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Historic Sites Foundation

Preserving & Sharing
Church Heritage

To Make a Donation

Preserving and shar-
ing church heritage and
telling the sacred story is
both a privilege and a
responsibility.

To give to the Com-
munity of Christ Historic

Sites Foundation, call
(217) 453-2246.
An alternative is to

send donations to P.O.
Box 338, Nauvoo, IL
62354. You also can give
at www.HistoricSites
Foundation.org/donate.

Oral Histor
Magen Edvalson

Hope Persists

In Pandemic,
Leaders Find
- Much to Give

‘ By Greg Clark

» The stream of interns,
. crowded bus tours, and
‘ throngs of visitors may have
stopped because of the pan-
demic, but the work at prop-
erties supported by the
Community of Christ Historic
Sites Foundation continues.

To be sure, when word
| came in frigid February that
the sites would be shut down
through December 31, a lot of
. people—workers and
tourists alike—were disap-
' pointed.

But the quiet time has
resulted in numerous bless-
ings. They’'ve come in the
form of opportunities to catch
up on maintenance as well as
development of a burgeoning
online following for various
projects.

Over it all hangs an air of
uncertainty—and hope.

“Although we are sad-
dened by the site closures
and canceled tour, foundation
Executive Director Barbara
Walden said, “not even a
global pandemic will stop us
from sharing church
heritage.”

Sites Shuttered;

Brrr!

Frosty winter days
covered historic
sites such as the
Mansion House in
Nauvoo, lIllinois,
and Heritage
Plaza in Indepen-
dence, Missouri.

o ke = See Closure on page 8

Historic Sites Mourn Loss of Tom Morain

By Greg Clark time spent as a board member of the
One-dimensional? Not Tom Community of Christ Historic Sites
Morain. Foundation, which is dedicated to pre- |
Tom, who died at 73 in October, serving and sharing church history.
left a multi-faceted legacy, including

See Morain on page 7 |~
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Hey Historians: Don’t Just Write It; Say It!

By Greg Clark

On this newsletter’s front page, near the upper-left cor-
ner, you'll find the Community of Christ Historic Sites Foun-
dation logo with its motto: Preserving and Sharing Church
Heritage.

When it comes to fulfilling that goal, people first may
think of properties, such as the Kirtland Temple in Ohio; Lib-
erty Hall in Lamoni, lowa; or the Joseph Smith Historic Site in
Nauvoo, Illinois.

But there are other
ways to preserve and
share church heritage.
Enter Magen Edvalson,
the new oral-history
coordinator. Besides
seeing brick and mor-
tar maintained, she
wants to make sure
that memories, in-
sights, and perspectives
are never forgotten.

“Oral history is
something we don’t
think of that often,”
said Magen, who ac-
cepted the post in Au-
gust. “Consider the
adage that ‘history is
written by the winners.
What they write be-
comes the authority.

“Oral histories bal-
ance that out because
they seek out the expe-
rience of people who
lived the events and
who might otherwise
not be thought of. We
can look at the primary
sources in things like
women’s ordination or
gay marriage. But we

don’t always get the An internship helped Magen Edvalson (far left) grow in apprecia-

people involved in that”  tion for the historic sites.

Magen, who lives in Ogden, Utah, holds a key perspective.
She was raised in the LDS church and joined Community of
Christin 2017.

“An oral history is a collection, or recording...of some-
body’s history as given through oral means,” Magen said. “In
the broad sense, it would be fantastic to collect the histories
of everyone associated with the church.”

For now, she said, “Lach has a list of people of interest
compiled over sev-
eral years by church
historians and the
First Presidency. As
they retire, we'd
like to collect those
and put them in the
church archives.

“It would be fan-
tastic to interview
people who grew
up in the church,
who were impacted
by specific events in
church history, or
their experiences in
other parts of the
world.”

When that hap-
pens, church histo-
ry becomes more
than a series of
documents and
dates; it becomes
personal. “It just
helps show how
sincere the church
is in this mission,”
Magen said.

As a global church,
the project some-
times can become
v complicated.

' “Several countries
have several laws
that have to be abid-

Apostle Lachlan
Mackay, director of historic properties for the church, said
that among Magen'’s responsibilities will be developing train-
ing videos for use on social media such as YouTube.

