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To Make a Donation 
Preserving and shar-

ing church heritage and 
telling the sacred story is 
both a privilege and a 
responsibility. 

To give to the Com-
munity of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation, call 
(217) 453-2246. 

An alternative is to 
send donations to P.O. 
Box 338, Nauvoo, IL 
62354. You also can give 
at www.HistoricSites 
Foundation.org. 

The website also fea-
tures updates on news 
and historic sites. 
On the Web 

To stay up to date 
with foundation events, 
view striking photos, and 
learn contact informa-
tion, visit www.Historic  
SitesFoundation.org. 

Electronic Forum 
If you want The Fo-

rum electronically, visit 
www.HistoricSitesFoun-
dation.org. 
Visit Us on Facebook 

The social network is 
a big hit with many his-
toric-site fans. Visit 
www.facebook.com.

Liberty Hall 
Christmas Tea 
brings guests, 
holiday joy.

Preserving & Sharing!
Church Heritage

New Faces Ease Board’s Loss

On the fall bus tour, men learned Shaker dancing. (Norma Elgan photo; see story on Page 6) 

Harmon-McLaughlin Finds Joy, 
Opportunity in Post at Kirtland

Learn of Interns, 

Fellows, Volunteers 

 To learn about in-
ternships, fellowships, 
or volunteering at a 
Community of Christ 
historic site, contact 
Lachlan Mackay at 
(217) 453-2246 or 
LMackay@CofChrist.org . 

By Greg Clark 
Katie Harmon-McLaughlin says she and her hus-

band, Zac, have “kind of a cliché love story.” The 
church has played a key role in that story since the 
start. It’s still involved, with Katie now serving as 
spiritual-formation director at the Kirtland Temple 
complex in Ohio. 

For her, the assignment seems natural because it 

See Kirtland on Page 5

By Greg Clark 
 Change is hard. It’s 
especially difficult when 
a group loses five valued 
contributors with a com-
bined total of decades of 
service. 
 That’s the position 
the Community of Christ 

Historic Sites Foundation 
board encountered at 
year’s end. 
 The pain was eased 
quickly, however, when 
f i ve peop le—Andrea 
Read, Kent Brooner , 
Cameron Argotsinger, 
Donna Steele Wendling, 

a n d S c o t t B r i t t o n -
Mehlisch—received ap-
proval as new board 
members. 
 They’re helping fill 
the void created by three 
term expirations and two 

See Leaders on Page 8
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We Thank Donors for 2013 Support
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Heritage Club: Leading Member 
Karen Wade, Los Alamitos, CA !
Heritage Club: Patron Members 
Dean and Gladys Cox, Austin, TX 
Tim and Lynne Baller, Sioux City, IA 
Jay and Almeta Harris, St. Louis, MO 
George Lund, Overland Park, KS 
Louise Morden, Lewiston, NY 
Jeff and Susan Naylor, Independence, 

MO 
Jay and Cherry Newcom, Westminster, 

CO 
Jim and Jean Tabor, Blue Springs, MO 
David and Dona Tiffany, Grand Junc-

tion, CO 
Beverly Tyree, Iowa City, IA 
Edward and Norma Woods, Edmond, OK 
  
Heritage Club: 
Sustaining Members 
Ronald and Jane Beckman, Omaha, NE 
Kirk and Judy Cross, Columbus, OH 
Peter and Kris Judd, Kansas City, MO 
Gordon Lambert, Marion, IL 
Joanne Lerud-Heck, Arvada, CO 
Tom and Vikki Morain, Lamoni, IA 
James and Amber Newcom, Omaha, NE 
Dennis and Mary Lou Piepergerdes, Ex-

celsior Springs, MO 
David and Martha Romig, Katy, TX 
Sally Roth, Overland Park, KS 
Tom and Avis Tolbert, Pensacola, FL 
Nathan and Kari Twombly, Blue Springs, 

