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You must remember the poor and needy, the
widow and the fatherless; And deal out your
bread to the hungry, And your clothes to the
naked, Your natures will say, ‘They may work
and get these things for themselves.’ But Christ
said, ‘Give to him that asketh and of him that
would borrow thee, turn not thou away.

-Ann Lee, Founder of the United Society of

Believers in Christ’s Second Coming (traditionally
known as the Shakers)
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Acts, Chapter 2, Verses 44-45

All that believed were together, and all
nad things common; and sold their
possessions and goods, and parted them
to all men, as every man had need.
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Our pretensions to follow the apostles in all their

New Testament teachings required a
community of goods: that as they established

their order in the model church at Jerusalem
we were bound to imitate their example.

-Sidney Rigdon, 1830
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Morley Farm, Kirtland, Ohio
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While I was in the room at “Father Morleys”

as we all calleo

him, this same Heman Bassett

came to me and took my watch out of my

pocket and wal
thought he wou

Ked off as though it was his. |
ld bring it back soon but was

disappointed as he sold it. | asked him what he
meant by selling my watch.

“Oh,” said he,

“I thought it was all in the

family. " I told him I did not like such family
doing and | would not bear It.
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Oliver Cowdery’s Bustling Community (1837)

1837

of ONla, survered Info
225 blocks 40 rods squere each axcepting the coster tler rumnlng K. & South which Is 43 rods £/ &
¥. and the tier east of the conter s 41 rods £+ & M. with stcests crossing (at) right snglss 4
rods In width and running magnotically N- & S. end East & West. Each block lewcepting wat Is
4tove excepted] sre divided lato 20 equel Iots contalning 1/2 scre sech numered ss will sppesr
By the nap. The grownd on which the stone meeting house stends 15 40 rods froafiing) on Smith
Stroat and 15 rocs on WhItney and Joseph Street. The North side of sald.bel
“South of the S. Ilne of Whitney Street and perallel (therowitn) the South line.
Is) @xactly 3 rods W. of the W. Iine of Salth Streot. All of the lots Iying lenght:
s1dw of Saith Strest (end adjoining the same) are 3 rods by 0. The ofher way (sre) 4 by 21.
(A1 other blocks are & by 20.) Surveydd by ¥illard ¥. Beols, Gesuga County
Surveyor. Recelved March 18, recorded Merch 24, 1857. Book X, pg. 99.*
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Block # 158

Joseph Salth Jre

. I
Blockss 40 Rods (Perches) Square
660 X 660 feat
20- 172 acre Lots per Block

Lot #43

. I
Scale: 1 Unit = 4 Rods(Perches)
'R0 = 16" |

Kirtisnd Townshlp Plat Maps
Gounty Land Rocords by Earl Curry, sad Ems PAl
ParkIns' Mags In Mifon Backran's The Hesvens
1-Furloog 660" ® SIS ExisTG

Published by Ron Ro: Hill Cluster

CoMMUNITY OF CHRIST HisTORIC SITES FOUNDATION

HistoricSitesFoundation.org




Discussion Questions

« What is your reaction to this community design?

* How does this community design make you feel when
you consider the relationship/division of church and
state 1n today’s society?

 Are there examples where this relationship works well
In society? Are there examples where this relationship
does not work well?
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