CommunitX of Christ

Historic Sites Foundation

Preserving & Sharing
Church Heritage

To Make a Donation

Preserving and shar-
ing church heritage and
telling the sacred story is
both a privilege and a
responsibility.

To give to the Com-
munity of Christ Historic
Sites Foundation, call
(217) 453-2246.

An alternative is to
send donations to P.O.
Box 338, Nauvoo, IL
62354. You also can give
at www.HistoricSites
Foundation.org/donate.
On the Web

Home
Jacquie Bethel is

T iie=rir 0

Hi

The Holy Land Tour provided life-
changing stops and experiences.

HOLY
LAND

By Greg Clark

For one person, it happened in | =

Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity
while singing “Silent Night.”

For another it was while riding
high atop a camel near the Mount of
Olives.

For yet another, it came while
floating in a boat in the fresh water of
the Sea of Galilee.

Others experienced it while
climbing a pyramid in Egypt, explor-
ing the ruins of the Masada fortress,
visiting the site of the Sermon on the

See Holy Land on page 11
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HISTORIC SITES BUS TOUR
OCTOBER 5-15, 2020

Join us on an 11-day tour as we
explore the stories behind the
remarkable women throughout
Community of Christ history.
Experience the past through the
eyes of the women who once
lived 1n Kirtland, Nauvoo, Plano,
and Lamoni. Learn about their
timeless contributions to our faith
community and see how their
discipleship left a mark on future
generations, including your own.

Seating is limited.
Reserve your seat today!




Tour Highlights

See the historic landscapes and sites in Palmyra,
New York, and learn about the first female
members of the church. Gain a greater
understanding of their role in preparing the first
missionaries and helping to establish the church.

Experience Kirtland, Nauvoo, and Plano through
the eyes of the women who lived in these historic
communities. Learn about their sacrifice for the
greater community good.

Visit Liberty Hall and hear the stories behind the
women who lived in historic Lamoni.

WOMEN'’S HISTORY IN THE UNITED
STATES

Celebrate the 100th anniversary of women'’s right
to vote by visiting several significant places on
the road to equality for all women. Sites include:
- Women’s Rights National Historic Park

- Susan B. Anthony home

- Harriet Tubman home

Explore the lives of female religious leaders such
as Ellen G. White as you tour the historic
Seventh Day Adventist Village. Learn about Ann
Lee’s unique leadership style while exploring
Hancock Shaker Village.

GLORIOUS FALL FOLIAGE AND MORE!

Experience breathtaking autumn views, delicious
foods, and delightful fellowship as you make your
way across eight states. Reunite with old friends
and enjoy new friendships on this “reunion on the
road” bus tour.

TOUR DETAILS AND PRICING

$1,750 per person, double-occupancy
$2,350 per person, single occupancy

Tour price includes luxury bus transportation (from
Independence, MO), all overnight lodging, tour and
admission fees, and most meals.

For more information about this exciting
educational travel opportunity, go to:
www. HistoricSitesFoundation.org
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Bethel feeling
right at home
with foundation

By Greg Clark

Perhaps no person has more right to a spot with the
Community of Christ Historic Sites Foundation than Jacquie
Bethel.

After all, she’s the only board member who as a child
once called one of those sites “home.”

Now 65, Jacquie lives in Huntington Beach, California, but
spends time uplifting all the properties supported by the
foundation. They include the Joseph Smith Historic Site in
Nauvoo, Illinois; the Kirtland Temple in Ohio; Heritage Plaza
in Independence, Missouri; and the Plano Stone Church in
[llinois.

And, of course, there’s Liberty Hall, Joseph Smith III's
former home in Lamoni, lowa. It was there that Jacquie, as a
13-year-old, spent a year finding treasures in the attic, run-
ning from spiders, and appreciating links to the past.

Her family had just moved to Lamoni, where her dad had
accepted a job in education and coaching. Because of a hous-
ing shortage, they ended up in the home of the former church
president.

“When 1 first started school in Lamoni...I didn’t have
many friends,” Jacquie said. “It was a tight-knit community.
But in the attic there were a lot of tidbits of history. And I
found these diaries, from two daughters. They kind of helped
me get through the year. I also was interested in their clothes
and hats.”

She remembers two early impressions of the home.

“The house was magnificent. It was so unique and had so
much history. But at that time we liked horror movies, and I
could conjure up so many scary thoughts. There was a ceme-
tery on one side and an old house in the back. It was a won-
derful place for a child with an incredible imagination.”

But a few things weren’'t so wonderful. “Spiders and
crawling critters were everywhere!” Also, there was no air
conditioning for summer heat, and the winter was cold.

Little did she know that one day she’d serve on a board
charged with preserving and sharing the church heritage of
such places. That came about because a close friendship with
Karen Graham Wade, then the board president.

“Jacquie and I met approximately 16 years ago after she
took early retirement and moved to California due to her
husband, Paul’s, job,” Karen said. “We connected almost im-
mediately. Jacquie and Paul, both of whom have very deep
roots in the church, have always valued our heritage. When
our mission center started co-sponsoring Storyteller events
with the foundation, they became some of our staunchest
supporters.