MO 
Barb Walden, East Granby, CT 
Donna and Gregory Wendling, Brewton, 

AL 
Clarice Young, Lamoure, ND !
Heritage Club: Contributing  
Members 
Alma and Kay Blair, Lamoni, IA 
Andrew and Jewell Bolton, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Morris and Jennifer Boswell, Lamoni, IA 
Peter and Cherie Buletza, Brick, NJ 
Norma Byrn, Independence, MO 
Francis and Velma Cain, Independence, 

MO 
Paul and Cathy Colarusso, Conway, AR 
Carol Constance, Blue Springs, MO 
David Cottrell, Middleburg Heights, OH 
Jim and Shari Craven, St. Peters, MO 
David and Carolyn Ettinger, Council 

Bluffs, IA 
Martha Harper, Lamoni, IA 
Richard Kenney, Rego Park, NY 

Robin Linkhart, Longmont, CO 
John and Anina Luff, Odessa, MO 
Jerry and Sandra Mogg, St. Joseph, MO 
John and Mary Lou Noble, Punta Gorda, 

FL 
Raymond and Nancy Powell, Creston, IA 
Randall and Mary Pratt, Lee's Summit, 

MO 
Clint and Alicia Reine, Shawnee, KS 
Greg and Judy Schieszer, Prairie Village, 

KS 
Calvin V. Stowell, Independence, MO 
Jim and Marietta Walden, Ridgecrest, 

CA 
Mary Jacks Whipple, Lee's Summit, MO 
  

Heritage Club: 
Friend of the Foundation 
Don Albro, Onset, MA 
Jeanette Allen, Independence, MO 
Carol Armstrong, Independence, MO 
Carrie Ball, Lincoln, NE 
Kent and Diane Barnett, Fremont, CA 
David and Joyce Blair, Louisville, KY 
Tom and Mary Lou Bolt, Coleman, MI 
Donald and Nancy Bowman, Whitehall, 

MT 
Brad and Donna Bryant, Effingham, IL 
Glenn and Jean Burns, Snyder, TX 
Roberta Caldwell, Croswell, MI 
Greg and Sue Clark, Independence, MO 
Sharon Clothier, Independence, MO 
Richard and Louita Clothier, Lamoni, IA 
Byron Constance, Independence, MO 
Stan and Bev Corrington, University 

Place, WA 
Tillieann Davidson, Kirtland, OH 
Tom and Barbara De Witt, Nauvoo, IL 
Kathy Denman-Wilke, Stillwater, MN 
Daniel Diem, Evanston, IL 
Bob and Beverly Dimmitt, St. Louis, MO 
Melba Jean Dixon, Farwell, MI 
Wes and Kathi Dodds, Morenci, MI 
Marla Faszholz, Berkeley, CA 
Isabella Fisher, Independence, MO 
Royce and Lois Foster, Montebello, CA 
Cynthia Frerking, Blue Springs, MO 
Sharon Gernaat, McBain, MI 
Larry Green, Mondamin, IA 
R.R. and Maxine Greninger, Miami, OK 
Richard and Diana Guthrie, Wichita, KS 
Bobby and Patricia Hardin, Saginaw, MI 
Donald and Loretta Harlacher, Pinedale, 

AZ 
David and Carla Harrington, Shenan-

doah, IA 

David and Doris Hattey, Liberty, MO 

Robert and Lucretia Hawley, Hamilton, 
MO 

Evelyn Herron, Lexington, KY 
David Hinkle, Chicago, IL 
Warren and Helen Hinkle, Bettendorf, IA 
Richard and Barbara Howard, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Eileen Humphrey, Saint George, UT 
Walter and Judith Hunter, Port Saint 

Lucie, FL 
W.R. and Alice Hyatt, Centennial, CO 
Paul and Ann Jernigan, Mobile, AL 
Steve and Jan Jones, Blue Springs, MO 
Darrel and Marilyn Kelty, Rosemead, CA 
Lori Klockau, Iowa City, IA 
William and Renee Knapp, Edwardsville, 

