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To Make a Donation 
Preserving and shar-

ing church heritage and 
telling the sacred story is 
both a privilege and a 
responsibility. 

To give to the Com-
munity of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation, call 
(217) 453-2246. 

An alternative is to 
send donations to P.O. 
Box 338, Nauvoo, IL 
62354. You also can give 
at www.HistoricSites 
Foundation.org. 
On the Web 

To stay up to date 
with foundation events, 
view striking photos, and 
learn contact informa-
tion, visit www.Historic  
SitesFoundation.org. 

Electronic Forum 
If you want The Fo-

rum electronically, visit 
www.HistoricSitesFoun-
dation.org. 
Visit Us on Facebook 
and Instagram 

The social network is 
a big hit with many his-
toric-site fans. Visit 
www.facebook.com and 
www.instagram.com to 
learn more.

Foundation 
plays key role in 
new church his-
tory team. P. 6

Preserving & Sharing 
Church Heritage

See Bryant, page 7

By Greg Clark 
You could call 

him a history lover. 
You could call 

him a religious con-
vert. 

You could call 
him a youth advo-
cate, a military vet-
e r a n , a b r i d g e -
builder. 

You’d be right in 
all cases. 

Seth Bryant, the 
new site director at 
the Kirtland Temple 
in Ohio, brings traits 
from all five roles to 
the position he as-
sumed January 1. 

Those qualities 
are what leaders say 
will make him a 
good fit. The oppor-
tun i ty , however , 
surprised Bryant. 

He said the invi-

Bryant Finds a New Call 
     in an Old Place: Kirtland

Seth Bryant has taken the reins as the site director.

Tour to England, 
Wales at a Glance 

What: Trip to England and 
Wales will highlight places in 
missionary history, Dunfield 

House, Stonehenge, Windsor 
Castle, Roman Baths, London, 

and more. 
When: May 2–11, 2017.  

Foundation Tour Prepares to Embark
on a Historic Sites Trip across the Pond

By Greg Clark 
For former Apostle Andrew Bolton, May’s 

trip to England and Wales won’t be just a tour; 
it will be a pilgrimage. 

For Barbara Walden, executive director of 
the Community of Christ Historic Sites Foun-
dation, it will be a chance to “walk the paths 
once journeyed by the first missionaries to 
Great Britain 180 years ago and learn the sto-
ries behind the people they encountered.” 

See Tour, page 6
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We Thank Donors for 2016 Support
Heritage Club Members, 
Leading Members 
($2,500 and above) 
Tim and Lynne Baller, Sioux City, IA 
Peter and Cherie Buletza, Newburyport, 

MA 
Dean and Gladys Cox, Austin, TX 
Jack and Phillis Davison, Macon, MO 
Alan and Kathryn Henderson, Logan, IA 
Robert Mell, Long Beach, CA 
Lieu and Helen Smith, Shell Knob, MO 
Karen Wade, Los Alamitos, CA 

Patron Members 
($1,000–$2,499) 
Anonymous 
Mildred Blevins, Independence, MO 
Kent & Jenelle Brooner, St. Joseph, MO 
Nancy Cervi, Kirtland, OH 
Charles and Catherine Greenberg, 

Okeechobee, FL 
Jerry and Sandra Mogg, St. Joseph, MO 
Louise Morden, Lewiston, NY 
Kathleen McGuire, Santa Barbara, CA 
Jeff and Susan Naylor, Oak Hill, VA 
William and Ila Palmer, New Port 

Richey, FL 
Sally Roth, Overland Park, KS 
David and Dona Tiffany, Grand Junc-

tion, CO 
Kay Wade, Torrance, CA 
Edward and Norma Woods, Edmond, 

OK 

Sustaining Members 
($500–$999) 
Scott and Michelle Britton Mehlisch, 

Lee’s Summit, MO 
Seth and Jennifer Bryant, Kirtland, OH 
Norma Byrn, Independence, MO 
Cara Clifford, Vienna, WV 
Judith Edmunds, Warrensburg, MO 
Sharon Gernaat, McBain, MI 
John and Morgan Gilbert, Lexington, MI 
Peter and Kris Judd, Kansas City, MO 
Richard Kenney, Rego Park, NY 
Gordon Lambert, Marion, IL 
Charles and Patricia Lindstrom, Corry-

ton, TN 
Robin Linkhart, Longmont, CO 
George Lund, Overland Park, KS 
Gilbert Mann, Pensacola, FL 
Leonard and Claudia Mussell, 