He pointed out that the position seems especially perti-
nent in light of the pandemic.

“The role of the foundation in the life of the church has
been elevated this last year in ways beyond what we ever
thought possible: seminary, lecture series, campgrounds.”

The oral-history project is another example.

ed by (in doing the
recordings),” Magen said, adding, “We need the impressions
of the interviewer as well as the person being interviewed.
(The impressions) are just as significant as the history being
told them.”

In addition, interviewers must be trained in the proper
ways to conduct an ethical interview. And, of course, other
people are needed to transcribe the oral histories. For more
information, please contact Magen at meolsen24@gmail.com.
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Kirtland R
Bids Farewell i\
to Innovator

By Greg Clark

Seth Bryant ended his four-year run
as site director of the Kirtland Temple in
September 2020 by accepting a position
with the Veterans Administration.

In those four years he bolstered the "%
site with numerous projects, earned
multiple testimonies of gratitude and [
well wishes from members of the Com-
munity of Christ Historic Sites Founda-
tion, and helped tell the story of Restora-
tion history.

His passion endeared him to sup-
porters of the church’s historic sites, co-
workers, and history lovers.

“We will greatly miss Seth’s presence
at the Kirtland Temple, but are grateful
for his dedication and the many sacri-
fices he made during his time in
Kirtland,” said Barbara Walden, executive
director of the foundation. “To say that
we were very blessed to have him repre-
senting the Community of Christ Historic
Sites Foundation is an understatement.”

Seth worked hard on numerous
projects. Among them:

*Installing exterior lights to illumi-

nate the Kirtland Temple.

*Updating museum exhibits.

*Overseeing interior improvements

such as painting.

But among his most noteworthy ef-
forts were projects that helped link the Temple’s place in
early church history with today’s online culture.

He designed a new website for the Temple, launched an

3

online museum store, boosted online guided tours, and
worked tirelessly to begin a virtual reality tour.

He also helped train volunteers and summer interns,
managed the Visitor Center, and served on the foundation
board.

In those four years, he became a powerful ambassador
for the foundation and its work of preserving and sharing
church heritage. As such he joined the online Summer Lec-
ture Series, participated at several Storyteller sessions,
served as a guest lecturer for the Community of Christ Sem-
inary, and became a favorite at numerous reunions.
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As news of Seth’s resignation spread via email, several
board members echoed Walden’s expressions of gratitude.

Jacquie Bethel: “This is such sad news! His enthusiasm
and vast knowledge in so many arenas has been such a

blessing to the Site and [foundation]!
missed!”

Tim Klocko: “Sorry to hear this.
best in all your future endeavors.”

Donna Steele-Wendling: His knowledge [and] passion
will be missed. I'm hoping he will continue to share both of
those assets to the community [and] us. Wishing Seth the
best in this new adventure.”

Karen Graham Wade: “Seth has been, and I am certain
will continue to be, a moving force within the church history
community. My main hope at the moment is that the mo-
mentum he has generated at the site will continue...”

He will be greatly

Seth, 1 wish you the
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We Thank Donors for 2020 Support

PATRON MEMBERS

Richard and Sarah Allen

Larry and Ruth Anger

Network for Good, Anonymous

Paul and Jacquie Bethel

Fred and Myra Elliott

Alan and Kathryn Henderson

Jackie Kyger

Don and Mary Mitchell

Louise Morden

Leonard and Claudia Mussell

Jeff and Susan Naylor

Sally Roth

Faye Shaw

Karen Wade

Thomas and Susan Webber

Woods Family Charitable Founda-
tion

LEADING MEMBERS
Elaine Avery
Lynne Baller

'Olll" !On!rIEU!IOHS

Can Help

People give to the Community of Christ Historic
Sites Foundation for many reasons.

Some give to honor
heritage.

Some give because of spiritual experiences
while visiting one of the sites.

Some give to provide opportunities for young
people to learn and deepen their appreciation for

church history.
Some give in honor or
past and present.

