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When Earth was Dress'd in Beauty1
St. Theodulph 7.6.7.6.D.

Text: from Emma Smith's Collection of Sacred Hymns (Kirtland, Ohio: 1835).

Music: Melchior Teschner, from Hymns of the Saints (Independence, Missouri: Herald Publishing 

            House, 1981). Used by permission.
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Redeemer of Israel
W. W. Phelps

2
Meditation (Beloved)

Text: William Wines Phelps, arr. from Joseph Swain.

Music: Freeman Lewis, from Hymns of the Saints (Independence, Missouri: Herald Publishing

            House, 1981). Used by permission.
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Adam-ondi-Ahman3
W. W. Phelps C. M.

Text: William Wines Phelps

Music: as in Little and Gardner, A Collection of Sacred Hymns for the Use of the Latter Day Saints 

            (Bellows Falls, Vermont: 1844).
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"Laura, a vistor"

4
Materna C. M. D.

Text: "Laura, a visitor," Times and Seasons, 5 (15 October 1844), 687

Music: Samuel A. Ward
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W. W. Phelps Paraclete 12.11.12.11. with refrain

All:
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Text: William Wines Phelps, 1792-1872

Tune: English Tune

Sung at the dedication of the Kirtland Temple

Sung at first meeting of Female Relief Society of Nauvoo
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L. M. D.

Solo:
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854

Music: George Cole, 1792-1858, alt.

Based on Matthew 25:35-41,

"I was hungary, and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty and 

ye gave me drink; . . . I was in prison and ye visited me." 

Two stanzas have been omitted today ("I was a stranger, 

and ye took me in" and "I was sick and ye visited me.")
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Mrs. Mackay

Asleep in Jesus!
Rest. L. M.

Text: Mrs. Mackay, from Saints' Harp (Lamoni, Iowa: 1871).

Music: William B. Bradbury; from Saints' Harmony (Lamoni, Iowa: 1889).
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There's an Old, Old Path
Vida E. Smith

8
The Old, Old Path 5.5.5.5. with refrain

Text: Vida E. Smith, 1865-1945

Music: M. Audentia Anderson, 1872-1963
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The Spirit of God Like a Fire9
W. W. Phelps Paraclete 12.11.12.11. with refrain
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Text: William Wines Phelps

Music: English Tune, from Hymns of the Saints (Independence, Missouri: Herald Publishing House, 

            1981). Used by permission.

Sung at the dedication of Kirtland Temple, 1836



 

 

  
 
 

Title page and preface to Emma’s first hymnal,  
published in a small print shop behind Kirtland Temple, 1835. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

www.kirtlandtemple.org/hymns 
 



 

Early Hymnals of the  

Latter Day Saint Movement 
 

 
1832 First of Emma Smith’s hymn selections published in Evening and the 

Morning Star, Independence, Missouri. 
 
1835 Collection of Sacred Hymns, for the Church of the Latter Day Saints. The first 

official hymnal published by the Latter Day Saint movement. Complied 
by Emma Smith in Kirtland, Ohio. 90 hymn texts. 

 
1838 Unauthorized hymnal by David White Rogers, New York. Preface and 

49 hymns copied from 1835 hymnal. 89 hymn texts. 
 
1839 Unauthorized hymnal by Benjamin C. Elsworth. Preface and 66 hymns 

copied from 1835 hymnal, 40 more from 1838 hymnal. 112 hymn texts. 
 
1840 Initially unauthorized hymnal, later accepted. Collection of Sacred Hymns, 

for the Church of the Latter Day Saints in Europe. Manchester, England. 
Based on Emma’s work. 277 hymn texts. 

 
1841 Collection of Sacred Hymns, for the Church of the Latter Day Saints. Nauvoo. 

Emma’s second hymnal. Includes all 90 hymns from 1835 hymnal. 304 
hymn texts. 

 
1844 Unauthorized hymnal by J. C. Little and G. B. Gardner, Bellows Falls, 

Vermont. First hymnal to include music. 48 hymns, 31 with music. 
 
1861 Latter Day Saints’ Selection of Hymns. Cincinnati. First hymnal of the 

Reorganized Church (Community of Christ). Compiled by Emma and 
based on 1841 hymnal. 294 hymn texts. 

 
1864 Latter Day Saints’ Selection of Hymns. New edition of 1861 hymnal adds 

appendix of 37 additional hymn texts. 
 
1870 Saints’ Harp. Plano, Illinois and Lamoni, Iowa. 1,120 hymn texts. 
 
1889 Latter Day Saints’ Psalmody. Salt Lake City. Original LDS tunes for the 

texts in the 1840 Manchester Hymnal. 
 
1889 Saints’ Harmony. Lamoni, Iowa. Split-page format, music on top, texts (all 

of the 1,120 hymns of Saints’ Harp) on the bottom.

 
Benjamin C. Elsworth published 114 hymns according to Kuffer, Stories of our 
Hymns. 
 
Nauvoo Hymnal: 27 Oct. 1839, High Council passed: (Cheville 30) 

Voted, that sister Emma Smith select and publish a Hymn Book for the 
use of the Church, and that Brigham Young be informed of the same, 
and that he not publish the hymns taken be him from Commerce; and 
that the Council assist in publishing a Hymn Book and the Times and 
Seasons. (Millenial Star, Vol. 17, p. 372) 

 
Two days later (Cheville 30-31) 

The High Council of Nauvoo voted to print ten thousand copies of the 
Hymn Books, and an edition of the Book of Mormon, under the 
inspection of the First Presidency at Nauvoo, so soon as means can be 
obtained. (Millennial Star, Vol. 17, p. 550) 

“It was two years before the hymnbook was forthcoming.” (31) 
 
 



 

 

  
 
 

Title page and preface to Emma’s first hymnal,  
published in a small print shop behind Kirtland Temple, 1835. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

www.kirtlandtemple.org/hymns 
 


	0_Title_page.pdf
	1_When_Earth_was_Dressed_in_Beauty.pdf
	2_Redeemer_of_Israel.pdf
	3_This_Earth_Was_Once.pdf
	4_Nauvoo.pdf
	5_Now_Let_us_Rejoice.pdf
	6_A_Poor_Wayfaring_Man_of_Grief.pdf
	7_Asleep_in_Jesus.pdf
	8_Theres_an_Old_Old Path.pdf
	9_The_Spirit_of_God.pdf
	A1_Original_Hymnal.pdf
	A2_Early_Hymnals.pdf
	A3_Back_Cover.pdf