Jacquie Bethel and Peter Smith confer during a meeting.

consider serving on the Historic Sites Foundation Board of
Directors. ...It was hardly any time before she got back to me
and said that she felt this possibility was an answer to her
prayers, because she was looking for a new avenue in which
to serve. And this seemed to be a perfect fit.”

Jacquie, a retired area sales manager for an international
manufacturing company for construction products, thought
her background would help. “In sales you learn about how to
communicate with people, solve problems, and how to en-
courage people. At the historic sites we're encouraging peo-
ple to donate or be part of something that intrinsically is
Community of Christ. It's about selling, being honest with
where you're at, and maintaining the sites.”

The importance of those tasks goes beyond childhood
memories.

“I want my grandchildren to be able to experience that
same awe and wonder when they see the places we have
been. [ want to share the past with them so that they may
have a better understanding of my faith, my parents’ faith,
and their great-great-grandparents’ faith communities.”

Barbara Walden, executive director of the foundation,
called Jacquie “a real treasure to the foundation and broader
church history community” Walden praised her “leadership
skills, attention to detail, genuine enthusiasm for church his-
tory and passion for preserving the historic sites. I especially
appreciate her interest in the women’s experience through-
out Community of Christ history. That interest will be ex-
tremely helpful as we host the 2020 bus tour”

Jacquie already has experience with foundation-spon-
sored tours. She and Paul went on the “Zion Past and Present”
tour in 2018. One of the stops: Liberty Hall.

She saw lots of changes. “It's definitely been reconfigured

to the original small rooms...It’s the original design.”
And there was one more important improvement:
“I didn’t see any spiders.”

“One daz, I zust came out and asked her if she would
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We Thank Donors for 2019 Support

LEADING MEMBERS

Richard and Sarah Allen, Okemos, Ml

Paul and Jacquie Bethel, Huntington Beach,
CA

Fred and Myra Elliott, Peoria IL

Alan and Kathryn Henderson, Logan. IA

Robert Mell, Long Beach, CA

Leonard and Claudia Mussell, Chatsworth CA

Jeff and Susan Naylor, Oak Hill, VA

Sally Roth, Overland Park, KS

Karen Wade, Los Alamito, CA

Jim and Marietta Walden, Ridgecrest, CA

Thomas and Susan Webber, La Conner, WA

Woods Family Charitable Foundation, Ed-
mond, OK

PATRON MEMBERS

Lynne Baller, Sioux City, 1A

Mildred Blevins, Independence, MO

Julia Bredin, Lee’s Summit MO

Scott and Michelle Britton-Mehlisch, Lee’s
Summit, MO

Kent Brooner, St. Joseph, MO

Dennis and Meredith Carr, Rising Sun, MD

Ann and Jim Carson, Weeping Water, NE

Jack and Phillis Davison, Macon, MO

Judith Edmunds, Warrensburg, MO

Scott and Laura Fisher, Onset, MA

Charles and Catherine Greenberg, Okee-
chobee, FL

Kevin and Robyn Harper, Anthem, AZ

Timothy and Beverly Klocko, Kansas City, MO

Gearl Koonce, Georgetown, TX

Garland and Sarah Land, Blue Springs, MO

Joanne Lerud-Heck, Arvada, CO

Robin and Kevin Linkhart, Longmont, CO

Jay and Cherry Newcom, Westminster, CO

Dennis and Mary Lou Piepergerdes, Newton,
KS

Gerald Scranton, Independence, MO

Lieu and Helen Smith, Shell Knob, MO

John and Ruth Smith, Blue Springs, MO

Gayle Thistlethwaite, Dekalb, IL

David and Dona Tiffany, Grand Junction, CO

Nathan and Kari Twombly, Blue Springs, MO

Barbara Walden, Indianapolis, IN

Blair and Marian Wildermuth, Independence,
MO

Janet Zeiger, Bethel Park, PA

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Mary and Joe Bayless, Independence, MO
Ronald and Jane Beckman, Omaha, NE
Andrew and Jewell Bolton, Leicester, England
Seth and Jennifer Bryant, Kirtland, OH

Cara Clifford, Vienna, WV

Paul and Cathy Colarusso, Conway, AR

Can Help

People give to the
Community of Christ Historic
Sites Foundation for many
reasons.

Some give to honor and
preserve church heritage.

Some give because of
spiritual experiences while
visiting one of the sites.

Some give to provide
opportunities for young people
to learn and deepen their
appreciation for church history.

Some give in honor or
memory of loved ones, past and
present.

No matter your reason for
giving, we deeply appreciate
your support. You can mail
donations to P.O. Box 338,
Nauvoo, IL 62354. You also can
donate your gifts online at
www. HistoricSitesFoundation
.0rg.