Chatsworth, CA 
Jay and Cherry Newcom, Westminster, 

CO 

Linda Read, Chino Hills, CA 
Gordon and Sue Rhine, Marion, IL 
David and Martha Romig, Katy, TX 
Peter Smith, Odessa, FL 
Donna Steele-Wendling, Brewton, AL 
Donald and Melissa Swick, Charleston, 

WV 
Nathan and Kari Twombly, Blue 

Springs, MO 
Lee Varvaro, Gillette, WY 
Jim and Marietta Walden, Ridgecrest, 

CA 
Barb Walden, West Hartford, CT 

Contributing Members 
($250–$499) 
John and Cheryl Ballantyne, Bettendorf, 

IA 
Joe Bayless, Independence, MO 
Ronald and Jane Beckman, Omaha, NE 
Alma and Kay Blair, Lamoni, IA 
Ron and Judy Carter, Columbia, MO 
Brendan and Alexa Cary, Camden 

Point, MO 
Greg and Sue Clark, Independence, MO 
Byron Constance, Independence, MO 
Carol Constance, Blue Springs, MO 
Dorothy Cook, Pensacola, FL 
David Cottrell, Orlando, FL 
Jim and Shari Craven, St. Peters, MO 
Scott and Laura Fisher, Naples, FL 

Gerald and Lois Giddens, San 
Clemente, CA 

Barbara Gilbert, Independence, MO 
Steven and Madora Graffeo, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Marian Hassell, Richmond, VA 
David Kent, Mount Prospect, IL 
Bob and Diane Kyser, Independence, 

MO 
Rick Lagattuta, Thousand Oaks, CA 
Joanne Lerud-Heck, Arvada, CO 
Lach and Christin Mackay, Nauvoo, IL 
Bill and Sherry Morain, Lamoni, IA 
Gerald and Sally Oehring, Lincoln, NE 
Brenda Parkes, Overland Park, KS 
Don and Arlene Pike, Diamond Bar, CA 
Don and Evelyn Richardson, Nauvoo, IL 
Jerry Scranton, Independence, MO 
Pat and Judi Spillman, Independence, 

MO 
Beverly Tyree, Iowa City, IA 
John and Gloria Weese, Columbus, OH 
Mary Jacks Whipple, Lee’s Summit, MO 
Blair and Marian Wildermuth, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Clarice Young, Oakdale, MN 
Stephen and Nancy Zahniser, 

Lawrence, KS 

Friends of the Foundation 
($50–$249) 
Renae Angeroth, Pleasant Hill, IA 
Ralph Aona, Kaneohe, HI 
Cameron Argotsinger, Atlanta, GA 
Dale and Juanita Argotsinger, Aurora, 

CO 
Charles and Sally Baldwin, Blue 

Springs, MO 
Abby Banks, Lenexa, KS 
Shirley and Lyle Bardsley, Omaha, NE 
Kent and Diane Barnett, Fremont, CA 
Ken and Laura Beckman, Omaha, NE 
Gary and Edith Beebe, Anaheim, CA 
Steven and Vicki Beebe, Mayville, MI 
Thomas and Kathleen Bennett, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Debra Bigger, Croswell, MI 
David and Joyce Blair, Louisville, KY 
Dale and Marla Blevins, Independence, 

MO 
Andrew and Jewell Bolton, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Howard and Junia Braby, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Jim and Beth Brown, Ormond Beach, FL 
David Brown, Blue Springs, MO 
Roberta Caldwell, Croswell, MI 

Share Your Object, 
Share Your Story  

We invite you to submit a 
photo and story of a historic ob-
ject, place, document, etc., that 
you believe tells the unique story 
of Community of Christ. 

Your submission could be a 
book, image, decorative piece, 
clothing, or photograph of a 
place or historic marker. 