IL 
Gerry Knoeller, Kirkwood, MO 
Jean Lampman, Midland, MI 
Marion Lindquist, Chatsworth, IL 
Charles and Patricia Lindstrom, Corry-

ton, TN 
John and Dahna Loeding, Lapeer, MI 
Sam and Pat Marmoy, Independence, 

MO 
John and Becky Marvin, South Bend, WA 
Ronald McCanless, Independence, MO 
Terry McGeorge, West Allis, WI 
Norma Mercurio, Columbus, OH 
Marilyn Millard, Jefferson, IA 
Meredith and Brenda Mitchell, Cedar 

Rapids, IA 
Ralph and Dorothy Mortimore, Quincy, 

IL 
Robert and Janet Mortimore, Clio, IA 
Robyn Mun, Independence, MO 
Gerald and Sally Oehring, Lincoln, NE 
Lee and Karen Ourth, Nauvoo, IL 
Georgia Payne, Lincoln, NE 
Mary Randall, Flushing, MI 
Veronica Reither Reese, Lakewood, CO 
Gordon and Sue Rhine, Marion, IL 
Don and Evelyn Richardson, Nauvoo, IL 
Steve and Margy Robinson, Port Char-

lotte, FL 
Maurice and June Russell, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Larry and Audrey Sanderson, Port Lud-

low, WA 
Mark and Rita Scherer, Independence, 

MO 
Delores Schiefelbein, Janesville, WI 
Dick and Gael Self, Oviedo, FL 
Faye Shaw, Holt, FL 
Steven Shields, Independence, MO 
Juanita Short, Delta, CO 
Wallace and Anne Smith, Independence, 

MO 
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Peter Smith, Odessa, FL 
Eldred and Carolyn Spain, Gilbert, AZ 
Pat and Judi Spillman, Independence, 

MO 
Lester and Joyce Stevenson, Lamoni, IA 
Betty and Ken Stobaugh, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Jerry Stone, Camden, ME 
David and Vickie Thatcher, Riverside, 

MO 
Gayle Thistlethwaite, Dekalb, IL 
Richard and Doris Thompson, Buckner, 

MO 
Jack and Ginny Tigner, Coleman, MI 
Frederick and Zahra Troeh, Seneca, KS 
Glenna Van Buskirk, Kirtland, OH 
Lew and Alice Weigand, Bellevue, NE 
Floyd and Dorothy Wheat, St. Joseph, 

MO 
Joyce Wilcox, La Mesa, CA 
Blair and Marian Wildermuth, Indepen-

dence, MO 
John and Jann Wolf, Clare, MI 
Dennis and Sharon Wood, Olathe, KS 
Susan Woods, Midwest City, OK 
  
Additional Generous Donors 
2013 "Sing the Sacred Story!" Historic 

Sites Bus Tour 
Erma Akey, Boise, ID 
Anonymous 
Ralph Aona, Kaneohe, HI 
Mona Jean Arceo, Knowville, TN 
Dale and Juanita Argotsinger, Aurora, 

CO 
Thomas and Kathy Bacon, La Porte, TX 
Stephen and Roselyn Bankson, Spring 

Hill, FL 
Pamela Barton, Pontiac, MI 
Michael and Dian Bates, Wexford, PA 
Ronald and Elaine Benevides, Fall Riv-

er, MA 
Gerald and Maryann Blakely, Belle 

Vista, AR 
Jim and Beth Brown, Ormond Beach, FL 
L.D. Brundidge, Salem, OR 
Edward and Mary Ellen Bullard, Mid-

land, MI 
Carol Cease Campbell, Lexington, MI 
Glenn Carlisle, New Philadelphia, OH 
Ron and Judy Carter, Columbia, MO  
Kenneth and Shirley Christian, Sagi-

naw, MI 
Clayton and Joann Condit, Phoenix, AZ 
Patricia Constance, Independence, MO 
Robert Cook, Macomb, IL 
Claribelle Crawford, Port Orange, FL 
Dennis and Dona Cunningham, Cuya-

