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To Make a Donation
Preserving and shar-

ing church heritage and 
telling the sacred story  is 
both a privilege and a 
responsibility.

To give to the Com-
munity  of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation, call 
(217) 453-2246.

An alternative is to 
send donations to P.O. 
Box 338, Nauvoo, IL 
62354. You also can give 
at www.HistoricSites 
Foundation.org.

The website also fea-
tures updates on news 
and historic sites.
On the Web

To stay  up to date 
with foundation events, 
view  striking photos, and 
learn contact informa-
tion, visit www.Historic
SitesFoundation.org.

Electronic Forum
If you want The Fo-

rum electronically, visit 
www.HistoricSitesFounda
tion.org.
Visit Us on Facebook

The social network is 
a big hit with many 
historic-site fans. Visit 
www.facebook.com.

Liberty Hall
The Kalon Club 
enjoys a Christ-
mas meeting.

Preserving & Sharing
Church Heritage

Taking Historic Paths…

…into Bright Futures
Heather Frey’s Nauvoo internship later helped her to embrace church employment.

By Greg Clark
 You find them in con-
gregations, mission cen-
ters, International Head-
quarters…many places 
with hard-working Com-
munity of Christ leaders.
 They’re young, old, 
male, female, but they 
have one thing in com-
mon: a summer spent in 
small Midwestern towns.
 There, they learned 
about themselves, the 
church, and the Spirit. 

And many took the first 
steps  down a road that 

has led to careers of serv-
ice and leadership in the 
church. 
 Simply put, the intern-

ships at properties sup-
ported by the Community 

of Christ Historic  Sites 
Foundation changed their 
lives.

 During their intern-
ships, they developed 

skills, gained confidence, 

Learn More

about Interships
 For more informa-
tion on internships, 
fellowships, or volun-
teering at a Commu-
nity of Christ historic 
site, please contact 
Lachlan Mackay at 
LMackay@CofChrist.org 
or (217) 453-2246.

See Leaders on Page 3

http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com
mailto:LMackay@CofChrist.org
mailto:LMackay@CofChrist.org


THE FORUM             SPRING 2013

2

Stephen K. Smith, an innova-
tor, brought seemingly non-stop 
energy to Lamoni, Iowa, and Lib-
erty Hall, a property supported by 
the Community of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation. Though he loved 
his work, he and his wife recently 
left Liberty Hall to pursue family 
opportunities. In early January, he 
wrote this reflection.

By Stephen K. Smith
 This is my last day as  director 
of Liberty Hall Historic  Site in La-
moni, Iowa.  It has been a joyous 
and inspiring experience, follow-
ing the footsteps of so many illus-
trious members of the Liberty Hall 

family.
 L i b e r t y 
H a l l w a s 
the home of 
J o s e p h 
S m i t h I I I 
a n d h i s 
family.  It is 
one of the 
c h u r c h ’ s 
l e s s e r -
known his-

toric sites, and yet—in its own 
way—it is perhaps the most im-
portant.  Four president-prophets 
of Community of Christ lived in 
this house: Joseph Smith III, Fre-
derick M. Smith, Israel A. Smith, 
and W. Wallace Smith.  
 Lamoni was  established by 
members of the church, who had 
been authorized by Joseph III to 
find a gathering place for the 
Saints. It was  the Reorganization’s 
first zionic community, and after 
more than 130 years it continues 
to operate. It is  not sectarian. It is 
a signal community, giving ex-
pression to concepts  of Christian 
community in a secular setting.

 Graceland University, founded 
in 1895 and sponsored by Com-
munity of Christ, remains a vital 
part of the community.  It contin-
ues  to  express the church’s em-
phasis on learning in conjunction 
with faith.  It is  an educational 
home for church young people, 
for future church leaders, and for 
members and non-members alike, 
who form its worldwide commu-
nity.

J o s e p h I I I m o v e d t h e 
headquarters of the church to 
Lamoni in 1881. It remained there 
for over a quarter of a century.  
During that time it grew from 
infancy to adulthood. In 1871 the 
church had a membership of 
6,903 members and a budget of 
$1,376.42. By 1916 membership 
had grown to 78,326, and the 
budget had reached $567,290.29. 
The church matured into a 
worldwide Christian presence.