We would like to feature your 
object and story in our online 
exhibit. 

And you’ll enjoy seeing what 
other folks contribute by telling 
their piece of the story. 

Please visit the Community of 
Christ Historic Sites Foundation 
website at www.historicsites-
foundation.org. 
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Glen and Vivian Campbell, Lam-
oni, IA 

Ann and Jim Carson, Weeping Wa-
ter, NE 

Sharon Clothier, Independence, 
MO 

Micheline Coen, Elkhart, KS 
Ramona and Gary Collins, Kansas 

City, MO 
Clayton and Joann Condit, 

Phoenix, AZ 
Nancy Cornish, Warwick, RI 
Patricia Cote, Hampden, MA 
Cheryl and James Craft, Olathe, 

KS 
Janice Cramer, Independence, MO 
Emil Cross Jr., Bella Vista, AR 
Penelope Curry, Apple Valley, MN 
Jerry and Emma Dale, Stillwater, 

OK 
Steven and Shirley Davidson, Kirt-

land, OH 
Tillieann Davidson, Kirtland, OH 
James and Dena DeVormer, Rock-

ford, MI 
Daniel Diem, Evanston, IL 
Melba Jean Dixon, Farwell, MI 
Norma Elgan, Independence, MO 
David and Carolyn Ettinger, Coun-

cil Bluffs, IA 
Richard and Marla Faszholz, 

Berkeley, CA 
Richard and Jody Fielder, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Isabella Fisher, Independence, MO 
Gilbert and Bonnie Fox, East Jor-

dan, MI 
Cynthia Frerking, Blue Springs, 

MO 
Tommy and Jackie Fuller, Grand-

view, MO 
Galen Gibson, Northglenn, CO 
Mildred Gintz, Torrance, CA 
Joseph Glandon, Pickerington, OH 
Russell Godfrey, Independence, 

MO 
Larry Green, Mondamin, IA 
R.R. and Maxine Greninger, Mia-

mi, OK 
Richard and Diana Guthrie, Mount 

Hope, KS 
Mike and Debi Hale, Olathe, KS 
Bobby and Patricia Hardin, Sagi-

naw, MI 
Ronald and Barbara Harmon, In-

dependence, MO 
Ronald and Joyce Harmon, La-

grange, OH 
David and Carla Harrington, 

Shenandoah, IA 
Glen and Joy Harris, Thousand 

Oaks, CA 
Lisa Hedrick, Bolingbrook, IL 
Don and Peggy Henson, Lamoni, 

IA 
David Hinkle, Chicago, IL 
Warren and Helen Hinkle, Betten-

dorf, IA 
Ivan and Bonnie Hollar, Fairfield, 

IL 
Richard and Barbara Howard, In-

dependence, MO 
Richard and Barbara Hughes, Blue 

Springs, MO 
Walter and Judith Hunter, Port St. 

Lucie, FL 
Floyd and Verlyn Hursh, Warrens-

burg, MO 
Rand Irons, Washington, DC 
Wendie Jenkins, Phoenix, AZ 
Paul and Ann Jernigan, Mobile, AL 
Patricia Justice, San Diego, CA 
Frederick and Joyce Keenan, Lee’s 

Summit, MO 
Margaret Kent, Corydon, IA 
Gerry Knoeller, Kirkwood, MO 
Gearl Koonce, Georgetown, TX 
William and Judy Kramer, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Denise Leichter, Lake Balboa, CA 
Marvin and Milda Lewis, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Marion Lindquist, Chatsworth, IL 
John and Dahna Loeding, Lapeer, 