Patricia Cote, Hampden, MA

Stephen and Stassi Cramm, St. Charles, MO
Steven and Shirley Davidson, Kirtland, OH
Sharon Gernaat, McBain, Ml

Marian Hassell, Richmond, VA

David Hinkle, Chicago, IL

Paul and Ann Jernigan, Mobile, AL

Peter and Kris Judd, Des Moines, IA
Richard Kenney Rego, Park, NY

Earl Koonce, Independence, MO

Gordon Lambert, Marion, IL

George Lund, Overland Park, KS

Gilbert Mann, Pensacola, FL

Frederick and Beverly McKane, Alton, IL
Louise Morden, Lewiston, NY

Carole Parson, St. Joseph, MO

John and Charlene Saur, lowa City, IA

Bill and Martha Schulte, Clearwater, FL
Peter Smith, Odessa, FL

Julie Suzuki, Torrance, CA

Kay Wade, Torrance, CA

Darwin Wismer, Amherstburg, ON, Canada

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Connie and Paul Allen, San Diego, CA
Elaine Avery, Cheboygan, Ml

Bill and Lela Ayers, Mesa, AZ

John and Cheryl Ballantyne, Bettendorf, 1A

Kent and Diane Barnett, Fremont, CA

Pamela Barton, Pontiac, Ml

Alma Blair, Johnston, |A

Carolyn and William Cleveland, Dripping
Springs, TX

Maurice and Linda Coffman, Omaha, NE

Madeline Sue Coleman, Simi Valley, CA

Carol Constance, Blue Springs, MO

David Cottrell, Orlando, FL

Jim and Shari Craven, St. Peters, MO

Elwyn and Karen Davis, Pittsburg, KS

James and Dena DeVormer, Rockford, Ml

Richard and Sandra Eaton, Warrensburg, MO

James Fairchild

Richard and Jody Fielder, Independence, MO

Gerald and Lois Giddens, Rancho Mission
Viejo, CA

Barbara Gilbert, Independence, MO

Bruce and Janet Graham, Endfield, CT

Larry Green, Mondamin, |A

R.R. and Maxine Greninger, Miami, OK

Martha Harper, Lamoni, IA

David and Georgia Higgins, Lakewood, CA

Russell and Faye Horne, Cave Creek, AZ

William and Alice Hyatt, Centennial, CO

Mary Jacks, Redmond, OR

David Kent, Mount Prospect, IL

William and Judy Kramer, Independence, MO

Dawn Lagone

Charles and Patricia Lindstrom, Corryton, TN

John and Dahna Loeding, Lapeer, Ml

Lach and Christin, Mackay Nauvoo, IL

John and Kay Mader, Lee’s Summit, MO

Marlene Mclintosh, Springerton, IL

Mark and Kathryn Minton, Dallas, TX

Wilfred and Loretta Miyashiro, Gardena, CA

Jerry and Sandra Mogg, St. Joseph, MO

Judy Mohler, Jefferson, IA

Sally Oehring, Lincoln, NE

Sandy and Bob Paschall, O’Fallon, IL

Don and Arlene Pike, Diamond Bar, CA

Randall and Mary Pratt, Lee’s Summit, MO

Andrea Read, Independence, MO

Andy and Emily Smith, Concord, OH

Pat and Judi Spillman, Independence, MO

Norman and Darleen Swails, Lee’s Summit,
MO

Jim and Jean Tabor, Independence, MO

William Tepper, Hartselle, AL

Beverly Tyree, lowa City, IA

Lee Varvaro, Gillette, WY

Dale and Esther Volz, Minden City, Ml

Daniel and Alice Waite, Blue Springs, MO

Jerry and Shaunna Webb, Tustin, CA

John and Gloria Weese, Columbus, OH
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Clarice Young, Oakdale,
MN

Stephen and Nancy
Zahniser, Lawrence,
KS

FRIEND OF THE FOUN-

DATION MEMBERS

Erma Akey, Boise, ID

Dolores Allen, Flint, Ml

Janice and Jimmie An-
dersen, Council Bluffs,
1A

Renae and Robert
Franks Angeroth,
Pleasant Hill, IA

Dale and Juanita Ar-
gotsinger, Aurora, CO

Julia Ashby, Grant City,
MO

Lowell and Sylvia Ayers,
San Antonio, TX

Wendy Bacon

Charles and Sally Bald-
win, Blue Springs, MO

Richard and Bonnie
Ballantyne, Lamoni, IA

Stephen and Roselyn
Bankson, Spring Hill,
FL

Michael and Dian Bates,
Wexford, PA

Eugene and Doris
Beach, Cheboygan, Ml

Steven and Vicki Beebe,
Mayville, Ml

David and Joyce Benev-
ides, Onset, MA

Thomas and Kathleen
Bennett, Indepen-
dence, MO

Barbara Bernauer, Kan-
sas City, MO

-

The Treasury at Petra, renowned in an Indiana Jones movie, brought smiles galore.