No matter your reason for giving, we deeply
appreciate your support. You can mail donations to
P.O. Box 338, Nauvoo, IL 62354. You also can

donate your gifts online at

www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org.

and preserve church

memory of loved ones,

Mildred Blevins

Scott and Michelle Britton-Mehlisch
Kent and Debra Brooner
Dennis and Meredith Carr
Nancy Cervi

Linda Coffman

Steven and Shirley Davidson
Scott and Laura Fisher
Brian and Cynthia Gardner
Kevin and Robyn Harper
Harland and Florence Hawley
Dwight and Doris Heath
Wendie Jenkins

Paul and Ann Jernigan
Timothy and Beverly Klocko
Gearl Koonce

Garland and Sarah Land
George Lund

Robert Mell

Bill and Sherry Morain

John and Charlene Saur
Gerald Scranton

Andy and Emily Smith

John P. Smith

Lieu and Helen Smith

David and Dona Tiffany
Nathan and Kari Twombly
Kay Wade

Jim and Marietta Walden
David Wood

Edward and Norma Woods
Janet Zeiger

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Eugene and Doris Beach
Ronald and Jane Beckman

Gary and Lori Boatright
Andrew and Jewell Bolton
Jack Braby

Seth and Jennifer Bryant
Sharon Burnett

Ann and Jim Carson

Brendan and Alexa Cary
Madeline Sue Coleman
Andrea Cooper

Stephen and Stassi Cramm
Matt Dahl

Jane Duckworth

Judith Edmunds

James Fairchild

Charles and Catherine Greenberg
Marian Hassell

Richard and Barbara Howard
William and Alice Hyatt
Mary Jacks

Peter and Kris Judd

Richard Kenney

Earl Koonce

Gordon Lambert

Joanne Lerud-Heck

Charles and Patricia Lindstrom
John and Anina Luff

Gilbert Mann

Bobbi Mier

Andrew Mills

Judy Mohler

Stephanie and Marge Nelson
Jay and Cherry Newcom
Carole Outhouse

Blake Rosbury

Peter and Mark Smith

Mark Soulliere

Eldred Spain

Donna Steele-Wendling
Gayle Thistlethwaite
Barbara Walden

Stephen and Nancy Zahniser

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Cameron and Britney Argotsinger
Mary Lou Ash

Bill and Lela Ayers

John and Cheryl Ballantyne
Kent and Diane Barnett
Pamela Barton

Mark and Cathy Batey

Steven and Vicki Beebe

Alma Blair

Jim and Beth Brown

Brad and Donna Bryant

Carol Cease Campbell

Carolyn and William Cleveland
Cara Clifford

Micheline Coen

Jane Taylor and Byron Constance
Carol Constance

David Cottrell

Jim and Shari Craven

Jack and Phillis Davison
George and Sylvia DeTray
James and Dena DeVormer
Nancy Edwards

Sharon Gernaat

Barbara Gilbert

Gerald and Peggy Gordier
Bruce and Janet Graham
Larry Green

R.R. and Maxine Greninger
Martha Harper

Glen and Joy Harris

David Hinkle

Katherine Hitchings

Jean Holmes

David Scott Jobe

Frederick and Joyce Keenan
David Kent

Shyree Kirkpatrick

Bob and Diane Kyser

John and Dahna Loeding
Judith Luffman

Justice and Evelyn Manning
Ray and Betty McClaran
Frederick and Beverly McKane
Marilyn Millard

Mark and Kathryn Minton
Jerry and Sandra Mogg
Jeanne Murphey

Bill and Goldia Mustain
Marilyn Myers

Sally Oehring

Steve and Royleane Otteson
Lee and Karen Ourth
Carole Parson

Sandy and Bob Paschall
Sue Phipps

Joseph Postnikoff
Raymond and Nancy Powell
Randall and Mary Pratt
Andrea Read-Davis

Clint and Alicia Reine

Linda Rice

Evelyn Richardson

Charles and Pam Robison
Bill and Lois Russell

Larry and Audrey Sanderson
Ward and Donnie Serig
Martha Sherrard

Juanita Short

Pat and Judi Spillman

Jean Tabor

Margery Thompson
Stephen Thompson

Beverly Tyree

Wilma Urbaniak

Dale and Erma Warren
Glenn and Phyllis Webb
John and Gloria Weese
Eleanor West

Richard and Linda Wiley
Dennis and Sharon Wood
Susan Woods
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Clarice Young