MI 
John and Sherry MacGregor, Ann 

Arbor, MI 
Kay Mader, Independence, MO 
Sherri Mann, Hartselle, AL 
Sam and Pat Marmoy, Indepen-

dence, MO 
John and Becky Marvin, South 

Bend, WA 
Max Matthews, McAllen, TX 
Anthony and Jeanie Mayer, Twin 

Falls, ID 
Cheryl McGraw, Prospect, KY 
Gene and Marlene McIntosh, 

Springerton, IL 
Gary McLean, Jacksonville Beach, 

FL 
Grant and Joyce McMurray, Inde-

pendence, MO 
David and Jacqueline Mehlisch, 

Fort Myers, FL 
Stan and Gail Mengel, Blue 

Springs, MO 
Mark and Kathryn Minton, Dallas, 

TX 
Meredith and Brenda Mitchell, 

Cedar Rapids, IA 
Wilfred and Coretta Miyashiro, 

Gardena, CA 
Bruce and Sandy Moore, La Verne, 

CA 
Tom and Vikki Morain, Lamoni, IA 
Bill Morris, Thompsonville, IL 
Robert and Janet Mortimore, Clio, 

IA 
Colleen Moss, Puyallup, WA 
David and Jacqueline Mueller, Tal-

lahassee, FL 
Jeanne Murphey, Glen Carbon, IL 
Donald and Geraldine Myers, 

Portage, MI 
Christina Nagel, Independence, 

MO 
Bill and Sandra Naylor, Indepen-

dence, MO 
James and Amber Newcom, Coun-

cil Bluffs, IA 
Ethel Nii, Los Angeles, CA 
John and Mary Lou Noble, Punta 

Gorda, FL 
Lee and Karen Ourth, Nauvoo, IL 
Carole Parson, St. Joseph, MO 
Sandy and Bob Paschall, O’Fallon, 

IL 
Georgia Payne, Lincoln, NE 
Clayton Pearce, Austin, TX 
Dennis and Mary Lou, Pieper-

You Can Help 
Donating or working as a vol-

unteer at properties supported by 
the Community of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation can prove to be 
enriching. 

For more information, call 
(217) 453-2246, visit www.His-
toricSitesFoundation.org, or send 
mail to P.O. Box 338, Nauvoo, IL 
62354.

http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
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gerdes, Excelsior Springs, MO 
Randall and Mary Pratt, Lee’s 

Summit, MO 
Lee Ann Pretzman, Columbus, OH 
Daniel and Angele Proctor, Keokuk, 

IA 
Reginald Rabidue, Flushing, MI 
Thomas Rastle, Escondido, CA 
Gerald and Cynthia Ray, Marion, IL 
Andrea Read, Independence, MO 
Lynn Roberts, Auburn, WA 
Emma J. (Vicki) Ross, Pittsburgh, 

PA 
Maurice and June Russell, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Bill and Lois Russell, Lamoni, IA 
Larry and Audrey Sanderson, Port 

Ludlow, WA 
Delores Schiefelbein, Janesville, WI 
Greg and Judy Schieszer, Prairie 

Village, KS 
Martha Schmidgall, Avon, IN 
Chris and Terry Scott, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Dick and Gael Self, Oviedo, FL 
Linda Sherer, Woodbine, IA 
Steve and Joan Smith, Seattle, WA 
Debra Stephens, Honey Creek, IA 
Elaine Stienon, Ann Arbor, MI 
Betty and Ken Stobaugh, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Calvin V. Stowell, Independence, 

MO 
Norman and Darleen Swails, Lee’s 

Summit, MO 
Marlene Swanson, Omaha, NE 
Gayle Thistlethwaite, Dekalb, IL 
Bev Thompson, Council Bluffs, IA 
Jack and Ginny Tigner, Coleman, 

MI 
Wilma Urbaniak, Pensacola, FL 
Glenna Van Buskirk, Kirtland, OH 
Daniel and Alice Waite, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Wade Wallace, Overland Park, KS 
Jerry and Shaunna Webb, Tustin, 

CA 
Glenn and Phyllis Webb, Tunnel 

Hill, IL 
Thomas Webber, Puyallup, WA 
Lew and Alice Weigand, Bellevue, 

NE 
Mary Welton, Sault Ste. Marie, ON 

(Canada) 
Eleanor West, Boyne City, MI 

Floyd and Dorothy Wheat, St. 
Joseph, MO 

Kent Wheeler, Portland, OR 
Nolan and Deann White, Lakeland, 

FL 
Joyce Wilcox, La Mesa, CA 
David and Sharyn Wiley, Portage, 

MI 
Jerry and Barbara Wiley, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Willis and Glenda Willard, Liv-

ingston, LA 
Ralph and Carolyn Williams, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Marion Winslow, Irvine, CA 
John and Jann Wolf, Clare, MI 
Dennis and Sharon Wood, Olathe, 