hoga Falls, OH 
James and Dena DeVormer, Rockford, 

MI 

Ed and Rosanne Dowell, Indepen-
dence, MO 

Norma Elgan, Independence, MO 
Donald and Nancy Evans, Kennesaw, 

GA 
Catherine Garrett, Arion, IA 
Galen Gibson, Northglenn, CO 
David and Joan Guthrie, Johnstown, CO 
Earl and Joanne Hayward, Alma, MI 
Vernon Hill, New Brighton, MN 
Leona Hobbs, Kingsville, MO 
Norma Holman, Wayne City, IL 
Thomas Holt, Cicero, IL 
Hilda Horsley, Blue Springs, MO 
Jerry Howard, Fort Wayne, IN 
Viola Jensen, Livermore, CA 
Marie Jordison, Fort Dodge, IA 
Veryl Kappes, King City, OR 
Sheila and Michael Klinebriel, Rock-

bridge, OH 
Jerry and Doris Latham, Warwick, RI 
Charles Laudie, Iowa City, IA 
Catherine Loving, Independence, MO 
Gilbert Mann, Pansacola, FL 
Elaine Martens, Independence, MO 
Robert and Marianne Mathena, Omaha, 

NE 
Charles and Yvonne McClain, Hender-

son, NV 
Norma Melges, Mt. Morris, IL 
Norris and Janet Miles, Sharpsville, PA 
Theodore and Patricia Mueller, Spring 

Valley Lake, CA 
Christina Nagel, Independence, MO  
Jim Needham, Kansas City, KS 
David and Doreen Netter, Indepen-

dence, MO 
Carole Parson, St. Joseph, MO 
Gerald and Cynthia Ray, Marion, IL 
Terry and Carol Ann Reiff, Whitehall, 

MT 
Gregory and Carolyn Rockhold, 

Smithville, MO 
Lieu and Helen Smith, Shell Knob, MO 
John and Eloise Snider, Kansas City, 

MO 
Bonnie Sparks, Independence, MO 
Myron and Joani Steinbrink, Albany, 

OR 
Elaine Stienon, Ann Arbor, MI 
Elizabeth Swick, Charleston, WV 
Church History Library, The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt 
Lake City, UT 

Betty Tweedie, Lake City, MI 
William Wagoner, Eugene, OR 

Robert and Janet Webster, Solon, IA 
Sheila Weidling, North Highlands, CA 
Darwin and Ethel Wismer, Amherst-

burg, Ontario, Canada 
Woods Family Charitable Foundation, 

Edmond, OK 
Michael and Julie Wright, Jackson, MS 
  Community of Christ Congrega-
tional Partners and Reunions 
World Conference, Independence, MO 
Alaska Congregation, Alaska, MI 
Arizona Winter Reunion, Arizona USA 

Mission Center, AZ 
Azalea Winter Reunion, Southern Al-

abama/Northwest Florida USA Mis-
sion Center, FL 

Cincinnati Congregation, Cincinnati, 
OH 

Deerhaven Winter Reunion, Florida 
USA Mission Center, FL 

Forest Hills Congregation, Louisville, 
KY 

Onset Reunion, New England USA Mis-
sion Center, MA 

Sanford Reunion, Michigan USA Mis-
sion Center, MI !Gifts in Honor of Sylvia Culver 

Eleanor Wagner, Delta, CO !Generous Bequests 
Joyce M. Kensler Trust 
Kensler Family Trust !
Gifts Designated to Kirtland 
Temple 
Thomas and Kathy Bacon, La Porte, TX 
Isabella Fisher, Independence, MO 
Reed Merrill, Logan, UT 
Jerry and Sandra Mogg, St. Joseph, MO 
Jeanette Schmidt, Carmichael, CA 
John Whitmer Books, Royalties from 

House of the Lord: An Illustrated His-
tory of the Kirtland Temple, Inde-
pendence, MO !