 Kirtland is important.  The 
Doctrine and Covenants and much 
of the inspiration it contains came 
forth there. The Temple repre-
sents  the church’s spiritual heri-
tage and continues  to foster spiri-
tual endowment. 
 Nauvoo is important. It repre-
sents  great potential and hope 

gone terribly awry, resulting in a 
great schism. It led the church 
into the wilderness, from which 
emerged the Reorganization.
 But Joseph Smith III, Liberty 
Hall, Lamoni, and Graceland form 
much of the foundation of what 
Community of Christ is  today.  It 
is where we grew up, reevaluated 
and remolded our theology. It is 
where community is expressed in 
concrete and inclusive terms.
 So in many ways, it is  the 
church’s most important historic 
site. I pray it will become an inte-
gral part of our educational and 
inspirational effort to know and 
appreciate ourselves and our call 

Liberty Hall Post

to Cindi Wilson
 Cindi Wilson is joining the 
Community  of Christ Historic 
Sites team as site director at 
Liberty Hall in Lamoni, Iowa.
 She fills the spot vacated by  
Steve Smith

Contemplations
from Liberty Hall

On the Web
 Learn more about Liberty  
Hall at the foundation website:  
www.historicsitesfoundation.org.

http://www.historicsitesfoundation.org
http://www.historicsitesfoundation.org
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and made memories. Here are the 
stories  of four former interns who 

work at International Headquar-
ters in Independence, Missouri.

Art Smith
Apostolic Assistant
 In the summer of 1990, Art’s 
father put him on a plane and 
joked with him not to  find a wife 
during his internship at the Jo-
seph Smith Historic  Site in 
Nauvoo, Illinois.
 So much for Dad’s advice.
 That summer Art met a pretty 
intern named Laura Horning. A 
year later, just a week before be-
ginning another internship, this 
one in Kirtland, Ohio, Art and 
Laura were married. “I tell people 
our honeymoon was at the Kirt-
land Temple,” he said.
 Before he boarded the plane to 
his  internship, Art had gone 
through a “not-so-great” first year 
in college. “I was looking for a 
new path.” He found it.
 The result? “Good luck finding 
another historic site intern whose 
life was more turned around.”
 That’s because he fell in love 
with Laura, and much, much 
more.
 “I fell in love with church his-
tory and a different way of think-
ing about church theology.”
 When he first arrived at 
Nauvoo, things started moving 
rapidly. “I think it was  baptism by 
fire,” Art said. “I just remember 
feeling pretty lost and not sure 
what was in store.”
 He soon found out. He took a 
couple of tours and soon found 
himself giving tours. And taking 
classes for college credit. And 
spending time at the Red Brick 
Store. And growing in knowledge 
about church theology, church 
history, and church museum and 

historic-site management. It was a 
lot for a young Canadian to take 
in.
 “This  was a new level of repre-
senting the church to people out-
side the church…and how we 
connected who we were with who 
we are today. That challenge of 
being there representing the 
church in that kind of way was a 
unique and formative experience. I 
don’t think you could overstate 
the significance of that. 
 “This  really expanded my per-
spective on things,” he said, ex-
plaining that his faith shifted 
from becoming centered on Jo-
seph Smith Jr. to becoming cen-
tered on Jesus.
 “For me it was a whole new 
adventure of independence. I’m 
passionately interested in church 
history. You have to know where 
we came from and our genetic 
code. So this was an opportunity 
to understand myself better.”
 Though Art found great value 
in the internship as  a young adult, 
he pointed out that adults  of all 
ages can serve as volunteers. He 
said you’ll never know where it 
will lead.

 “It had never occurred to me 
that I might work for the church. 
The first time that ever crossed 
my mind was at that historic site.”

Diane Martin
Presiding Bishop’s Office
 When Diane Martin headed to 
Nauvoo for an internship in 1980, 
she knew she’d face a lot of chal-
lenges. She just never dreamed 
her fear of heights  would be 
among them.
 So she never pictured herself 
on an extension ladder, scraping 
paint and putty on the back side 
of the Nauvoo House, three floors 
up.
 But if the repeated trips up 
and down that ladder formed her 
worst experience as an intern, the 
best was dressing up in period 
costumes while working in the 
summer kitchen and other places.
 “We would chop the wood, 
build the fire, cook pies and 
stuff,” she said. “We’d spin wool 
and make candles as  if we were 
living in that period so when tours 
came through people could see us 

Leaders
Continued !om Page 1

Art Smith, now an apostolic assistant, fell in love with church history 
and his future wife while interning in Nauvoo.