KS 
Lynda Yarrington, Independence, 

MO 
Dennis and DeAun Young, Buckner, 

MO 
Alan and Catherine Zahniser, Lee’s 

Summit, MO 

Additional Donors 
2016 Historic Sites 
Bus Tour Donations 
Erma Akey, Boise, ID 
Janice and Jimmie Andersen, Coun-

cil Bluffs, IA 
Mona Jean Arceo, Knoxville, TN 
Carol Armstrong, Independence, 

MO 
Dwight and Rochelle Arnold, Chari-

ton, IA 
Lowell and Sylvia Ayers, San Anto-

nio, TX 
Thomas and Kathy Bacon, La Porte, 

TX 
R.G. and Elizabeth Barbour, Mobile, 

AL 
Michael and Dian Bates, Wexford, 

PA 
Dana and Diane Billings, Hebron, 

CT 
Matt Bilodeau, Wellsville, UT 
Don and Barbara Breshears, Lam-

oni, IA 
Martha Budd-Engle, Hemet, CA 
Dan Builder, Gladwin, MI 
Marjorie Carson, Council Bluffs, IA 
Vicki Cash, Independence, MO 
Church History Library c/o A. Hen-

nick, Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, 
UT 

M.A. Coffman, Omaha, NE 
Frederick Cole, Los Fresnos, TX 
Sue Coleman, Simi Valley, CA 
Kornelis and Antje Compier, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Tonia Cooper, Huntington Beach, 

CA 
Max Coopwood, Loveland, CO 
Richard Cordova, San Diego, CA 
Cross Therapy Center, Council 

Bluffs, IA 
Sue Dillon, Land O’Lakes, FL 
Ed and Rosanne Dowell, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Connie Elgan, Independence, MO 
Letha Escobedo, Covina, CA 
Glenn and Jan Everhart, Warrens-

burg, MO 
Nancy Exelby, Ann Arbor, MI 
Carl and Linda Fenn, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Gwen Fisher, Independence, MO 
Dan French, Gladwin, MI 
Mary June Garn, Charlotte, MI 
Dorothea Garver, Huntington 

Beach, CA 
Florence Gubanc, Oakton, VA 
David and Joan Guthrie, Johnstown, 

CO 
Jean Hainley, Valencia, CA 
Sara Hastings, Council Bluffs, IA 
Andrea and Harry Henderson, 

Beaumont, CA 
Lois and Richard Hillman, Lee’s 

Summit, MO 
Leona Hobbs, Kingsville, MO 
Edith Holmes, Newbury Park, CA 
Jerry Howard, Fort Wayne, IN 
Mary Jean Jeanae, Santa Barbara, 

CA 
Viola Jensen, Livermore, CA 
Dawn Josing, Moorpark, CA 
Michael and Sheila Klinebriel, Lo-

gan, OH 
Sheran and David Long, Lee’s 

Summit, MO 
Libby Mackay, San Diego, CA 
John and Jean Ann Maloney, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Elaine Martens, Independence, MO 
Robert and Marianne Mathena, 

Omaha, NE 
James and Kathleen Mayer, Sagi-



naw, MI 
Ronald and Joyce McCan-

less, Independence, MO 
Judy and Michael McClain, 

Council Bluffs, IA 
Mary McNabb, Tulsa, OK 
Joyce Moses, University 

Park, IA 
Tom Mountenay, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Theodore and Patricia 