Tonia Cooper, Hunt-
ington Beach, CA

Richard Cordova, San
Diego, CA

Stan and Beverly Cor-
rington, University
Place, WA

Cheryl and James
Craft, Olathe, KS

Janice Cramer, Inde-
pendence, MO

LaDora Cripps, Inde-
pendence, MO

Penelope Curry

Jerry and Emma Dale,
Stillwater, OK

Tillieann Davidson,
Kirtland, OH

Kathy Denman-Wilke,
Stillwater, MN

Daniel Diem, Evan-
ston, IL

Melba Jean Dixon,
Farwell, Ml

Ed and Rosanne Dow-
ell, Independence, MO

Connie Elgan, Inde-
pendence MO

Kathryn Elliott, West
Des Moines, IA

Donald and Kathleen
Ewing, Longmont, CO

Nancy Exelby, Ann
Arbor, MI

Richard and Marla
Faszhole, Berkeley, CA

Isabella Fisher, Inde-
pendence, MO

Jan Flanery, Walnut
Cove, NC

Deverine Fletcher
Arthur Gardner, Lam-
oni, IA

Richard and Tara Betts,
Lee’s Summit, MO

David and Joyce Blair, Louisville, KY

Rex and Judy Boswell, Oak Grove, MO

Nancy Bowman, Whitehall, MT

Howard and Junia Braby, Blue Springs, MO

Don and Barbara Breshears, Lamoni, IA

Janelle Brooner, Independence, MO

Jim and Beth Brown, Ormond Beach, FL

Ruth Ann Brown, Beardstown, IL

Cheryl Browning

Audrey Bryant, Wellsburg, WV

Robert Burcham

Sharon Burnett, Sioux City, IA

Roberta Caldwell, Croswell, MI

Carol Cease Campbell, Fort Gratiot, Ml

William and Patricia Campbell, Auburn, WA

Carol and LeRoy Carpenter, Kewanee, IL

Lauren Carr, Blue Springs, MO

Nancy Cervi, Kirtland, OH

Anthony and Charmaine Chvala-Smith, In-
dependence, MO

Greg and Sue Clark, Independence, MO

Irene Clark, Peoria, AZ

Ronald and Diane Clark, Blue Springs, MO

Larry and Cheryln Cleveland, Lee’s Summit,
MO

Frederick Cole, Los Fresnos, TX

Ramona and Gary Collins, Kansas City, MO

Anita Colvin, Sequim, WA

Clayton and Joann Condit, Phoenix, AZ

Byron and Jane Taylor Constance, Indepen-
dence, MO

Mary June Garn, Char-

lotte, MI
Catherine Garrett, Arion, IA

Mildred Gintz, Torrance, CA

Steven and Madora Graffeo, Independence,
MO

Candace Gray

Janné Grover, Lee’s Summit, MO

Nancy Hadsell, Pflugerville, TX

Betty Hannon-Koonce, Georgetown, TX

Bobby Hardin, Saginaw, Ml

Donald and Loretta Harlacher

Ronald and Joyce Harmon, LaGrange, OH

Francis Harper, Woodbine, 1A

Glen and Joy Harris, Thousand Oaks, CA

Ginny Hart, Independence, MO

Suzanne Higa, Mililani, HI
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Helen Hinkle, Bet- /" Norris and Janet Miles,

tendorf, 1A -4 g Sharpsville, PA

Leona Hobbs, 1 Ron and Caryn Brown Mil-
Kingsville, MO lard, Stillwell, KS

Bonnie Holler, Fair- Andrew Mills, St. Louis MO
field, IL Ruth Miluski, Columbia,

MO

Richard and Bar- Meredith and Brenda
bara Howard, ] 2 - Mitchell, Cedar Rapids, IA
Independence, B s 3 . b L . i=  Betsy Miyahira, Honolulu,
MO J 858 : 3 - HI

Connie Humphrey Bruce and Sandy

Judith Hunter, Port = Moore ,La Verne, CA

Jean Holmes

St. Lucie, FL 3 ! ' e y _ ' = Mike Moores
Mike Ingersoll N o T e : “1 Joyce Moses, University
Diane Irish, Univer- §& ' ' . ' Park, IA

sity Place, WA
Arlene and Donald
Jackson, Sheri-

Colleen Moss, Puyallup,
WA
oy Sylvia Mucci, Pensacola,
woLFL

dan, IL
Wendie Jenkins, '1 David and Jacqueline
Phoenix, AZ 34 Mueller, Tallahassee, FL
David Jobe Jeanne Murphey, Glen

Carbon, IL
,2" Marilyn Myers, Lawrence,
S KS

Glenn Johnson,
Lewiston, NY
Jane Johnson, San-

ford, Ml Donald and Geraldine
Steve Jones, Lee’s % Myers, Portage, MI

Summit, MO . Lowell and Nancy Naber,
John Kazyaka, San y Sleepy Hollow, IL

Diego, CA Christina Nagel, Lee’s

Summit, MO
¥% Bill and Sandra Naylor,
i Independence, MO
. Norman and Mary

# Nichols, Fremont, IN
John and Mary Lou No-
" ble, Punta Gorda, FL
Phyllis O’Daniels, Creston,
1A

Richard and Carolyn Otis,
lowa City, IA

Lee and Karen Ourth,
Nauvoo, IL

Frederick and Joyce
Keenan, Lee’s
Summit, MO

Darrel and Marilyn
Kelty, Rosemead,
CA

Matthew Kinsinger [ *

Marvin and Marion |~
Kleinau, Carbon-
dale, IL

Gerry Knoeller, St.
Louis, MO

Thadd and Cindy
Koonce, Midland, ) T Carole Outhouse, San
TX 4 hiaw : ~~ Diego, CA