See Leaders on Page 4
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doing the work and we could ex-
plain what we were doing.”
 She also  was excited to  be 
among the first interns to work in 
the Visitors Center and give tours 
through the Red Brick Store, 
where so many important meet-
ings in church history took place.
 “I enjoyed the historical part. I 
enjoyed sharing with people about 
something important to me like 
the history of my faith. I feel I 
walked away…with a whole new 
understanding, a lot more depth 
about not just the history of the 
church, but the people of history.”
 That’s not all she received 
from the experience. After grow-
ing up in small Nevada, Missouri, 
and going to  a small congregation, 
“I felt my church was so small.”
 The internship changed that.
 “It gave me a foundation or 
desire to be part of something 
bigger. Going to Nauvoo helped 
me know how broad the church is 
and inspired me to be part of it.”
 That inspiration, Diane said, is 
important not only to  young 
adults, but to the church.
 “I think young adults struggle 
with church involvement. It’s the 
first time of being on their own. 

And I think keeping them con-
nected at that age is  a huge bene-
fit to the church. It continues to 
connect years later.”
 Diane is  still connected. She’s 
returned to Nauvoo  several times 
and has visited other sites. In ad-
dition, she suggested to her hus-
band that he might enjoy volun-
teering at Kirtland.
 “I told him, ‘I think you’ll love 
it.’ And he does  love it. It’s been 
an awesome experience for him.”

Awesome enough that his 
volunteer-trip total now stands at 
three and counting.

Heather Frey
Human Resource Ministries
 As  a young adult, Heather 
says, she was far from outgoing. 
The thought of working with 
groups of people was daunting. 
The closer she got to Nauvoo, the 
greater the apprehension.
 “By the time I got there, I was 
having doubts,” she said. “I was 
going to have to  give tours. What 
was I thinking?”
 The fears in that summer of 
1997 didn’t last long. The staff, 
especially Alma Blair, taught the 
interns what sort of questions to 
expect and helped develop 
Heather’s confidence.
 “It was a good experience for 
me, talking to large groups of 

people,” Heather said. “By the end 
of the summer I had it down pat.”
 Her confidence and self-
assurance even survived her worst 
day on the job, though she admits 
feeling a bit embarrassed.
 She was standing atop the 
levee behind the Nauvoo  House, 
speaking to a tour group. She took 
one step too many backward. The 
next thing she knew, she was  be-
ing rescued by a guy on the tour 
after falling down the back of the 
levee.
 But she got through that red-
faced moment. And she glows 
about other experiences.
 “I think my very best day was 
my very last day before I was  go-
ing home to go back to  school. My 
parents were picking me up. They 
got there early. My little sisters 
were with them, and I got to give 
them a tour.”
 Besides learning new skills 
and growing in confidence, 
Heather experienced another 
benefit during her internship.

“My grandmother lived in 
Nauvoo at the time and was a sen-
ior volunteer. Getting to  learn 
about church history, spend the 
summer in Nauvoo, and spend 
more time with my grandmother 
seemed like a good idea. It was 
nice knowing somebody there, 
especially somebody who invited 
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While interning at the Joseph Smith Historic Site in Nauvoo, Diane Martin enjoyed baking in the summer kitchen 
and demonstrating how to make candles for tour groups. She now works in the Presiding Bishopric’s office.

Leaders
Continued !om Page 3



you over for dinner now and 
then.”

Like many others, she de-
scribes her internship as  life-
changing. The instruction in his-
tory took on new meaning be-
cause she was walking in the very 
places it happened.
 “For me it helped to under-
stand and confirm why I was a 
member of this church. When I 
went to college I wasn’t going to 
church much at all. But after 
Nauvoo I was in church every 
Sunday.”
 Years  later, that experience 
helped guide her when she con-
sidered employment with the 
church.
 “When the position came 
open, that was one of the first 
things that came to  mind, what a 
great summer experience that 
was.
 “There are a lot of things  you 
consider when coming to work for 
the church. It requires  a lot of sac-
rifice, but other things make up 
for it. The atmosphere in Nauvoo, 
the atmosphere here at Interna-
tional Headquarters, was a big 
draw.”