Mueller, Spring Valley 
Lake, CA 

Jerry Naylor, Scotch Grove, 
IA 

Julie and George Newton, 
Woodbine, IA 

Lori Orendorf, Westmin-
ster, CA 

Ralph and Judith Paulson, 
Mount Pleasant, WI 

Sue Phipps, Independence, 
MO 

Dana Prante, Huntington 
Beach, CA 

Joan and Jerry Pratt, Inde-
pendence, MO 

Frank and June Price, Des 
Moines, IA 

Tom Rodabaugh, Beaver-
ton, OR 

LeRoy Roth, Lincoln, NE 
Robert and Suzette Ryder, Holts 

Summit, MO 
Greg and Becky Savage, Lee’s 

Summit, MO 
Faye Shaw, Holt, FL 
Juanita Short, Delta, CO 
Bob and MarJean Shute, Tempe, AZ 
Sharon Spaans, Wichita, KS 
Robert and Portia Stanke, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Alvin Stevens, Edwards, MO 
Dalina and Bob Stevens, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Mark and Elaine Swanson, Omaha, 

NE 
Ruth Thoman, Riverside, CA 
Steve and Cindy Thomas, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Richard and Marjorie Troeh, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Larrene and Darrell Tstee, Inde-

pendence, MO 
Eleanor Wagner, Delta, CO 

Robert and Janet Webster, Solon, IA 
Richard and Linda Wiley, Allegan, 

MI 
Roy Woods, Tyler, TX 
Cheryl A. Yost, Lincoln, CA 
Leonard and Margaret Young, In-

dependence, MO 
Community of Christ 
Congregations, Mission Centers, 
and Reunions 
Arizona Winter Reunion, Phoenix, 

AZ 
Azalea Winter Reunion, Bluff 

Springs AL 
Cedar Valley-Nauvoo USA Mission 

Center 
Cincinnati Congregation, OH 
Denver Congregation, CO 
Florida USA Mission Center (Deer-

haven Winter Reunion) 
Hartford Congregation, East Wind-

sor, CT 
Hemet Congregation, CA 
Manchester Emerging Congrega-

tion, Tullahoma, TN 
Nauvoo Congregation, IL 
Onset Reunion, Lexington, 
  MA 
Pensacola Congregation, 
  FL 
Shamrock Storytellers, 
  Lake Balboa, CA 
Simi Valley Storytellers, CA 
Victor Valley, Storytellers, 
  CA 
Walnut Gardens Congrega- 
  tion, Independence, MO 
Woods Chapel Congrega- 
  tion, Lee’s Summit, MO 

Foundations and 
Trusts 
Bowman Family Trust 
Woods Family Charitable 
Foundation 

Restricted Gifts 
JOSEPH SMITH HISTORIC 
SITE, NAUVOO, IL 
Jean Arceo, Knoxville, TN 
Allan Cook, Converse, TX 
Dean and Gladys, Cox, 
  Austin, TX 
Sheila Klinebriel, Logan, 

   OH 
Manchester Emerging Congrega-

tion, Tullahoma, TN 
Kathleen McGuire, Santa Barbara, 

CA 
Glenn Wardrop, Atmore, AL 

KIRTLAND TEMPLE, OH 
Karl and Joyce Anderson 
Peter and Cheryl Buletza, New-

buryport, MA 
Allan Cook, Converse, TX 
Leland and Linda Foster 
Jerry and Sandra Mogg, St. Joseph, 

MO 
Jeanette Schmidt, Sacramento, CA 
Donald and Melissa Swick, Charles-

ton, WV 

LIBERTY HALL, LAMONI, IA 
Donna Harper, Kingsville, MO 
Mark and Cherie Hensely, Lamoni, 

IA 
Don and Jan Keairnes, Lamoni, IA 
Steve and Joan Smith, Seattle, WA 
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Storytellers sessions, like the one at the Woods 
Chapel Congregation in Lee’s Summit, Missouri, 
are entertaining and educational.
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For Karen Graham Wade, 
board president, it’s a chance to 
honor the foundation’s goal of 
preserving and sharing church 
heritage. “By visiting sites in Great 
Britain that are interwoven with 
our rich history, we are fulfilling 
that mission to understand and 
share with others the stories of 
our British forebears.” 

No matter your viewpoint, the 
foundation-sponsored trip is cer-
tain to broaden your appreciation 
for church heritage while provid-
ing an opportunity to see some of 
the most renowned history loca-
tions in the British Isles. 

The tour itself will be historic. 
Previously, all foundation-spon-
sored tours focused on sites in the 
USA. This will be the first to 
spread its wings overseas. 