Bob and Diane Tour guests became well acquainted with relics and sites from another era. lla Palmer, New Port
Kyser, Indepen- . Richey, FL
d:;nce MOp Roland and Elizabeth Marolf Brenda Parkes, Overland Park, KS

Michelle and Michael Langford, Wareham, MA Carolyn Mason, 'Atmore, AL Ralph and Judith Paulson, Mount Pleasant, WI

Denise Leichter, Carpinteria, CA Robert and Marlar'me Mathena?, Omaha, NE Stephen and Mary Ann Pomeroy, Bellevue, WA

Marvin and Milda Lewis, Independence, MO Anthony and J_eanle M'?\yer, Twin Falls, ID Raymond and Nancy Powell, Creston, 1A

Beverly Lindburg, Coal Valley, IL Sharon McClain, La Quinta, CA Ronald and Lori Powell, Pensacola, FL

Marion Lindquist, Danforth, IL Cheryl McGraw, Pr,OSprCt’ KY Thomas and Roberta Rastle, Escondido, CA

. Cliff McIntosh, Springfield, IL

Valora Long, Lamoni, IA Marsha Rastle

Judith and Dale Luffman, Redmond, OR GarY Mclean, St,' Paul, MN Gerald and Cynthia Ray, Marion, IL

Susan Mack, Flora, IL David and Jacquie MEhIIS_Ch’ Fort Myers, FL Terry and Carol Reiff, Whitehall, MT

Justice and Evelyn Manning, Daphne, AL Norma Melges, Mt. Morris, IL i Gordon and Sue Rhine, Marion, IL

Judie Marinelli, Addison, IL Stan and Gail Mengel, Blue Springs, MO Linda Rice, Carroliton, GA

Sam and Pat Marmoy, Tempe, AZ Norma Mercurio, Westerville, OH Linda Ricketts, Mesa, AZ
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Charles and Pam
Robison, Inde-
pendence, MO

Gregory and Car-
olyn Rockhold,
Smithville, MO

Nancy Rogers, Hot
Springs, AR

LeRoy Roth, Lin-
coln, NE

Larry and Audrey
Sanderson, Port
Ludlow, WA

Ryan Sargent

Greg and Becky
Savage, Lee’s
Summit, MO

Delores Schiefel-
bein, Janesville,
WI

Greg and Judy
Schieszer, Prairie
Village, KS

Phil and Martha
Schmidgall,
Avon, IN

Jon and Ann
Schwengel,
Duquoin, IL

Chris and Terry
Scott, Indepen-
dence, MO

Ward and Donnie
Serig, Pensacola,
FL

Faye Shaw, Holt,
FL

Steven Shields, Las
Vegas, NV

John Shotwell

Ronald Silver-
thorn, Prescott,
AZ

Steve and Joan
Smith, Seattle,
WA

Blake Smith

Mary Smith, Idaho
Falls, ID

Wallace and Anne Smith, Lee’s Summit, MO
Donna Steele-Wendling, Brewton, AL

Debra Stephens, Honey Creek, IA

Betty and Ken Stobaugh, Independence, MO
Norma Storms, Raytown, MO

Greg Sutherland, Ellston, 1A

David and Vickie Thatcher, Riverside, MO
David and Judith Thompson, Burlingame, KS
Richard and Doris Thompson, Buckner, MO
Jack and Ginny Tigner, Coleman, Ml

Connie Truelove

o

The immensity of the pyramids inspired great awe and wonder among many Visitors.

Lee Updike

Wilma Urbaniak, Pensacola, FL

Jerome and Marvis Vares, Oklahoma City, OK
Dolores Vest, Pensacola, FL

Donna Vicars, Sheridan, IL

Glenn Wardrop, Atmore, AL

Dale and Erma Warren, Fairfield, IL
Daniel and Jane Watkins, Binghamton, NY
Joe and Betty Wellington, Edmond, OK
Mary Welton, Peoria, AZ

