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Rose Takes Reins at Kirtland Teple

By Greg Clark
It’s difficult to take an engine that’s been
sitting for two years and get it up and run-
ning. By May we’ll be ready to roll.
—Roger Rose

In some ways, it seems that Roger Rose is
a born restorationist and has been preparing
much of his life for his new job as site direc-

tor of the Kirtland Temple.

Now that the job is his, he’s facing chal-
lenges that none of his recent predecessors
confronted. A COVID-19 pandemic will do
that to you.

Rose, who began work January 3, is
tasked with awakening a historic site that
from a public perspective has been dormant

See Rose on page 2

»

By Greg Clark
For Steve Davidson, the work fulfilled a
vision. For Nancy Cervi, it helped provide
healing from a deep hurt.
And for Lach Mackay, it was simply
“amazing!”
No, not just amazing. “AMAZING!”

Volunteers Steve Davidson and
Nancy Cervi have done ex-

Kirtland Volunteers Plant Beautiful Blessings

The guests and staff in Ohio, who this
year will see the Kirtland Temple grounds
after a two-year closure caused by COVID-19,
are almost certain to agree.

Newly planted rhododendrons, dahlias,
and other landscaping—along with removal

See Kirtland on page 7
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Rose
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since its pandemic-forced
closure two years ago. )

Yet Lachlan Mackay,
director of historic sites for
Community of Christ, be- %
lieves Rose is well pre- g
pared for that type of &
restoration.

“Roger is a great fit for
the position for several
reasons. In years past, he |
served as an intern in both
Nauvoo and Kirtland, so he
has a general understand-
ing of how the sites oper-
ate. More recently, he
served as the instructor for
the summer program in
Kirtland. So he has a good
grasp on both the context
and details of our Kirtland story.

“He is a talented educator with
many years of classroom experience,
which means he is also a talented his-
torical interpreter with the skills need-
ed to share his passion for history with
both volunteers and visitors.

“Finally, as a seventy with strong
people skills, he has the gifts needed to
effectively engage with those seeking
additional information about Communi-
ty of Christ today.”

Rose, 60, came to Kirtland a few
months after retiring as a high school
teacher who focused on psychology and
related subjects. Now he faces the task
of continuing to teach.

“The biggest issues we face are an
attempt to continue the process of
growing the historical consciousness of
the church. We need a new generation
of people to volunteer. The Boomers
went through all the deconstruction,
and it seems like the next generation
doesn’t understand the importance of
the church’s history.

“I hope we don’t come to the time
where our sites and our understanding
of the past are really irrelevant.”

A strong faith and positive attitude
indicate that won’t happen under his
stewardship.

Those attributes have served him
well, even in buying a new house when

Virtual Tours Coming Soon

to Many Historic Sites!

Community of Christ historic sites soon will launch several virtual
tours. Join Lachlan Mackay, director of historic sites, and Barbara
Walden, executive director of the church’s Historic Sites Foundation,
as they share in tours exploring our faith community’s past.

From the comfort of your own home, this summer you will travel
virtually to various sites and hear their captivating stories. The expe-
rience will access areas not often seen on in-person tours. Also, you'll
be able to ask questions and engage the storytellers.

The virtual tours will include Joseph Smith III’s Liberty Hall, the
Plano Stone Church, Kirtland Temple, and structures at the Joseph
Smith Historic Site in Nauvoo, lllinois. Registration details and dates
will be available soon at www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org.

W moving to Kirtland from
| Mobile, Alabama.

“I'm kind of a hopeful
person. My grandfather
once told us that we
needed to meet our bless-
ings halfway. You can't sit
1 around and wait. If you
4 have a good attitude,
you’ll be amazed at how
things just seem to be
there, waiting for you. But
you have to have an in-
tense desire.”

He knew the kind of
house he desired, that he
wanted it within a couple
of blocks of the Temple,
and how much he was
willing to pay. Basically,
folks said, “Forget it.”

The Kirtland housing
market was extremely

expensive, and few prop-
erties were available.