Kent Parker
Customer Service
 When Kent Parker headed to 
Kirtland in the summer of 1981 he 
was just coming back from a 
three-year hitch in the Marines, 
who drilled in him “that your faith 
should be in yourself and your 
team.”
 “Kirtland took me beyond 
that. It helped me realize there 
was something more than Kent 
Parker. There was  a deeper sense 
to creation than I’d ever expected. 
That was an awe-inspiring thing.”
 He quickly learned, Kent said, 
that some behavior patterns  in the 
Marines were not acceptable at a 
church site. Kirtland, however, 
quickly wrapped him in its arms, 
and he grew in the embrace.
 “I had some deep spiritual ex-
periences there,” Kent said, “in-
cluding a special blessing by an 

evangelist in the Lower Court 
Sanctuary of the Kirtland Temple. 
But I also found out how much 
work is involved in cleaning those 
beautiful windows.”
 Sounds  like a metaphor for 
many things involving ministry.
 “The best experience there 
was participating in a play after 
tour hours. You had to dress  up in 
costumes, sing, all sorts  of things. 
This was after guide hours. We’d 
guide at 9 a.m. and finish up with 
the play at 10 at night. I was  Sid-
ney Rigdon, one of the early 
church leaders.
 Kent loves stories, and the 
story of the Kirtland Temple, 
helped him focus on his faith.
 “I had a certain fire and pas-
sion. My family goes back seven 
generations. But it wasn’t so  clear 

to me the history involved Kent. 
Kirtland helped to focus that. 
 “It helped me solidify my de-
sire to tell the story…Kirtland 
helped me to realize there’s no 
need to dread. God’s on God’s 
throne, and there’s  reason to  be 
excited.”
 But there was even more to 
Kirtland. There was  a glimpse into 
his future.
 “In the Lower Court I had an 
‘aha! moment’ that let me know 
the day would come when I would 
be a seventy. It was really quite an 
awakening summer for me.
 “I learned that family isn’t 
bound by blood, but it’s  bound by 
the Holy Spirit, and it grows ex-
ponentially.”
 Spoken like a true seventy.

Opportunities
 Stories like these are com-
monplace. Lachlan Mackay, who 
leads the Joseph Smith Historic 
Site, sees them every year. As  a 
former intern, he knows the deep 
impact internships  create. That’s 
why he works for the church.
 But the internships don’t just 
change young adults; they change 
the church, too.
 “It would simply not be possi-
ble to operate Community of 
Christ historic sites without dedi-
cated volunteers, interns, and fel-
lows,” Lachlan said. “They are the 
primary link between the church 
and 100,000-plus visitors.
 “The internships  strengthen 
the connection between young 
adults and the church, and better 
prepare them to live the life of a 
disciple.”
 Barbara Walden, another for-
mer intern, has built a career as 
executive director of the Commu-
nity of Christ Historic Sites Foun-
dation. She also appreciates  the 
benefits of young adults.
 She says the internships “em-
phasize a message of training to-
morrow’s church leadership with 
an understanding of our past. It’s 
a cross-generational message.”
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Kent Parker’s internship
at the Kirtland Temple 
“helped me solidify my 
desire to tell the story.”