Julie Werner

Eleanor West, Boyne City, Ml

Modesto, CA

Katie Barber

SPRING 2020

Floyd and
Dorothy Wheat,
St. Joseph, MO

Joyce Wilcox, La
Mesa, CA

Richard and Lin-
da Wiley, Allegan,
M

David and Sharyn
Wiley, Portage, Ml

Jerry and Barbara
Wiley, Blue
Springs, MO

Ralph and Car-
olyn Williams,
Independence,
MO

Chuck and Pat
Williams, Mesa,
AZ

Carla Wilson,
Nebraska City, NE

Wanda Wis-
niewski, Jewett
City, CT

Dennis and
Sharon Wood,
Kansas City, MO

Michael Wright,
Rome, Italy

Lynda Yarrington,
Independence,
MO

Cheryl A. Yost,
Lincoln, CA

Dennis and
DeAun Young,
Buckner, MO

Alan and Cather-
ine Zahniser, Lee’s
Summit, MO

ADDITIONAL
DONORS
Virginia Adams,
Osowatomie, KS
Gloria Allsman,
Wichita, KS
Carol Anderson,

Fay Andrews, Tallahassee, FL

Ralph Aona, Kaneohe, HI

Mona Jean Arceo, Knoxville, TN

Carol Armstrong, Independence, MO
Dwight and Rochelle Arnold, Chariton, IA
Carrie Ball, Lincoln, NE

R.G. and Elizabeth Barbour, Mobile, AL
Deborah Bartlett
Kristine Beckman, Lansing, Ml
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Gary and Edith Beebe, Anaheim,
CA

Ronald and Elaine Benevides, Fall
River, MA

Dana and Diane, Billings Hebron,
CcT

Ron and Donna, Bogue Holt, MO
Kenneth and Jean Brookens,
Independence, MO

Brad and Donna Bryant, Effing-
ham, IL

Mary Ellen Bullard, Midland, Ml
Stazie Church

Church History Library Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
Salt Lake City, UT

Patricia Constance, Indepen-
dence, MO

David and Carla Crosser-Harring-
ton, Shenandoah, IA

Linda Dobson

Norma Elgan, Independence, MO
Harry MG and Laura Elwell, Ed-
mond, OK

Dean Faust, Des Moines, IA
Donna Foster, Largo, FL

Dan French, Gladwin, Ml
Cynthia Frerking, Blue Springs,
MO

Frances Garrison

Suzanne Godfrey ,Prescott, AZ
David and Joan Guthrie, John-
stown, CO

Richard and Diana Guthrie,
Mount Hope, KS

Natalie Harper

Carol and Robert Harrison, Mer-
ritt, Ml

William and Mary Hastetler, Or-
lando, FL

JoAnne Hayward, Alma, Ml
Mark and Cherie Hensley, Lam-
oni, IA

David and Cynthia Huber,
Theodore, AL

James Huffman, Grand Island, NY
Pam and Richard Jenkins,
Navarre, FL

John and Joanna Kernstock, Bay
City, Ml

Steven and Laura King, Onset,
MA

Michael Klinebriel, Logan, OH
Catherine Loving, Kalamazoo, Ml
Don MacDonald, Clare, Ml
James and Kathleen Mayer, Sagi-
naw, Ml

Virginia Mead, Onset, MA

Gail Miller, Independence, MO
David and Doreen Netter, Inde-
pendence, MO

L. JeAnette Pike, Pocola, OK
Evelyn Richardson, Crestview, FL
Nancy and Russell Ross, St.
George, UT

Bill and Lois Russell, Lamoni, IA
Robert and Suzette Ryder, Holts
Summit, MO

Ron and Ann Sanson, Orange
City, IA

Randallyn Smith, Lamoni, IA
Herb and Shirley Smith

John and Eloise Snider, Kansas
City, MO

Robert and Portia Stanke, Inde-
pendence, MO

Jerry Stone, Camden, ME
Wilma Titus, Santa Maria, CA
Richard and Marjorie Troeh,
Independence, MO

Anna Troyer, Greeley, CO

Gary and Barb Villanueve, Alpe-
na, Ml

Eleanor Wagner, Delta, CO

Judi Walton, Sun City, AZ
Robert and Janet Webster, Solon,
1A

Sandra Whalen

Louise Whipples, West Mel-
bourne, FL

Gentle Word

IN MEMORY OF DON
RICHARDSON

Kristin Bateman

Dana and Diane Billings

Carol and Edward Brooks
Lexington, MA, Community of
Christ

Fred and Myra Elliott

Bruce and Janet Graham
Brenda and Meredith Mitchell
Ronald and Anne Romig
Barbara Walden

Gerald and Margette Weimann

IN MEMORY OF NANCY NEILSEN
Lynne Baller

IN MEMORY OF JAMES RENEAU
Robert and Marianne Mathena

IN HONOR OF JEFF AND SUSAN
NAYLOR
William and Alice Hyatt

IN HONOR OF GLENN JOHNSON
Louise Morden

IN HONOR OF KRISTEN HINES
Louise Morden

=
e = = D
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Besides visiting famous antiquity sites, guests experienced
biblical waterways (top) and sampled local culture.