But on a visit before he took the
job, a staff member told him he knew of
a person who would be leaving in a few
months. “It was exactly like the house
my wife had been dreaming of,” Rose
said. “I called him, and the next day my
real estate agent and I walked through
the house.”

i

Now it's home, though a few ad-
justments need to be made. But that
isn’t the only restoration that interests
Rose.

“I'm restoring a 1972 Super Beetle.
That’s been my hobby for the last few
years.”

He said he has owned the car since
1989 or '90.

“I rebuilt the engine and redid the
chassis. It originally was canary yellow.
Then we tried to paint it green, but it
looked really ugly. Now it’s being paint-
ed a bright orange. [ won’t be done with
it for a long time.”

But while he’s dealing with the
challenge of restoring a car, his main
focus remains on restoring the Kirtland
Temple to a vibrant historic attraction
for the church. He’s confident.

“The staff that I've got will not let
me fail. They’ll make me look good.”

2
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Spring Series Offers Strong Lineup

Jack Garnier’s watercolor of the Nauvoo House helps promote the lecture series.

By Barbara Walden

Two years ago, we decided that not
even a global pandemic was going to stop
us from sharing church history with people
from all over the world.

In response to the temporary site clo-
sures caused by COVID-19, we launched
our first series of online programs in the
summer of 2020. Another will begin soon.

Our next lecture series will take place
April 14-June 2 and will feature several
exciting topics. They’ll include the diverse
art featured in the historic RLDS preaching
charts to the stories behind the women
who founded the Lamoni Mite Society.

In addition, our guest historians will
share the fascinating stories behind three
19th-century seekers: Mark Hill Forscutt,
Charles Derry, and John Avondet.

Also, Tony Chvala-Smith will return to
the virtual podium to share the history be-
hind the construction of an RLDS theologi-
cal identity, and Keith Wilson will share the
life and legacy of Clifford Cole, a Communi-
ty of Christ apostle who made a lasting im-
pact on church identity and mission.

Our spring series also will include
some traveling. Kees Olijnsma will share
about our faith community in The Nether-
lands up to 1948, and Michael Wright will
tell of the first [talian RLDS missionary.

It's a lecture series you don’t want to

miss because it will continue a strong tradi-
tion of online offerings offered by the
Community of Christ Historic Sites Founda-
tion since the pandemic started.

There have been several lecture series,
virtual book discussions, hymn festivals,
partnerships with congregations, and more.

For the foundation, online programs
have opened doors for people all over the
world to learn from our shared past. We no
longer are limited by geographical distance.

In our “Church History Without
Boundaries” lecture series, we learned
about the historic journey of our faith
community in India, Wales, the Philippines,
Germany, Japan, Australia, France, Korea,
Canada, Southeastern Nigeria, the British
Isles, and the Holy Land. The online lec-
tures gave us an opportunity to travel the
world from the comfort and safety of our
home computer.

As restrictions begin to lift, we are ex-
cited that our virtual programs will not
cease when the historic sites reopen in May.

For more information and to register
for the online lectures, visit www.Historic-
SitesFoundation.org/spring-2022-lecture-
series. To explore our entire catalog of on-
line lectures from the past two years, go to
www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org/church-
history-lectures.

SPRING 2022

Schedule,
Lecture Titles,
Guest Speakers

Cole

Forscutt

(Lecture times, once
firmed up, will be posted on
the foundation’s website at
www.HistoricSitesFoundation

.org.)
April 14: “Mark Hill
Forscutt: Mormon Mission-

ary, Morrisite Apostle, RLDS
Minister,” with Eric Paul
Rogers

April 21: “Charles Derry:
First Reorganization Mis-
sionary in the British Isles,”
with Andrew Bolton

April 28: “Doctrinal Self-
definition and the Construc-
tion of an RLDS Theological
Identity,” Tony Chvala-Smith

May 5: “John Avondet,
the First Italian Missionary of
the Reorganization,” Michael
Wright

May 12: “The Develop-
ment of Community of
Christ in The Netherlands up
to 1948,” Kees Olijnsma

May 19: “Clifford A.
Cole: Architect and Re-
founder of the Modern
Community of Christ,” Keith
J. Wilson

May 26: “Pleasing to
Look Upon, and Easy to Un-
derstand: RLDS Preaching
Charts, Their History,
and Usage,” William D.
Moore

June 2: “What Were the
Women to Do?” Sherry
Mesle-Morain
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We Thank Donors for 2021 Support

PATRON MEMBERS

Elaine Avery, Cheboygan, M.