FRIENDS OF THE FOUNDATION

Richard and Janice Adams

Bob Ahlander

Erma Akey

Dolores Allen

Janice and Jimmie Andersen

Carol Anderson

Natalee Anderson

Fay Andrews

Renae Angeroth and Robert Franks

Mona Jean Arceo

Dale and Juanita Argotsinger

Dana Arrowsmith

Julia Ashby

Valerie Austin

Wendy Bacon

Ronald and Onalee Baldwin

Carrie Ball

Gary and Patricia Ballinger

R.G. and Elizabeth Barbour

Kristine Bateman

Michael and Dian Bates

Mary and Joe Bayless

Thomas and Kathleen Bennett

Barbara Bernauer

Richard and Tara Betts

Michael Bevard

Donald and Anna Bice

David and Joyce Blair

Dale and Marla Blevins

Rex and Judy Boswell

Steven Bouverette

Don and Barbara Breshears

Greg and Jill Brim

David and Carolyn Brock

Kay Broeking

Kenneth and Jean Brookens

Charles and Edna Brown

Ruth Ann Brown

Bill Bruch

Ila June Brunner

Audrey Bryant

Peter and Cherie Buletza

Glenn and Jean Burns

Roberta Caldwell

Carol and LeRoy Carpenter

Charlie and Barbara Carter

Church History Library c/o Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Greg and Sue Clark

Ronald and Diane Clark

Larry and Cheryln Cleveland

Richard and Louita Clothier

Kenneth Colburn

Frederick Cole

Ramona and Gary Collins

David Condit

Clayton and Joann Condit

Larry and Mary Beth Conrad

Patricia Constance

Julie Conway-Sword

Stan and Beverly Corrington

Patricia Cote

Cheryl and James Craft

Kristen Cranney

Jeff Cravy

LaDora Cripps

Bruce and Gloria Crockett
Kirk and Judy Cross

David and Carla Crosser-Harrington
Beverly Cullen

Penelope Curry

Emma Dale

Michael Delk

Kathy Denman-Wilke
Daniel Diem

Betty Dixon

Melba Jean Dixon

Nanette Fenn Dizney
William Dodds

Patricia Douglass

Richard and Janice Dynes
Richard and Sandra Eaton
Wendy Eaton

Charles and Elizabeth Eddleman
David Edwards

Paul and Carolynn Edwards
Norma Elgan

Cindie and Danny Ellwanger
James and Judith Estes
Donald and Kathleen Ewing
Nancy Exelby

Kirsten Farmer

Richard and Marla Faszholz
Richard and Jody Fielder
Christian Fisher

Dan French

Walter and Diana French
Carol Galbraith

Judith Gander

Mary June Garn

Carth Garrison

Mildred Gintz

Suzanne Godfrey

Russell Godfrey

Robert and Cecile Gough
Steven and Madora Graffeo
David Grant

Candace Gray

Florence Gubanc

David and Joan Guthrie
Richard and Diana Guthrie
Nancy Hadsell

Roger Haines

Mike and Debi Hale

Bobby Hardin

Ronald Harmon

David Harrington

Andrea and Harry Henderson
Mark and Cherie Hensley
Suzanne Higa

Karen Hill

Vernon Hill

Sharon Hines

Helen Hinkle

Leona Hobbs

Bonnie Holler

Ann Holmes

William Hostetler

David Howlett and Anna Woofenden
Connie Humphrey

Judith Hunter

Viola Jensen

Glenn Johnson

Jane Johnson

Steve Jones

Clora Kanawayer

Steve and Roxy Kellogg
Darrel and Marilyn Kelty
Barbara Kernohan

John and Joanna Kernstock
Matthew Kinsinger

Marvin and Marion Kleinau
Michael Klinebriel

Lori Klockau

Gerry Knoeller

William and Jeanne Koch
William and Judy Kramer
Barbara Landers

Denise Leichter

Marvin and Milda Lewis
Beverly Lindburg

Marion Lindquist

Sheran and David Long

Jana Shepard Longaberger
Russell Love

Lach and Christin Mackay
John and Janis Mader
James Marcombe

Roland and Elizabeth Marolf
Robert and Marianne Mathena
Dakota Matthes

James and Kathleen Mayer
Anthony and Jeanie Mayer
Linda McCaffrey

Sharon McClain

Flora McConkie

Dolores McCormack
Douglas McFarlane

Cheryl McGraw

Marlene Mcintosh

Gary McLean

Gloria McLean

Mary McNabb

Donna McVey

Connie McWilliams

David and Jacqueline Mehlisch
Betty Meier

Stan and Gail Mengel

Norris and Janet Miles
Richard and Dana Miller
Thomas and Nancy Mills
William Mines