Participants will be fortunate 
to have three expert guides. 
Bolton grew up in the British Isles, 
as did Peter Judd, a former mem-
ber of the First Presidency. Peter 

Fagg has a superb knowledge of 
the early Latter Day Saint sites and 
the stories that go with them. 
   Bolton points out that in addi-
tion to enjoying and learning 
about the sites, participants will 
benefit spiritually. 

“If a person just travels to see 

the sites, they go as tourists.  A 
pilgrim is different.  A pilgrim 

goes on two journeys. One is geo-

graphical/historical, seeing places 

and hearing stories.  The other 
journey is an inner journey, a spir-

itual journey. We hope people will 
be coming as pilgrims, happy to 
hear, see, feel, and be touched in 

their souls by testimonies of today 
and yesteryear while being chal-

lenged and encouraged in their 
discipleship.” 

By Greg Clark 
Community of Christ’s new 

Church History and Sacred Story 
Team is steeped in members 
linked in history and the historic 
sites of the Restoration. 

The team, announced in Jan-
uary, includes three volunteer 
historians: Barbara Walden, David 
Howlett, and Ron Romig. 

Walden is a former site direc-
tor at the Kirtland Temple in Ohio 
and currently serves as executive 
director of the Community of 
Christ Historic Sites Foundation. 
Howlett has spent parts of sever-
al years as an intern, fellow, and 
instructor in Kirtland. He wrote 

on the site for his doctoral disser-
tation. Romig served several years 
as the archivist at International 
Headquarters in Independence, 
Missouri. Then he went to Kirt-
land for several years as the site 
director, retiring January 1. 

Also on the team, Walden 
said, are Peter Judd, former 
member of the Community of 
Christ First Presidency and presi-
dent of the John Whitmer Histori-
cal Association; John-Charles 
Duffy, a summer instructor at the 
Joseph Smith Historic Site in 
Nauvoo, Illinois; and Rachel Kille-
brew, current Community of 
Christ archivist and a board 

member of the John Whitmer His-
torical Association. 

Walden said Judd would focus 
on oral histories, Duffy on educa-
tion and worship resources, and 
Killebrew on archival projects. 
Apostle Lachlan Mackay, a former 
director at the Joseph Smith His-
toric Site, will serve as team lead. 

A Community of Christ an-
nouncement said the team will 
write articles for the Herald mag-
azine and website, encourage ex-
ploration of international history, 
and produce reports for the First 
Presidency. The team can be 
reached at historian@CofChrist 
.org. 

Foundation’s Support Aids History Team

Tour 
Continued from Page 1

The tour 
in Eng-
land, 
which will 
include 
this 
chapel, 
will offer 
history 
buffs a 
broad-
ened per-
spective 
of church 
heritage.
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tation unfolded at a Community of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation board meeting also attended by 
Lachlan Mackay, then director of historic sites for the 
church. 

“I found out that Ron Romig was retiring,” Bryant 
said. “I was seated next to Lach, and said, ‘Who do 
you have to replace him?’ And Lach said, “‘You.’ 

“I was really excited. I’d wanted to do this a long 
time. But I didn’t expect to be asked because I’d been 
[working for Community of Christ] in Utah only short 
of three years. This was really my dream job.” 

Bryant, 36, brings a special perspective to the po-
sition because he grew up in the Mormon church. He 
didn’t join Community of Christ until 2008 after an 
experience he had while doing research on the church 
as part of a master’s project in school. As part of his 
project work, he visited a Community of Christ con-
gregation. 

“My very first Sunday, there was a woman praying 
the blessing on Communion, and I had a profound 
spiritual experience that opened my eyes.” 

That led to conversion, eventual ordination as a 
seventy, and then church employment as a missional 
consultant and expansion minister in Utah. This all 
followed 11 years in the military, three as a Navy 
chaplain. He served with a Marines unit in Af-
ghanistan from 2013–2014. 

Seth views his split religious history as a blessing, 
but he understands it occasionally could result in dif-
ficulties. 