Gifts in Honor of Evelyn Masek 
(for preservation of Kirtland 
Temple) 
Tillieann Davidson 
June Fisher 
Jeffrey S., Gray 
Lynn Naughton 
Wayne and Marilyn, Spease 
Glenna Van Buskirk !
Gifts Designated to Liberty Hall 
Historic Site 
Alma and Kay Blair, Lamoni, IA 
Lohre Fisher, Lamoni, IA 
Don and Jan Keairnes, Lamoni, IA 

 Help Fund Internships 
  Call (217) 453-2246 to 

support internships.

3
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By Greg Clark 
 Heather Frey from 
Community of Christ 
Human Resource Min-
istries was on the other 
end of the phone, but 
Dawn Pagat knew who 
the call was really from. 
 “I think I just got a 
big nudge from God,” she 
later told her husband. 
 That was in January 
2013. Several months lat-
er the former summer 
intern at the Joseph 
Smith Historic Site in 
Nauvoo, I l l inois, was 
happily working as a 
bookkeeper and adminis-
trative assistant at In-
ternational Headquarters 
in Independence, Mis-
souri. 
 Dawn, 43, is among 
many interns at properties 
supported by the Com-
munity of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation who have 
landed in roles with the 
church. They all cite their 
volunteer stints as impor-
tant in their development. 
 “ I i n c r e a s e d m y 
knowledge of church his-
tory from that summer, 
said Dawn, who attended 
Graceland College and re-
ceived degrees in history 
and theater. “I got my pa-
triarchal (now evangelist) 
blessing at Nauvoo. In-
ternships tend to increase 
involvement with the 
church. 
 “The Lord calls us to 

do different things, and 

part of how an organiza-

tion runs is through the 

different people who contribute. Volunteering pro-

vides opportunities to spread our faith.” 

 That faith helped carry her 

after she was downsized 

from her job in Kansas City. 

 “ I spent the next s ix 
months looking for a job, 
and I always felt I needed to 
look on the church website 
for positions.” 
 She even applied for one, 
but she didn’t get it. Howev-
er, she did make a big im-
pression. So… 
 “I had just gotten done 
with a workout at the gym. 
My phone was in my locker. 
It was ringing.” Seconds lat-
er she heard Heather, her-
self a Nauvoo intern in 1997, 
ask if she wanted to apply 
for a different position. 
 People of any age can 

volunteer at the historic sites. 
But Dawn, who interned in 
1990, sees special value in 
young adults volunteering. 
 “You’re still developing at 
that point,” she said. “You’ve 
not totally figured out who 
you are. When you have vol-
unteer experiences, you not 
only expand your knowledge 
of other people and other 
cultures, it helps you figure 
out” things about yourself. 
 Dawn’s internship also 
helped her make enduring 
friendships. She remains 
close with two other interns 
from that summer: Apostle 
Art Smith and his wife, Laura 
Horning.  
 Dawn also sees another 
benefit to volunteering at a 
historic site. 
 “This is the historian 
coming out in me. We have to 
know where we’ve come 

from. When you volunteer you 
learn our history, its significance, and how it influ-
ences us. Convey that knowledge to others, and 
that’s an outreach opportunity.” !

Former Intern Gets “Nudge from God”

When Dawn Pagat (upper left) interned at 
the Joseph Smith Historic Site, the attire 
was a bit more relaxed than in the 1940s, 
when several other future church leaders 
spent time as interns.
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blends spirituality with 
history. 
 “I think that spiritual 
depth has always been a 
really important part of 
this movement,” she said. 
“In some ways it’s at the 
heart of the Enduring 
Principle of Continuing 
Revelation and being 
open to how God’s Spirit 
is revealing things to us. 
 “That’s been passed 
on from generation to 
generation and has be-
come a core part of who 
we are.” 
 Making her position 
at the Visitor and Spiritu-
al Formation Center even 
sweeter is that it’s almost 
like coming home. Katie 
said her grandparents live 
in the nearby Cleveland area, 
where her parents grew up. 
 “[Kirtland’s like] a second 
home for me because I always re-
turned there as a child,” said 
Katie, now 26. I have memories of 
going to the Temple with my 
grandparents. It was always kind 
of a special place for me.” 
 After Graceland and marriage, 

Katie and Zac moved to California, 

where they both served in full-

time ministry. They were happy 

and comfy there, but then came 

the call for Katie to go to Kirtland. 