Betsy Miyahira

Bruce and Sandy Moore
Vikki Morain

Ralph and Dorothy Mortimore
Joyce Moses

David and Jacqueline Mueller
Donald and Geraldine Myers
Christina Nagel

Cindy Neilson

David and Doreen Netter
Norman and Mary Nichols
Cindy Nielsen

Phyllis O’Daniels

Darrell and Connie O’Kelley
Terrence and Patricia O’Leary

Richard and Carolyn Otis
Ila Palmer

Brenda Parkes

Ralph and Judith Paulson
Talitha Pennington

Thomas and Cheryll Peterman
Debbie Phillips

L. JeAnette Pike

Myla Policarpo

Stephen and Mary Ann Pomeroy
Jeff Pomeroy

Sonja Porras

Larkin and Kelly Powell
Thomas and Roberta Rastle
Martha Rastle

Gerald and Cynthia Ray
Terry and Carol Reiff
Gordon and Sue Rhine
John Stephen Rizley

Blake Roberson

Kathy Robinson

Larry and Judy Rollstin
Cindy Rugg

Emil Rupprecht

Maurice Russell

Taunalyn Rutherford
Robert and Suzette Ryder
Ryan Sargent

Mary Jo Sartin

Greg and Becky Savage
Delores Schiefelbein

Greg and Judy Schieszer
Phil and Martha Schmidgall
Bill and Martha Schulte
Chris and Terry Scott
Barbara Shaffer

Eleanor Shaffer

Jeff Sharp

Lynn and Kathy Sharp
Howard and Thelma Sheehy, Jr.
Kim Sheppard-Veldhuizen
Steven Shields

Bob and MarJean Shute
Kathy Shockley

Ronald Silverthorn

Skoor Family Trust

Carolyn Smith

Janet Smith

Terry Smith

Steve and Joan Smith
Herb and Shirley Smith
John and Ruth Smith
Mary Smith

Wallace and Anne Smith
Dean Speer

Erin Spencer

John and Suzanne Spilsbury
Debra Stephens

Alvin and Elda Stevens
Elaine Stienon

Norma Storms

Norman and Darleen Swails
David and Vickie Thatcher
Dana Thering

Jack and Mary Thomas

|
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David and Judith Thompson
Richard and Doris Thompson
Jack and Ginny Tigner
Connie Truelove

Lee Updike

Glenna Van Buskirk

Ron and Brenda Van Fleet
Lee Varvaro

Dolores Vest

Gary and Barb Villenueve
Vogel Vialyn School

Dale and Esther Volz

Daniel and Alice Waite

J. Lee and Susan Wakefield
Wade Wallace

Dale Warner

Kathy Watts

Mary Welton

Sam and Judy Weston
Sandra Whalen

Floyd and Dorothy Wheat
Nolan and Deann White
Linda Bowman White
Shirley White

Dan and Elizabeth Whittemore
Joyce Wilcox

David and Sharyn Wiley
Jerry and Barbara Wiley
Ralph and Carolyn Williams
James Williams

Bob and Judy Williams
Vicki Willis

David Wilson

Carla Wilson

Joyce C. Wilson

Woody and Joann Wilson
Dennis Wise

Wanda Wisniewski

Alison Woods

Jane Worlund

Ina Worthington

Lynda Yarrington

Belinda Young

Dennis and DeAun Young
Alan and Catherine Zahniser

ADDITIONAL FRIENDS
Carol Armstrong

Dwight and Rochelle Arnold
Lowell and Sylvia Ayers
Edwin and Ruthann Ball
Katie Barber

