledge. 

“The site can’t operate with-
out people like Rick to keep it 
beautiful and well maintained.” 

Lach noted that Rick, a de-
scendant of Joseph Smith Sr. and 
Lucy Mack Smith, has seen a lot of 
changes (such as the opening of a 
Mormon temple) during his time 

in Nauvoo. 
Rick’s impact has been felt 

beyond the boundaries of the his-
toric site. He’s been a volunteer 
firefighter for over 20 years and 
an EMT about 15 years. At 65, he 
said he won’t pursue those jobs 
when he moves. “Being a fire-
fighter is a young man’s game.” 

He does hold out the possibil-
ity of landing a part-time job, con-
tinuing woodworking, traveling (“I 
like the outdoors, hiking, and 
spending time in God’s beautiful 
nature”), and singing. 

But he’ll always carry with him 
respect for the people he worked 
with. 

“Without volunteers this place 

couldn’t run. We need volunteers 

to share our story. We need peo-

ple to realize that history is part 

of our life as a church.”
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How to Help Preserve 

and Share Heritage  
People give to the Com-

munity of Christ Historic Sites 
Foundation for many reasons. 

Some give because they’re 
impressed with the properties 
the foundation supports. Oth-
ers give because the sites 
have been a key to their reli-
gious development.  

Still others give for many 
other reasons. 

Your donations are appre-
ciated. To give to the Founda-
tion, call (217) 453-2246, visit 
www.HistoricSitesFounda-
tion.org, or send mail to P.O. 
Box 338, Nauvoo, IL 62354.

Savage 
Continued from Page 1
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Make a Donation, 
Aid Preservation 

Preserving and sharing 
church heritage and telling the 
sacred story of our journey is a 
privilege and a responsibility. 

To help the Community of 
Christ Historic Sites Foundation 
fulfill that mission, call (217) 
453-2246 to make a donation. 

Another alternative is to 
send donations to P.O. Box 338, 
Nauvoo, IL 62354. 

You also can donate at   
w w w . H i s t o r i c S i t e s F o u n d a 
tion.org. 

Volunteers Needed 
To volunteer at a historic site 

supported by the Community of 
Christ Historic Sites Foundation, 
call Lachlan Mackay at (217) 
453-2246 or e-mail him at 
lmackay@CofChrist.org.

Community of Christ 
Historic Sites Foundation 
P.O. Box 338 
Nauvoo, IL 623354

Historic Sites Foundation. She and 
the other travelers also caught 
some fall foliage, stopped at the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooper-

stown, New York, and  
visited Niagara Falls. 
She knew it would be 
tough to top that trip, 
but the one in the fall 
of 2015 was even bet-

ter. Besides the church-related his-
tory sites, it broadened its itinerary 
to fit the theme borrowed from a 
hymn: “For Everyone Born.” 

That meant adding stops to the 
Gettysburg battleground in Penn-
sylvania; the Women’s Rights Na-
tional Historical Park in Seneca 
Fa l l s , New York; Colonia l 

Williamsburg in Virginia; Wash-
ington, D.C., and more.  

The event was so popular that 
another tour is scheduled October 
3–16 this fall. 

The sites were entertaining, 
educational, and inspirational. But 
Gilbert, from Independence, Mis-
souri, found another benefit. 

“I don’t think you ever can ex-
perience something like that with-
out growing spiritually and theo-
logically. We’re never the same 
when we come back.” 

Because she had been to 
church-related historic sites multi-
ple times, she was particularly 
drawn to the new attractions 
(though she admitted she still got a 
lot from stopping at the church 
sites again). Gettysburg captivated 
her, especially because of the ef-

forts of a reenactor who helped the 
group. 

“It was amazing. This fellow…
knew all the information. He really 
made the battlefield come alive.” 
Other sites also thrilled her, espe-
cially the women’s suffrage muse-
um. “The idea of women and the 
different cultures…we were all 
excited about that. It opened up a 
lot of new doors, new thoughts.” 

But Gilbert found that half the 
fun was getting there. The educa-
tional movies, the stories, and the 
camaraderie all played roles. 

“Just being with the group was 
really special. It was people from 
all over—different personalities 
and types—and yet everybody 
seemed to kind of fit. They accept-
ed each other and went together.” 

Just like the hymn. 

Tour 
Continued from Page 1
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