 Help Fund Internships

  To help fund internships 
at Community of Christ his-
toric  sites, call (217) 453-
2246 to make a donation. 
Another alternative is to 
send donations to P.O. Box 
338, Nauvoo, IL 62354. You 
a l s o c a n d o n a t e a t   
www.HistoricSitesFounda 
tion.org.
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We Thank Heritage Club Donors
Erma Akey, Boise, ID
Don Albro, Onset, MA
Jeanette Allen , Independence, MO
Leland Allen , Stillwater, OK
Gail and David Anderson, Stafford, VA
Ruth Anderson, Sun City West, AZ
Anonymous,
Dale and Juanita Argotsinger, Aurora, CO
Carol Armstrong, Independence, MO
Lloyd and Elaine Avery, Derby, KS
Thomas and Kathy Bacon, La Porte, TX
Stephen and Roselyn Bankson, Spring Hill, FL
Kent and Diane Barnett, Fremont, CA
Jack and Lila Barnhouse, Lamoni, IA
Mark and Cathy Batey, Mentor, OH
Ronald and Jane Beckman, Omaha, NE
Ken and Laura Beckman, Omaha, NE
Thomas and Kathleen Bennett, Independence, 
MO
Michael Bevard, Vancouver, WA
Dana and Diane Billoings, Hebron, CT
Alma and Kay Blair, Lamoni, IA
David and Joyce Blair, Louisville, KY
Gerald and Maryann Blakely, Belle Vista, AR
Dale and Marla Blevins, Independence, MO
Tom and Mary Lou Bolt, Coleman, MI
Andrew and Jewell Bolton, Independence, MO
Carol Braby, Mt. Dora, FL
Donella Bradley, Sandusky, OH
Kay Broeking, Marion, IL
Kenneth and Jean Brookens, Independence, MO
Donald Brown, Indian Wells, CA
Brad and Donna Bryant, Normal, IL
Audrey Bryant, Wellsburg, WV
Peter and Cherie Buletza, Brick, NJ
Glenn and Jean Burns, Snyder, TX
Norma Byrn, Independence, MO
Roberta Caldwell , Croswell, MI
Church History Library c/o A Hennick, Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake 
City, UT
Glenn Carlisle, New Philadelphia, OH
Greg and Sue Clark, Independence, MO
Anita Colvin, Sequim, WA
Sharon Clothier, Independence, MO
Arkansas Senior Retreat, Community of Christ
Azalea Winter Reunion, Community of Christ
Beacon Heights Community of Christ, Inde-
pendence, MO
Blue Water Reunion, Community of Christ
Cedar Valley Grove Reunion, Community of 
Christ
Cincinnati Community of Christ, Cincinnati, OH
Council Bluffs Community of Christ, Council 
Bluffs, IA
Florida Mission Center, Community of Christ, 
Lakeland, FL
Galesburg Community of Christ, Galesburg, IL
Oceanside Community of Christ, Oceanside, CA
Orange Community of Christ, Orange, CA
Topeka Community of Christ, Topeka, KS
Don Compier, Independence, MO
Byron Constance, Independence, MO
Robert Cook, Macomb, IL
David Cottrell, Middleburg Heights, OH
Ted and Sandra Tinsman, Courtney Law Firm, 
Springfield, MO
Jim and Shari Craven, St. Peters, MO
Bruce and Gloria Crockett, Kirtland, OH

Dona and Dennis Cunningham, Cuyahoga Falls, 
OH
Tillieann Davidson, Kirtland, OH
David Davis, Kingston, MO
Kathleen Dennis, Clare, MI
Daniel Diem, Evanston, IL
Bob and Beverly Dimmitt, Saint Louis, MO
Melba Jean Dixon, Farwell, MI
Wes and Kathi Dodds, Morenci, MI
Ed and Rosanne Dowell, Independence, MO
Mary Jacks Dynes, Lee’s Summit, MO
Nina Eason, Mount Ayr, IA
Michael and Terri Edwards, Bolingbrook, IL
Frank and Trude Einhellig, Springfield, MO
Ray and Betty Elam, Los Gatos, CA
Richard Elvin, Princeton, MN
James and Judith Estes, St. Joseph, MO
David and Carolyn Ettinger, Council Bluffs, IA
Marla Faszholz, Berkeley, CA
Royce and Lois Foster, Montebello, CA
Geraldine Geiling, Sanford, MI
Barbara Gilbert, Independence, MO
Robert and Cecile Gough, Derby, KS
Bruce and Janet Graham, Enfield, CT
David Grant, Roseville, MI
Larry Green, Mondamin, IA
R.R. and Maxine Greninger , Miami, OK
Mike and Debi Hale, Olathe, KS
Don and Coleen Hanawalt, North Fort Myers, FL
Francis Hansen, Blue Springs, MO
Bobby and Patricia Hardin, Saginaw, MI
Martha Harper, Lamoni, IA
David and Carla Harrington, Shenandoah, IA
Jay and Almeta Harris, St. Louis, MO
Lisa Hedrick, Bolingbrook, IL
Alan and Kathryn Henderson, Logan, IA
Warren and Helen Hinkle, Bettendorf, IA
David Hinkle, Chicago, IL
Leona Hobbs, Kingsville, MO
Philip and Jackie Hogue, Troy, IL
William and Ruth Horn, Independence, MO
Hilda Horsley, Blue Springs, MO
Paul and Ann Jernigan, Mobile, AL
Jane Johnson, Sanford, MI
Charlotte Ellen Jones, Sherman Oaks, CA
Steve Jones, Blue Springs, MO
Leonard and Mary Jordison, Guthrie Center, IA
Marie Jordison, Fort Dodge, IA
Matie Jorgensen, Tucson, AZ
Peter and Kris Judd, Kansas City, MO
Darrel and Marilyn Kelty, Rosemead, CA
Elaine Kelty, Rosemead, CA
Margaret Kent, Corydon, IA
John and Cheryl Kester, Topeka, KS
Marvin and Marion Kleinau, Carbondale, IL
William and Renee, Knapp, Edwardsville, IL
Gerry Knoeller, St. Louis, MO
Harriet Kolias, Grants Pass, OR
Gearl Koonce, Georgetown, TX
Bob and Diane Kyser, Independence, MO
Jean Lampman, Midland, MI
Charles Laudie, Iowa City, IA
Beverly Lindburg, Coal Valley, IL
Marion Lindquist, Chatsworth, IL
Charles Lindstrom, Corryton, TN
John and Dahna Loeding, Lapeer, MI
Richard and Helen Long, Mound City, KS
M. Valora Long, Davis City, IA
John and Anina Luff, Odessa, MO
Lach and Christin Mackay, Nauvoo, IL