 She started in September and 

already sees opportunities. 

 “I want to create opportunities 
for people to experience the Spirit 
in planned retreats at Kirtland,” 
Katie said. “I want to offer them 
several times a year. 
 She also understands the im-
portance of making the connection 
between young people and spiri-
tuality. 
 “It’s critical. In spiritual tradi-
tion, storytelling is so important, 
so finding ways to tell of where 
we’ve been can give us great 
courage as we move into the fu-
ture.” 
 She’s quickly making positive 
impressions. 
 “It is immediately apparent 
that Katie is a blessing to the Kirt-

land Temple Visitor and Spiritual 
Formation Center and the Kirtland 
Congregation,” said Ron Romig, 
the Temple’s site director. “Katie 
embodies what is best in our tra-
dition and who we hope to be-
come.” 
 The key, she says, is a connec-
tion between spirituality and the 
church’s development. 
 “I think that spiritual depth 
has always been a really important 
part of this movement. In some 
ways it’s at the heart of the Endur-
ing Principle of Continuing Revela-
tion and being open to how God’s 
Spirit is revealing things to us. …
The early Kirtland era…gave Saints 
courage and vision.” 
 Besides her church upbringing, 

education, and experience, she 

carries another attribute. 

 “When I went on a caravan trip 
with my youth group, we visited 
the Kirtland site, and we had a 
worship service in the Temple one 
night. The feeling you get when in 
that space [is inspirational].” 
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Kirtland 
Continued from Page 1

Kirtland Visitor and Spiritual Formation Center 
 We set this land and building apart to help shape our identity as 
Community of Christ. May this be a place where we share our faith 
story openly, honestly, and graciously; a place where we offer lessons 
from our historical journey to guide our feet toward tomorrow. 

—Presiding Evangelist David Brock’s 

 dedicatory prayer, June 9, 2007 

Katie Harmon-McLaughlin feels Kirtland is like a second home.
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By Greg Clark 
A woman from Texas answered 

an invitation. A man from Florida 
sought a path to church connec-
tions. And a couple from Alabama 
saw a road to knowledge. 
 Though they had different mo-
tivations, they shared a similar 
view of last October’s bus tour of 
historic church sites and other at-
tractions: 
 Fantastic! 
 For those who missed the bus 
last fall, the 2013 riders strongly 
recommend that folks plan now 
for this year’s tour. The “Sing the 
Sacred Story Bus Tour” in October 
will stop at historic sites in Nau-
voo, Illinois; Kirtland, Ohio; Lam-
oni, Iowa; Palmyra, New York; and 
many more. Other attractions will 
include Niagara Falls, the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New 
York; Shaker villages; and vivid fall 
foliage. 
 Different personalities form 
each tour. But riders from every 
trip share something in common: 
an appreciation for the presenta-
tion, stories, and people who be-
come a family for 10 days. !
The Texan 
 Elsie Kornman just couldn’t 
say no. At a retreat in 2012, the 
81-year-old woman from Longview 
met Glenna Van Buskirk and Bar-
bara Walden. Van Buskirk volun-
teers at Community of Christ his-
toric sites, and Walden is executive 
director of the Community of 
Christ Historic Sites Foundation. 
She’s also the driving force 
(though not the driver) of the bus 
trips that have brought joy and 
knowledge to hundreds. 
 Elsie and Glenna hit it off. 

Soon, Elsie found herself saying 

yes to Glenna’s invitation. 