Dennis and Meredith Carr, Rising
Sun, MD.

Stan and Beverly Corrington, Uni-
versity Place, WA.

Jack and Phillis Davison, Macon,
MO.

Harry MG and Laura Elwell, Ed-
mond, OK.

Paul and Ann Jernigan, Mobile, AL.

Garland and Sarah Land, Blue
Springs, MO.

George Lund, Overland Park, KS.

Pat Marmoy, Tempe, AZ.

William and Sharon Mesle Morain,
Lamoni, IA.

Andrew Mills, St. Louis, MO.

Judy Mohler, Jefferson, IA.

Bill and Goldia Mustain, Pineville,
LA.

Lowell Naber, Sleepy Hollow, IL.

Lee and Karen Ourth, Nauvoo, IL.

Terry and Carol Reiff, Whitehall,
MT.

Gordon and Sue Rhine, Marion, IL.

Gerald Scranton, Independence,
MO.

John P. Smith

Lieu and Helen Smith, Shell Knob,
MO.

Nathan and Kari Twombly, Blue
Springs, MO.

Doug Webb, Independence, MO.

David and Dona Tiffany, Grand
Junction, CO.

Larry and Ruth Anger, Winder-
mere, FL.

Lynne Baller, Sioux City, IA.

Steven and Shirley Davidson, Kirt-
land, OH.

Charles and Catherine Greenberg,
Okeechobee, FL.

Richard Kenney, Rego Park, NY.

John Saur and Charlene Loberg-
Saur, lowa City, IA.

Donna Steele-Wendling, Brewton,
AL.
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Your Contributions
Can Provide a Big Help

People give to the Community of Christ Historic
Sites Foundation for many reasons.
Some give to honor and preserve church

heritage.

Some give because of spiritual experiences
while visiting one of the sites.

Some give to provide opportunities for young
people to learn and deepen their appreciation for

church history.

Some give in honor or memory of loved ones,

past and present.

No matter your reason for giving, we deeply
appreciate your support. You can mail donations to
P.O. Box 338, Nauvoo, IL 62354. You also can
donate your gifts online at www.HistoricSitesFoun

dation.org.
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Burlingame, KS.

Richard and Doris Thompson,
Buckner, MO.

Jack, Ginny Tigner, Coleman, M.

Ronald Van Fleet, Independence,
MO.

J. Lee Varvaro, Gillette, WY.

Thomas Waite, Las Vegas, NV.

Judi Walton, Sun City, AZ.

Glenn and Phyllis Webb, Tunnel
Hill, IL.

Robert, Janet Webster, Solon, IA.

Kent Wheeler, Portland, OR.

Linda Bowman White, Ames, IA.

Nolan, Deann White, Lakeland, FL.

Dan and Elizabeth Whittemore,
Denver, CO.

Joyce Wilcox, La Mesa, CA.

Jerry and Barbara Wiley,
Springs, MO.

Larry and Dorcas Wilkinson, Cas-
cade, CO.

Charles and Patricia Williams,
Mesa, AZ.

Carla Wilson, Nebraska City, NE.

Woody, Judy Wilson, Fairland, OK.

Wanda Wisniewski, Jewett City, CT.

Dennis and Sharon Wood, Kansas
City, MO.

Norma Woods, Edmond, OK.

Ina Worthington, Cheboygan, Ml.

Kirk, Beverly Yonkers, Lowell, MI.
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Karl and Joyce Anderson, Lynd-
hurst, OH.