IN HONOR OF MARK DIXON
AND PETER SMITH
Bill and Martha Schulte

COMMUNITY OF CHRIST CON-
GREGATIONS, MISSION CEN-
TERS, AND REUNIONS

Azalea Winter Reunion

Cedar Valley Nauvoo Mission
Center

Cincinnati Community of Christ
Community of Christ Shamrock
Ministries

Community of Christ World Con-
ference

Florida Mission Center

El Cajon Community of Christ
New Hope Community of Christ
Nebraska City Community of
Christ

Orange Community of Christ
Pensacola Community of Christ
Plano Stone Church Community
of Christ

Riverview Community of Christ
Snyder Community of Christ
Village Heights Community of
Christ

FACEBOOK BIRTHDAYS

(Thanks to those who designated
the foundation in lieu of birthday
gifts)

Glenn Johnson
Peter Smith

Cheryl Lynn Seifert
Ryan C. Tittle

Tom Webber

RESTRICTED GIFTS

JOSEPH SMITH HISTORIC SITE
Kristin Bateman, Ware, MA
(honor of Don Richardson)
Allan Cook, Converse, TX

Fred and Myra Elliott, Peoria, IL
Gerald Scranton, Independence,
MO

KIRTLAND TEMPLE

Karl and Joyce Anderson, Lynd-
hurst, OH

Julie Ann Camarato, Rexburg, ID
Christofer Christensen

Mark Davies

Jerry and Sandra Mogg, St.
Joseph, MO

Steven and Frances Orton

LIBERTY HALL

Donna Harper, Kingsville, MO
Don and Jan Keairnes, Lamoni, IA
Steve and Joan Smith, Seattle,
WA

PLANO STONE CHURCH
Fred and Myra Elliott, Peoria, IL

X
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Carsons find formula for generosity

.’ r

Roth IRA
helps fund
yearly gift

By Greg Clark

James and Ann Carson blended
practicality with passion and found a
generous way to bless the Community
of Christ Historic Sites Foundation.

The Carsons, longtime church
members from Weeping Water, Nebras-
ka, committed to the formula while at a
reunion at the Guthrie Grove Retreat
Center in lowa.

It started with a Roth IRA, which
has a required minimum distribution
every year.

“For six years, we’ve taken the min-
imum distribution out and split it with
the local church and World Church, half
and half” said James, an elder.

The thing is, he said, the Roth IRA
didn’t fall in value. “I have received
enough increase in interest that the
equity I have on the account is still
there.”

That’s a sweet situation. James said
his distribution increased every year, so
last spring he made a decision, which
he announced in Guthrie Grove.

“I said that we're going to add a
portion of that account for church his-
tory. I'll split it between the local
church, World Church, and the Historic
Sites Foundation. It's a wonderful way
to support (all three).

“I really think the minimum distri-
bution—taking that fund and sharing it
—is the way to go.”

Others quickly noticed the Carsons’
commitment. “They participate in our
bus tours and have creatively thought
out how they may help support the His-
toric Sites Foundation,” said Board
President Sally Roth. “Outstanding!”

Executive Director Barbara Walden
added: “Jim gave an impromptu testi-

mony about how he would be giving out

of his Roth IRA” She called it a “unique
form of donating” that might be attrac-

tive to potential donors.

Because of a passion for church and
history, Ann said the decision was easy.

“It's important to keep the sites
going for future generations.... I hope
we can continue to get enough support
that we can hang onto these historic
places.”

They’ve taken their interest in his-
tory on the road, so to speak, by partic-
ipating in two bus tours sponsored by
the foundation. Each left a lasting im-
pact.

James especially enjoyed the Sacred
Grove in New York, where Joseph Smith
Jr. had a vision. “We got to see and feel
that. We also got to see some of the oth-
er congregations in the area that were

3w

at that time important to the church
history.

“The association with the church
members during the tour was excellent,
and Barb’s comments about the coming
events and background added a lot to
the enjoyment of the tour”

He explained why church history is
beneficial. “I think it's important to
know where we come from and where
we're headed. It's an important part of
our church. To see, know, and experi-
ence the history of the church helps us
to understand where we're at in the
world.”

Both Carsons mentioned another
site: “I really think the Kirtland Temple
was the highlight,” Ann said. “I enjoyed
it all. I think the church does a really
good job planning these things.”
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Holy Land

Continued from Page 1

Mount, stopping at the Garden of Geth-
semane, praying at the Western Wall,
walking along the Via Dolorosa, or any
number of other events.

Each of the 51 people who went on
the Holy Land tour sponsored in Octo-
ber by the Community of Christ His-
toric Sites Foundation experienced at
least one—if not many—Ilife-changing
events.

Besides returning with incredible
memories, they brought back a deeper
understanding of our church’s role and
history through missionaries who
served in the land where Jesus walked.

The tour was the foundation’s first
in the Holy Land. It was done in three
parts. The first included a visit to the
Treasury at Petra, made famous in
scenes from the movie; “Indiana Jones
and the Last Crusade.”

Karen Graham Wade

The former foundation president
obviously was fascinated with the
many sites. But to her, perhaps more
intriguing were the people.