“There’s the potential it could cause a problem if 
I’m viewed [by visitors] as apostate. But more often it 
helps me to understand where guests are coming 
from and to try to bridge the culture and language of 
the two traditions. I just want to have a dialogue. It’s 
healing to be part of bridging old divisions and see-
ing people come together.” 

Foundation Executive Director Barbara Walden 
calls Bryant a fantastic choice as Kirtland’s director. 
“His passion for history, his management experience, 
his curious and enthusiastic nature, and his overall 
spirit all make him a wonderful fit for the family, 
staff, and every visitor that walks through the door. 

“He could be a wonderful bridge-builder be-
cause…he’ll have a greater understanding of where 
LDS friends are coming from when they walk through 
the door of the Visitor Center.” 

Walden said she met Bryant in 2009, when she 
was director of the Kirtland Temple and he was lead-
ing a class there. “He had a contagious spirit about 

him, and the class loved him. You can feel that he 
loves his job.” 

Bryant remembers the first time he set foot on 
the Kirtland grounds. He and his wife, Jenn, were 
traveling to a new Army base in Virginia, and they 
drove through Kirtland on the way. 

“I’ve always been interested in church history, so I 
was overwhelmed to be on the grounds and see the 
Temple. It was a powerful experience and a sacred 
space.”  

He still felt that way last fall, when we began 
training with Romig. 

“We overlapped for a few weeks when we first got 

Seth and Jenn Bryant paused to make a photo-
graphic memory on their first trip to Kirtland.

Bryant 
Continued from Page 1
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Make a Donation, 
Aid Preservation 

Sharing the sacred story 
and telling about our church 
heritage is an honor and a re-
sponsibility. 

To help the Community of 
Christ Historic Sites Foundation 
fulfill that mission, call (217) 
453-2246 to make a donation. 

Another alternative is to 
send donations to P.O. Box 338, 
Nauvoo, IL 62354. 

You also can donate at   
www.HistoricSitesFounda 
tion.org. 

Volunteers 
Needed 

To volunteer at a historic 
site supported by the Communi-
ty of Christ Historic Sites Foun-
dation, call Lachlan Mackay at 
(217) 453-2246 or e-mail him at 
lmackay@CofChrist.org.

Community of Christ 
Historic Sites Founda-
tion 
P.O. Box 338 
Nauvoo, IL 623354

How to Help 
Preserve and 
Share Heritage 

People give to the Com-
munity of Christ Historic Sites 
Foundation for many reasons. 

Some give because they’re 
impressed with the properties 
the foundation supports. Oth-
ers give because the sites 
have been a key to their reli-
gious development.  

Still others give for per-
sonal convictions. 

Your donations are appre-
ciated. To give to the Founda-
tion, call (217) 453-2246, visit 
www.HistoricSitesFoundation 
.org, or send mail to P.O. Box 
338, Nauvoo, IL 62354.

here. I did training, just like any 
intern. Ron and I would go on 
tours, and he would give me 
feedback.” 

Before starting officially, 
Bryant, had to do one more thing: 
resign his position on the foun-
dation board to avoid potential 
conflicts of interest. That was 
hard because “I am passionate 
about preserving and sharing our 
historical heritage. Our history 
and historic sites provide roots 
to both our identity and vision 
for the church. As such they 
should be celebrated and cher-
ished.” 

He carries that same passion 
into his new position. Now that 
he feels the “humbling weight” of 
being in charge, he appreciates 
how his background—experience 

in both faiths, a love of history, 
and a military career—prepared 
him.  

“Being a staff officer taught 
me to have a mission, a vision, 
and to implement it. It really, in a 
lot of ways, prepared me for this 
position, because there are a lot 
of moving parts with the historic 
sites.”  

One moving part is the ability 
to connect with young visitors.  

“I hope to make the museum 
more interactive and accessible 
to children and to make church 
history come alive for our youth,” 
he said. 

He’s already working with 
two of his children, 4-year-old 
Danny and 10-year-old Bekah. 

“I call Danny my junior Tem-
ple ranger. He’ll go on tours with 

me. Bekah just turned 10. She 
goes, too.” 

Bryant 
Continued from Page 7
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