Sinclair Mackay, Wichita, KS
Elaine Martens, Independence, MO
Larry and Diane Martin, Independence, MO
John and Becky Marvin, South Bend, WA
Robert and Marianne Mathena, Omaha, NE
Ronald McCanless, Independence, MO
Mike McFall, Royal Oak, MI
Terry McGeorge, West Allis, WI
Gene and Marlene McIntosh, Springerton, IL
Glenda McKnight, Osceola, IA
Donald and Lynn McMillan, Independence, MO
Donna McVey, Jacksonville, AR
David Mehlisch, Fort Myers, FL
Betty Meier, Plano, IL
Robert Mell, Long Beach, CA
Ivan and Nancy Mendenhall, Rogers, AR
Norma Mercurio, Columbus, OH
Reed Merrill, Logan, UT
Carl Mesle, Independence, MO
Bobbi Mier, Grand Rapids, MI
Meredith and Brenda Mitchell, Cedar Rapids, IA
Tom and Vikki Morain, Lamoni, IA
Bill and Sherry Morain, Lamoni, IA
Robert and Janet Mortimore, Clio, IA
Jeanne Murphey, Glen Carbon, IL
Bill and Goldia Mustain, Pineville, LA
Janet Myer, Bethel Park, PA
Jeff and Susan Naylor, Independence, MO
Jim Needham, Kansas City, KS
David and Doreen Netter, Independence, MO
Ethel Nii, Los Angeles, CA
John and Mary Lou Noble, Punta Gorda, FL
Gerald and Sally Oehring, Lincoln, NE
Darrell and Connie O’Kelley, Bloomington, IL
Terrence and Patricia O’Leary, St. Augustine, FL
Steven and Frances Orton, Provo, UT
Richard and Carolyn Otis, Iowa City, IA
Lee and Karen Ourth, Nauvoo, IL
William and Ila Palmer, New Port Richey, FL
Donald and Georgia Payne, Lincoln, NE
Clayton Pearce, Austin, TX
Randall and Mary Pratt, Lee’s Summit, MO
Mary Randall, Flushing, MI
Joseph and Gloria Rasmussen, Redwood City, 
CA
Cynthia Ray, Marion, IL
Horace and Alyce Reichard, Transfer, PA
Clint and Alicia Reine, Shawnee KS
Gordon and Sue Rhine, Marion, IL
Don and Evelyn Richardson, Nauvoo, IL
Ilene Ries, Iowa City, IA
Steve and Margy Robinson, Port Charlotte, FL
Myrtha Robinson, Independence, MO
Ralph Rockett, Mt. Vernon, IL
Duane and Shirley, Rodecap, Kansas City, MO
Blake Rosbury, Louisville, KY
Bill and Lois Russell, Lamoni, IA
Maurice and June Russell, Independence, MO
Margaret Ryder, Petersburg, IN
Larry and Audrey Sanderson, Port Ludlow, WA
Greg and Becky Savage, Lee’s Summit, MO
Mark and Rita, Scherer, Independence, MO
Delores Schiefelbein, Janesville, WI
Gred and Judy Schieszer, Prairie Village, KS
Nona Schneider, St. Joseph, MI
Kenneth and Cynthia Schnell, Independence, 
MO
Jerry Scranton, Independence, MO
Dick and Gael Self, Oviedo, FL

Continued on Page 7



By Greg Clark
One good dig deserves an-

other.
After an absence of decades, 

archaeological digs have resumed 
at the Joseph Smith Historic Site in 
Nauvoo, Illinois. And because ef-
forts in the summer of 2012 were 
so encouraging, another dig is 
planned for the summer of 2013.