Nancy Barnett

Jared Barrett

Deborah Bartlett

Gary and Edith Beebe
Ronald and Elaine Benevides
Leon Berg

Diana Bethel

Dana and Diane Billings

Nancy Bowman

David Branstetter
Janelle Brooner
Rebecca Brown
Deborah Campbell
Stazie Church

Barbara Crask

Neil DeAtley

Linda Dobson

Ed and Rozanne Dowell
Dean Faust

Kendrall Flessas

Donna Foster

Sandra Gamet

Lindsey Gardiner
Spencer Greenhalgh
Darrell and Larrene Hagaman
Joy Hatfield

JoAnne Hayward
Geoffrey and Patricia Henshaw
Dorothy Hibbard
Jennifer Hixon

Ruth Homan

Erin Hook

Rand Irons

Mary Jean Jeanae
Kevin Johnson

Ken and Joyce Kinzer
Katherine Knobel
Kenetha Kuttler

Judi Lane

Erin Kristen Lee
Brittany and Josh Mangelson
Michael and Dorothy Marquardt
Carrol McCans

Patricia McKay

Brenda Mitchell

N. Bruce Nelson
Rebecca J. Newell
Darlene Plain

Annette Reed

Teresa Ress

Linda Ricketts

Anna Rider Gard

Rene Romig

Brian Rosian

LeRoy Roth

Jack Rudicil

Ron and Ann Sanson
Ruth Schwartz

Emily Sharp

John and Karen Shotwell
Wayne Skinner

James Stytle

Eileen Terril

Wilma Titus

Janet Trewhitt

Paul Trimble

Jon Troyer

Rohn Wagner
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Judi Walton

Dan and Victoria Webb
Robert and Janet Webster
Kent Wheeler

Deborah White Eye

Larry and Dorcas Wilkinson
Deleta Williams

Rita Young

RESTRICTED DONATIONS

JOSEPH SMITH HISTORIC SITE

Fred and Myra Elliott

John Hajicek

Pamela King

Brenda Mitchell

Dennis and Mary Lou Piepergerdes

KIRTLAND TEMPLE
Anonymous

Karl and Joyce Anderson
Nancy Cervi

Christofer Christensen
Leland and Linda Foster
John Hajicek

Connie Humphrey
Sandra Lunt

Jerry and Sandra Mogg
Marilyn Myers

Kent Packer

Eric and April Perry
Glenna Van Buskirk

LIBERTY HALL

Richard and Louita Clothier
Don and Jan Keairnes
Steve and Joan Smith
Steven Anders

Periann Davis

Paul and Carolynn Edwards
Les Gardner

Gerald Gordier

Richard and Judy Harrop
Glenn Johnson

Valora Long

Robert and Barbara Mesle
William and Sharon Mesle Morain
Larry and Linda Phillips
Gary Rees

Steve and Joan Smith

Barb Walden

Harriet and Lloyd White

PLANO STONE CHURCH
Mark Wildermuth

RESTRICTED PROJECTS
Myra and Fred Elliott
Robert Mell

Dr. William Moore
Joanie Neill Smith

Bill and Carol Wynder

CONGREGATIONS, MISSION

CENTERS, REUNIONS, ETC.

Alma, Mi., Congregation

Azalea Winter Reunion

Cedar Valley-Nauvoo USA Mission
Center

Florida USA Mission Center Winter
Reunion

Forest Hills, Ky., Congregation

New Hope, Mo., Congregation

Orange, Ca., Congregation

Pensacola, Fl., Congregation

Prairie Bluff USA Mission Center

Snyder, Tx., Congregation

Toronto Centre Place

FACEBOOK BIRTHDAYS

(Thanks to those who designated
the CCHSF in lieu of birthday gifts)
Glenn Johnson

Velton Peabody

Peter Smith

Ken Stobaugh

Barbara Walden

Tom Webber

Eleanor West

GIFTS IN MEMORY
OF KEN STOBAUGH
Kathy Denman-Wilke
Rich and Jody Fielder
Bob and Diane Kyser
Thomas and Nancy Mills
Darlene Plain

John and Ruth Smith
Eileen Terril

Dan and Alice Waite
Barbara Walden
Deborah White Eye

GIFT IN MEMORY
OF TEARO CONDIT
Clayton and Joann Condit

GIFT IN MEMORY OF FLOYD FEARS
Bruce and Janet Graham

GIFT IN HONOR OF DAVID BROCK
Lynn and Kathy Sharp

GIFT IN HONOR OF PETER SMITH
Donna Foster

GIFT IN HONOR
OF BARBARA WALDEN
Paul and Carolynn Edwards

GIFT IN HONOR
OF BILL AND CAROL WYNDER
Nancy Cervi
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Morain

Continued from Page 1

History was not the only passion in Tom’s life—family,
music, church, bridge, and more were others—but it did play
a prominent role. Among his accomplishments, Tom:

*Earned a doctorate in American Studies from the Uni-

versity of lowa.