 “It didn’t take a lot of talking. I 
had never done a bus tour and 
thought it would be fun to do.” 
 She liked several parts of the 
trip. But she especially enjoyed the 
way it tied church history into na-
tional events. 
 “I think the most interesting 
for me was to see the origins of 
my faith movement in a context of 
other beginnings. …I guess you’d 
say it made it relevant and alive 
for me. 
 “When you walk in the foot-
steps of people you’ve read about 
for years and then walk the paths 
and sit in the same seats, it has an 
emotional impact that reading 
about it doesn’t carry. Those sto-
ries you’ve read and accepted for 
years are almost a visceral part of 
you now.”  !
The Floridian 
 Peter Smith had been an avid 

fan of church history since he 

joined Community of Christ at 19. 

But the Odessa resident had start-

ed to drift from that history. 

 Then he began to realize how 
much he missed it and “how little I 
knew about these sites.” So he 
signed up for the bus tour. Even 
more, he served as the bus pastor, 
leading devotionals and a service 
at the Kirtland Temple, his favorite 
stop. 
 There’s a depth to the Spirit 
there. I’ve been there twice, and 
both times I’ve connected to histo-
ry and God. It’s an amazing place.” 
 P e t e r , 4 2 , s a i d th e t r i p 
“grounded me in our church’s sa-
cred story. It brought back this 
sense of belonging to a movement 
that started in some extraordinary 
circumstances. It connected me in 
a way that made me appreciate 
who we are.” 
 “It reconfirmed an excitement I 

Bus Tour Hits All the High Notes

The Maid of the Mist provided a spectacular view of Niagara Falls for 
members of last fall’s bus tour.

See Bus Tour on Page 7
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Add a another stanza to the “Sing the Sacred 
Story” bus tour. 

Last year’s event was such a hit that another 
tour led by the Community of Christ Historic Sites 
Foundation is scheduled this year from October 6–
15. 

Tour guests will enjoy singing new and old 
songs on the bus while traveling from one destina-
tion to another. They’ll also hear stories, learn about 
the sites, and deepen their appreciation for church 
heritage. 

Highlights will include evening worship in 

the Kirtland Temple, a vespers service at the Plano 

Stone Church, a hymn festival at Nauvoo’s Red Brick 

Store, a stroll in the Sacred Grove, and more. 

The itinerary also will include stops at Nia-

gara Falls, the National Baseball Hall of Fame, Feni-

more Art Museum, Hancock Shaker Village, and 

Oneida Community Mansion House. 

David Bolton, music and worship support 
specialist at Community of Christ International 
Headquarters, will join the bus tour as a guest min-
ister. He was part of the team that helped to develop 
the hymnal, Community of Christ Sings. 

He is a musician, author of several hymns, 
and co-founder of the Emma Hale Smith hymn festi-
val held at the Kirtland Temple every July. 

The cost is $1,375 per person (double occu-
pancy) and $1,875 per person (single occupancy). 
The tour will start and end in Independence, Mis-
souri. For more information or to reserve your seat, 
contact Barbara Walden by e-mail, bwalden@His-
toricSitesFoundation.org; by phone, (440) 477-9562; 
or by postal mail at Community of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation, P.O. Box 338, Nauvoo, IL 62354. 

2014 Bus Tour to Offer Highlights, Music, More

had when I first learned about the 
church, what it stood for, and 
where it came from. It strength-
ened my foundation.” 
 Peter sees value in individuals 
making pilgrimages to the historic 
sites, but he especially recom-
mends going with a group. The 
bus tour offered the best of both, 
Peter said, because Peter said in-
dividuals received time on their 
own to explore, too. 
 “For me the group experience 
added such a wonderful dynamic. 
Sometimes when in a group you 
experience things much different-
ly than by yourself.” !
The Alabamans 
 Gregory Wendling said he and 
his wife, Donna, signed up for the 
tour “to learn more about the 
church, a little more about the 
history, and actually go to the 
places the history was.” 
 Gregory, 55, carried the per-
spective of being a new member. 