“I am thrilled that we can again 
offer hands-on history,” said 
Lachlan Mackay, director of the 
historic site.  “Our understanding 
of life in 1840s Nauvoo has been 
informed in so many ways by the 
work of dedicated volunteers dig-
ging in years past.

“Those who departed from this 
world so  long ago  continue to 
speak to  us  through the objects 
they left behind.”

Paul DeBarthe worked in 
Nauvoo in the 1970s and 1980s 
with Dr. Robert Bray of the Univer-

sity of Missouri.  Paul recently re-
tired and returned to Nauvoo in 
June with his wife, Rina. They 
hoped to identify the site of a 
double log cabin where Lucy Mack 
Smith and Joseph Smith Sr. lived. 
They found the cabin, mentioned 
in Joseph Smith III’s  memoirs, on 
the southeast corner of Main and 
Water Streets.
 But that was just a small part 
of the dig. And DeBarthe had a lot 
of help.
 Students and faculty from 
Brigham Young University sur-
veyed several sites, using ground-
penetrating radar in an attempt to 

locate foundations, wells, out-
houses, and other features.
 Their efforts led to the excava-
tion of several test pits by stu-
dents, historic-site interns, local 
volunteers, reunion attendees, and 
campers. In addition, a core of 
dedicated volunteers spent almost 
four weeks, trowels in hand, 
though temperature often topped 
100 degrees. 
  They discovered artifacts 
spanning modern times, the 1840s, 
and thousands  of years ago. Find-
ings were encouraging enough to 
persuade Paul to plan a more 
thorough exploration this summer.
 Of course volunteers will be 
needed. Housing and training will 

be provided. “I have every expecta-
tion,” Mackay said, “that the im-
pact of this new crop of volunteers 

will be significant in the life of the 
historic site.

 How to Help
To learn more about help-

ing with the 2013 excavation, 
please contact Lachlan Mackay 
a t ( 2 1 7 ) 4 5 3 - 2 2 4 6 o r 
LMackay@CofChrist.org.

Nauvoo Eagerly Awaits Its Summer Dig

Donors
Continued from Page 6
Charles and Alice Shakespeare, Independence, 
MO
Faye Shaw, Holt, FL
Steven Shields, Independence, MO
Kathy Shockley, Independence, MO
Steve and Joan Smith, Lamoni, IA 50140
Wallace and Anne Smith, Independence, MO
Bonnie Sparks, Independence, MO
Ronald and Evelyn Spence, Council Bluffs, IA
Pat and Judi Spillman, Independence, MO
Betty and Ken Stobaugh, Independence, MO
Jean Sutton, Collierville, TN
Gayle Thistlethwaite, Dekalb, IL
Jack and Mary Thomas, Kearney, MO
Awilda Thomas, Glendale, AZ
Richard and Doris Thompson, Buckner, MO
Jack and Ginny Tigner, Coleman, MI
Wilma Titus, Santa Maria, CA
M. Richard and Marjorie Troeh, Independence, 
MO
Nathan and Kari Twombly, Blue Springs, MO
Glenna Van Buskirk, Kirtland, OH
Lee Varvaro, Gillette, WY
Dale and Esther Volz, Minden City, MI
Maurice Wade, Independence, MO
Eleanor Wagner, Delta, CO
Barb Walden, Lexington, KY
Jim and Marietta Walden, Ridgecrest, CA
George Wamsley, Wheaton, IL
Dale and Erma Warren, Fairfield, IL
Kathy Watts, Norfolk, VA
Glenn and Phyllis Webb, Tunnel Hill, IL
Doug Webb, Independence, MO
Robert and Janet Webster, Solon, IA
John and Gloria Weese, Columbus, OH

Lew and Alice Weigand, Bellevue, NE
Beth Wikoff, Independence, MO
Joyce Wilcox, La Mesa, CA
Blair and Marian Wildermuth, Independence, 
MO
David and Sharyn Wiley, Portage, MI
Ralph and Carolyn Williams, Martin, GA
Carla Wilson, Nebraska City, NE
John and Jann Wolf, Clare, MI
Dennis and Sharon Wood, Olathe, KS
Gary and Marjorie Woods, Lake Charles, LA
Edward and Norma Woods, treasurer, Woods 
Family Charitable Foundation, Edmond, OK