“Although there were many touch-
ing moments for me during the tour,
such as when I placed a prayer for
peace in the Western Wall in old
Jerusalem, perhaps the most meaning-
ful was the opportunity some of us had
to meet with a Christian Palestinian
family living in the occupied West
Bank. Their daily trials, courage, and
commitment to their faith humbled me
to the core”

That gave the visitors a greater
appreciation of a different culture.

“The trip provided me an opportu-
nity to expand my understanding of,
and respect for, a region and people so
different from what we know and take
for granted in the Western world,” she
said. “The trip merely strengthened my
understanding of and appreciation for
the many faith traditions that both
worship and revere our Creator, who is
known by many names.”

Peter Smith

Smith, a board member who has

helped lead several trips sponsored by
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The trip gave some guests an opportunity to extend warm greetings.

the foundation, shared a similar appre-
ciation for the Western Wall.

“Walking up to the wall, seeing
people’s prayers scribbled on scraps of
paper and stuck into the creases be-
tween the bricks, seeing devoted be-
lievers praying and chanting with their
hands on the wall—some in stillness
and some rocking back and forth with
passion—it all drew me into a deep
sense of belonging to something so
much larger than myself, something
reaching back into the past and yet
claiming me in that very moment. It
was a very powerful experience that I
will always remember.

Smith found the trip to be mean-
ingful in many other ways, too.

11

“To be in the same places and walk
the same roads as Jesus—this made the
trip especially meaningful. It put so
many scripture stories into perspective
and will forever change my reading of
the Gospel stories. However, the most
meaningful aspect of this journey was
having the opportunity to share the
experience with my Historic Sites
Foundation family. I wouldn’t have cho-
sen any other group of people to take
this trip with.

“My faith has grown deeper be-
cause of this.”

Smith said his faith isn’t the only
thing that changed on the trip.

Continued on page 12



Make a Donation,
Aid Preservation

Preserving and sharing
church heritage and telling the
sacred story of our journey is a
privilege and a responsibility.

To help the Community of
Christ Historic Sites Foundation
fulfill that mission, call (217)
453-2246 to make a donation.

Another alternative is to
send donations to P.O. Box 338,
Nauvoo, IL 62354.

You also can donate at
www.HistoricSitesFounda
tion.org/donate.

Volunteers Needed

To volunteer at a historic
site supported by the Communi-
ty of Christ Historic Sites Foun-
dation, call Lachlan Mackay at
(217) 453-2246 or email him at
Imackay@CofChrist.org.

Community of Christ

Historic Sites Foundation

P.O. Box 338
Nauvoo, IL 62354

Holy Land

Continued from page 11

“I have a greater admiration for
those who came before me in our
church, and their willingness to leave
everything behind for the sake of the
gospel and travel to completely un-
known places to share the good news
(through word and deed).

“I'm very much in awe of their ded-
ication.”

Barbara Walden

For the foundation’s executive di-
rector, the trip’s most touching moment
came in a mountaintop experience—
literally.

“As a church-history lover, taking a
moment for prayer on the Mount of
Olives while looking out over Old
Jerusalem was a powerful moment.
Knowing the first church missionary in
1841—and the generations of mission-
aries to follow—stood on that moun-
tain and prayed, connected the past and
present for me in the most profound
way. It was a moment I'll never forget.

“I greatly admired the strength and

perseverance of the early church mem-
bers who lived in Palestine. The sacri-
fices they made and the faith they pos-
sessed is indescribable. It reminded me
that our faith community is richly
blessed with generations of pioneers
whose lives are profound testimonies
to us today.”

She easily connected the events in
the land from the time of Jesus to to-
day’s church.

“It was truly the trip of a lifetime to
learn about the historic Jesus...all the
while hearing the stories behind gener-
ations of church members who lived in
the Holy Land. It..gave me a greater
understanding and appreciation for the
life and ministry of Jesus Christ. The
tour strengthened my faith.”

Sally Roth

For the current foundation presi-
dent, a moving moment came aboard
the boat on the Sea of Galilee.

“Peter Smith led us in a devotion
while we were out on the Sea of Galilee.
It was of (the Apostle) Peter attempting
to walk on the water. It was magic that
we had this moment together.”

She said the tour fleshed out the

stories she’s read about.

“This really brought the scriptures
into color. It's something when you look
at a map, but it's something else when
you look at the sites.

“Everyday people go, expecting to
find the Spirit. People go there, crawl-
ing on their knees. At the Western Wall,
you realize that for 2,000 years people
have been taking their prayers, coming
with expectations.”

She experienced deep emotions
throughout the trip. “We followed in
the physical footsteps of Jesus as we
sailed on the Sea of Galilee, walked the
shores where his ministry flourished,
walked the Via Dolorosa, prayed in the
Garden of Gethsemane, walked where
Jesus was raised in Nazareth, and was
born in Bethlehem.”

The tour also affected Sally’s per-
ception of Community of Christ today.
“I am so full of joy at our Enduring
Principles and Mission Initiatives—
lights unto our path. Our church is
more than a religion; it is a way to be an
active part of Christ's ministry. Having
been in the Middle East, I see the global
importance of our journey with Jesus.”
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