Though he had attended a Com-
munity of Christ congregation for 
about a decade, he was baptized 
and confirmed April 7, 2013. In 
the following days the 
Brewton couple at-
tended World Confer-
ence and then hopped 
on the bus. 
  “My wife had al-
ways wanted to go, so, 
‘Hey let’s do it!’ I con-
sidered myself kind of 
like a newbie on the 
trip. But this is part of 
me now. It added to 
my conviction. 
 G r e g o r y e a s i l y 
identified his favorite 
part of the trip. 
 “I really felt in 
touch with the Spirit 
at the Sacred Grove in 
New York. It was a 
spiritual thing that I 
wasn’t expecting. It 
seemed that as I got 
into it the Spirit was 
leading me. 
 “Throughout my 
journey in the grove I 
w a s t o u c h e d b y 

things. When we got back on the 
bus my pastor, his wife, and my 
wife…just knew from the inside of 
me that I was glowing.” 
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Bus Tour 
Continued from Page 6

Volunteers Dolores Vest of Pensacola, Florida, 
and Karel Denkmann of Elk Grove, Illinois, 
greeted bus tour guests in Kirtland.
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Make a Donation, 
Aid Preservation 

Preserving and sharing 
church heritage and telling 
the sacred story of our jour-
ney is a privilege and a re-
sponsibility. 

To help the Community of 
Christ Historic Sites Founda-
tion fulfill that mission, call 
(217) 453-2246 to make a 
donation. 

Another alternative is to 
send donations to P.O. Box 
338, Nauvoo, IL 62354. 

You also can donate at   
www.HistoricSitesFounda 
tion.org. 

Volunteers Needed 
To volunteer at a historic 

site, contact Lachlan Mackay 
at (217) 453-2246 or at 
lmackay@CofChrist.org.

Community of Christ 
Historic Sites Foundation 
P.O. Box 338 
Nauvoo, IL 623354

resignations, all effective at the 
end of 2013. The departures mean 
stalwarts Pat Spillman, Kirk Cross, 
Bob Dimmitt, David Byrn, and 
George Lund no longer will be rou-
tinely available as the board pur-
sues its mission of preserving and 
sharing church heritage. 

They leave, showered with grat-
itude for jobs well done. Most have 
served as board officers. All have 
offered expertise in their fields 
that has blessed the foundation 
and its properties. 

At November’s board meeting, 
President Jeff Naylor commented 
on what the changes mean. 

“We have a tremendous oppor-
tunity before us to build on the 
many contributions of these gen-
tleman, and there also comes a 
great responsibility to make sure 
we move forward in a way that 
honors their contributions and po-
sitions us as a board for new 
things that come along.” 

The board bid farewell in Feb-
ruary with a dinner that honored 
those departing because of health, 
age, family, or work reasons. 

“The five board members who 
have concluded their service pro-
vided tremendous leadership and 
direction,” Naylor said in February. 
“We are grateful for their contribu-
tions in architectural design, legal 
counsel, professional business 
management, finance, and real es-
tate management. Those skills 
have been quite valuable to the 
board and the historic sites them-
selves. We wish them well in their 
future endeavors of service and 
ministry.” 
 Though board service generally 
is low profile in public eyes, Naylor 
noted how important the work is. 
 “Board members serve as the 
best ambassadors to bring to life 
the foundation’s message of pre-
serving and sharing church her-
itage. It is through the board’s vi-
sion and passion that we are able 
to creatively expand support for 
historic sites as places where to-

day’s church members can better 
understand their ties to the 
Restoration movement, and where 
seekers and visitors can learn 
more about Community of Christ 
and our Enduring Principles of 
Christian discipleship.” 
 That’s why it was crucial for 
the board move quickly to replace 
the departing veterans with ener-
getic, engaging, and enthusiastic 
people who bring special expertise. 
Many of them hold skills similar to 
those of the outgoing members. 
 “I'm especially thrilled that a 
number of our new board mem-
bers are young adults and will help 
us more effectively communicate 
our mission to younger genera-
tions,” Naylor said. 
 “I look forward to sharing the 

institutional knowledge of the 

foundation with our new members, 

but, more importantly, I’m eager to 

see the perspectives and new di-

rections these new members can 

share with the board incumbents. 

It’s an exciting time!” 

Leaders 
Continued from Page 1