Restricted Donations
Joseph Smith Historic Site
Jean Arceo, Knoxville, TN
Emil and Muriel Cross, Bella Vista, AR
Eric and Angie Mitchell, Crestview, FL
Sam and Judy Weston, Logan UT

Kirtland Temple Endowment
 Karl and Joyce Anderson, Kirtland, OH
 Reed Merrill, Logan, UT
Jerry and Sandra Mogg, St. Joseph, MO
Kenneth and Virginia Savage, Parsons, KS
Jeanette Schmidt, Carmichael, CA
Brett Woolley, Gilbert, AZ
John Whitmer Books, royalties from House of 
the Lord: An Illustrated History of the Kirtland 
Temple

Liberty Hall
Les and Ava Gardner, Lamoni, IA
Marie Hawley, Lamoni, IA
Don and Jan Keairnes, Lamoni, IA
Bob and Diane Kyser, Independence, MO
M. Valora Long, Davis City, IA
Del and Kathy Ranney, Lamoni, IA
Gary Rees, Lamoni, IA
Steve and Joan Smith, Lamoni, IA
Lester and Joyce Stevenson, Lamoni, IA
Greg Sutherland, Ellston, IA

Foundation Prepares for World Conference

 The Community of Christ Historic Sites Foundation is 
preparing for the church’s World Conference, beginning April 
13.
 The foundation will supply educational materials, arti-
facts, and resources to visitors, who will come from 50 nations.
 Look for the foundation booth in the World Peace Village. 
In addition, guided tours of the Flournoy House and the F.M. 
Smith Study near the Temple will be available daily from noon to 
2:00 p.m.
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Make a Donation,
Aid Preservation

Preserving and sharing 
church heritage and telling 
the sacred story  of our jour-
ney is a privilege and a re-
sponsibility.

To help the Community of 
Christ Historic Sites Founda-
tion fulfill that mission, call 
(217) 453-2246 to make a 
donation.

Another alternative is to 
send donations to P.O. Box 
338, Nauvoo, IL 62354.

You also can donate at   
www.HistoricSitesFounda 
tion.org.

Volunteers Needed
To volunteer at a historic 

site, contact Lachlan Mackay 
at (217) 453-2246 or at 
lmackay@CofChrist.org.

Community of Christ
Historic Sites Foundation
P.O. Box 338
Nauvoo, IL 623354

“Journey Stories” a Hit
in Telling the History of  Nauvoo

 
By Greg Clark

  The Smithsonian received a rousing reception when it 
came to Nauvoo, Illinois.

  “Journey  Stories,” a traveling exhibit that focuses on why 
we and our ancestors came to America, last fall enjoyed a six-
week run in Nauvoo. Complementing the exhibit, the commu-
nity formed two exhibits on local history  and offered numer-
ous other programs.

  The exhibits stemmed from efforts to recognize differ-
ences among the many groups that have called Nauvoo home. 
New relationships and agreement that the past is important 
were keys to receiving “Journey  Stories.” Now groups are striv-
ing to learn and share each others’ stories while hoping for a 
better life.

  The groups include several types of Latter Day  Saints, 
Icarian descendants, Germans, Catholics, Lutherans, Method-
ists, Baptists, Presbyterians, agnostics, atheists, and others.

  Lachlan Mackay, director of the Joseph Smith Historic Site 
in Nauvoo, explained that the importance of the project sur-
passed the desire to entertain visitors. It involved the ability of 
groups to get along.

Fall Bus Tour
Now Taking
Reservations

The Historic Sites Bus Tour has 
proved so popular that another trip 
is set this fall.

The event will run from Octo-
ber 8-17. Highlights will include 
stops at historic sites in Nauvoo, 
Illinois; Kirtland, Ohio; Plano, Illi-
nois; and Lamoni, Iowa.

Other stops  will feature sacred 
sites in Palmyra, New York; Niagara 
Falls; and the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame in Cooperstown, New York.

Stops also will include a his-
toric Shaker village in Massachu-
settes and the Oneida Community 
Mansion House.

For more information, contact 
Barbara Walden at (440) 477-9562 
or bwalden@cchsf.org.

http://www.HistoricSites
http://www.HistoricSites
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