Jenalee Berger

Christofer Christensen

Joyce Dawson, Toronto, ON.

Patricia Douglas, El Cajon Restora-
tion Branch, El Cajon, CA.

Leland, Linda Foster, Logan, UT.

Connie Humphrey

Jerry and Sandra Mogg, St. Joseph,
MO.

Leonard and Claudia Mussell,
Chatsworth, CA.

Marilyn Myers, Lawrence, KS.

Eric and April Perry

Gerald and Carleen Shetler,
Willoughby, OH.

Bill, Carol Wynder, Cypress, CA.

PLANO
Gerald, Cynthia Ray, Marion, IL.

LIBERTY HALL

Martha Harper, Lamoni, IA.

Don and Jan Keairnes, Lamoni, IA.
Steve and Joan Smith, Lamoni, IA.

JOSEPH SMITH HISTORIC SITE

Fred and Myra Elliott, Peoria, IL.

Dennis and Mary Lou Pieperg-
erdes, Newton, KS.

Allan and Colleen Savage

HERITAGE PLAZA
Neil DeAtley, Washington, DC

GIFTS IN MEMORY
BETTY MEIR
The Wash House, Plano, IL.

MARY RICHARDS
Pamela Barton, Pontiac, M.

Blue

GILBERT MANN

Jackson Street Community of
Christ, Pensacola, FL.

Delores Vest, Pensacola, FL.

JERRY DALE
Chris Davidson

DONNIE SERIG
Delores Vest, Pensacola, FL.

GLEN WARDROP
Glenna Van Buskirk, Stillwater, OK.

CARL BEZILLA, BOONE, NC

William Bezilla

Toni and Kevin Ice, Mentor on the
Lake, OH.

John and Bonnie Jones, Hudson,
OH.

Barbara Schuster and Jerome Mar-
ra, Middleton, WI.

David and Doris Ticknor, Baraboo,
WI.

GIFTS IN HONOR
SALLY ROTH
Betty Smith-Campbell

RON ROMIG
Karl and Joyce Anderson, Lynd-
hurst, OH.

CONGREGATIONS, MISSION CEN-
TERS

Toronto Centre Place, Toronto,
ON.

Cedar Valley-Nauvoo USA Mission
Center, Hiawatha, IA.

Delta Community of Christ, Delta,
Co.

New Hope Congregation,
pendence, MO.

Orange Congregation, Orange, CA.

Snyder Congregation, Snyder, TX.

Pensacola Congregation, Pensaco-
la, FL.

Wichita Community of Christ,
Wichita, KS.

Inde-

OTHER DONORS

Network For Good, Anonymous.

John Whitmer Historical Associa-
tion, Independence, MO.

Untold Nauvoo Stories, Nauvoo,
IL.

FACEBOOK BIRTHDAYS

Scott Britton-Mehlisch,
Summit, MO.

Barbara Walden, Indianapolis, IN
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of overgrown foliage—have turned the
grounds into a colorful delight.

“It's amazing the condition the site
is in because of their work,” said Mack-
ay, director of Community of Christ His-
toric Sites. “They’re two evangelists. If
you talk with them, they say that work-
ing in the garden has been a spiritual
experience, and blessings have flowed
from it. It has been a labor of love.”

During the shutdown, that labor
often covered 12-hour days. But Cervi
and Davidson, along with other volun-
teers, were planting more than flowers;
they were planting blessings.

Those blessings flowed into the
neighborhood because the grounds re-
mained open while the Temple was
closed. With the Temple’s reopening,
the blessings created by the strikingly
beautiful grounds will flow into the
memories of visitors from around the
world.

Steve Davidson

In hindsight, Davidson seemed des-
tined to do this work. He grew up near
the Temple.

“Steve shared that as a young man
his dream was to be a landscape archi-
tect” Mackay said. “Finally he is living
out that dream on the grounds. I don’t
think they’ve ever looked better.”

The pandemic even helped.

“COVID actually did us a favor’
Davidson said. “We were closed, no visi-
tors. We could make a mess and not
worry about it. My wife was locked up
in a nursing home, and I was locked out.
So I had time on my hands. And Nancy
couldn’t do tours, so she asked if she
could help.

“I couldn’t sleep at night. I was
working in the gardens instead of sleep-
ing. You know how the Lord nudges you
and says this is what you're going to do?
I had this vision of the garden.”

Fulfilling that vision meant a huge
amount of work, especially on the over-
grown north side of the building. They
dug things up, cut things down, and

gradually worked around the grounds.
For Davidson, the task seemed natural.

The work didn’t go unnoticed.

“The amazing thing that happened
is that the neighborhood came out of
the woodwork. Dog walkers, families,
mothers with kids in strollers. They
wanted someplace to go, and this was a
peaceful place.” Davidson said.

“Kids would come through on elec-
tric scooters. We got to know the names
of the kids and their dogs. One child
would say, ‘Mama, can we go to the fairy
garden?’ A lot of people would come sit
on the bench, talk on their phones, have
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some quiet time. A lot of them wanted
to talk about plants.”

For Davidson, the work continues a
family legacy.

“The Temple is in my blood. My
grandfather was a deacon. I remember
going in as a little kid, and he’d be ring-
ing the bell. We lived just down the
street. I'd walk by the Temple on my
way to the school. I watched all the
things that happened through the years.

“I have a lot of memories there—
the old reunions in the Temple yard—

See Kirtland on page 8
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Preserving and sharing
church heritage and telling the
sacred story of our journey is a
privilege and a responsibility.

To help the Community of
Christ Historic Sites Foundation
fulfill that mission, call (217)
453-2246 to make a donation.

Another alternative is to
send donations to P.O. Box 338,
Nauvoo, IL 62354.

You also can donate at
www.HistoricSitesFounda
tion.org/donate.

Volunteers Needed

To volunteer at a historic
site supported by the Communt-
ty of Christ Historic Sites Foun-
dation, call Lachlan Mackay at
(217) 453-2246 or email him at
Imackay@CofChrist.org.

Community of Christ

Historic Sites Foundation

P.O. Box 338
Nauvoo, IL 62354
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and my wife (Shirley) grew up right next
to the Temple field.”

Nancy Cervi

Jumping in to help with the grounds
was natural for Cervi.

“I came in the spring of 2015 from
Buffalo, New York. I just knew they
needed volunteers, and [ have a daugh-
ter here. I came with the idea it would
be for a year or two, and then I'd go
home. But I fell in love with the whole
lifestyle.

“My husband had recently passed
away, and [ was looking for a place to
heal. There has been purpose here.”

She loved giving tours but never had
considered herself as a gardener. “But
with the pandemic it's a whole different
story. The gardens have been much
more of a priority”

She also cited the appreciation of
people walking around the site.

“It was a nice way to connect with
people in the neighborhood. A lot of
families or small groups. ..Working in

the gardens gives me a chance to inter-
act with neighbors and people
traveling.”

The work, such as planting several
hundred bulbs for the spring, has been
rewarding but sometimes grueling—
frequently going from 7 a.m. until “it got
so dark we couldn’t see.

“I have found sanctuary on my
hands and knees, “ Cervi said. “We get a
lot of satisfaction out of the grounds
looking nice.”

Cervi and Davidson, both in their
70s, said they’ve had a nice working re-
lationship. Perhaps that’s because they
share similar outlooks on their volun-
teer efforts.

“It's a privilege,” Cervi said. “Every-
body says, ‘How lucky we are to have
you here’ To me, it’s, ‘How lucky I am to
be here’ There’s always something to
do. It gives me purpose and hope for
humanity.

“It's a sacred place. How do you not
feel privileged to share in something
that's so meaningful? And I'm part of
that. I want to make sure [ represent the
church. I'm a minister first. I'm here to
minister to the people.”

Davidson put it this way:
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“You couldn’t pay me to do this. It's
simply a privilege to prepare this place
for people to come and have their expe-
riences. | want to make sure it’s a place
where they can feel the Spirit.”
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