*Wrote and edited several books on Iowa history.

*Served as director of research and interpretation at Liv-

ing History Farms in Urbandale, Iowa, from 1981 to

1995.

*Led the State Historical Society of lowa for several

years.

But his work with the Historic Sites Foundation held a
special place in his heart.

He served on the board from 2012-2014. After leaving
the board, he continued his support by leading history class-
es, hymn festivals, and worship services. He also wrote grants
for Liberty Hall in Lamoni, lowa, and spoke to potential
donors.

Barbara Walden, executive director of the foundation,
remembers how he blended his passions for music and histo-
ry.

“One of his more memorable projects was recording a music
CD for the Historic Sites Foundation that featured his talents as a
pianist and creative artist,” she wrote. “The CD was so popular,
we had to go back to Graceland to develop more CDs at least
three separate times.”

In addition, Tom contributed to reunions and Storyteller
events in at least five states.

SPRING 2021

“You could even catch him occasionally leading a tour and/
or school group at Liberty Hall,” Barbara said of the site in La-
moni, lowa. “Tom has served many roles over the years, but ded-
icated husband, father, and friend were by far the most important
to him.”

The foundation was a good fit. When Tom joined the board,
he reminisced about his first experience with a church historic
site. “I went to Nauvoo (the Joseph Smith Historic Site in Illi-
nois) during my Graceland years and was fascinated. A col-
lege friend was a Nauvoo guide, so we got not only the stan-

dard tour, but a behind-the-scenes look as well.”

He also commented on why he served on the foundation
board: “With a professional background in museums and his-
torical organizations, I find that [board] is a way I can com-
bine my training and devotion to the church while I work
with committed and talented people.”

Walden’s respect and admiration shone through in a written
tribute:

“It is difficult to put into words the significant impact Tom
Morain had on those who were fortunate enough to cross paths
with him. His passion for history and enthusiastic way of sharing
a good story was contagious. His musical talents lifted your spir-
it and made you want to dance. His witty sense of humor and
quick comebacks made your sides hurt and cheeks sore from
uncontrollable laughter.

“...It is my prayer that Tom’s love for family and passion
for preserving the past will live on in the hundreds of lives he
touched. May those of us who had the good fortune to serve
alongside him do our best to continue his work in preserving and
sharing church heritage long into the future.”

7
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Make a Donation,
Aid Preservation

Preserving and sharing
church heritage and telling the
sacred story of our journey is a
privilege and a responsibility.

To help the Community of
Christ Historic Sites Foundation
fulfill that mission, call (217)
453-2246 to make a donation.

Another alternative is to
send donations to P.O. Box 338,
Nauvoo, IL 62354.

You also can donate at
www.HistoricSitesFounda
tion.org/donate.

Volunteers Needed

To volunteer at a historic
site supported by the Communi-
ty of Christ Historic Sites Foun-
dation, call Lachlan Mackay at
(217) 453-2246 or email him at
Imackay@CofChrist.org.

P.O. Box 338

Community of Christ
Historic Sites Foundation

Nauvoo, IL 62354

Closure

Continued from page 1

Behind Walden’s creative efforts, a raft of new options have
helped fill the void since the pandemic began and sites were
closed in March 2020. Offerings in 2020 included the We Are
All Storytellers project, Tuesday Tales, Throwback Thursdays,
Sunday-night devotions, the Summer Lecture Series, and special
events such as the online Emma Hymn Festival in late July.

“It was exciting to see how well attended they were,”
Walden said of the online events. “Now people can continue
their passion for church history from the safety of their own
home.”

So she’s promised more.

She’s already planning two more lecture series. One this
spring will involve biographies of church figures in the 20th
century. In the autumn, another lecture series will zero in on
church history without boundaries, focusing on activities
outside North America.

“We see (such activities) as continuing into the long
term,” Walden said.

While she has directed many efforts in cyberspace, Apos-
tle Lachlan Mackay also has helped move along projects on
the grounds of historic sites—even during 2020’s stormy
summer and 2021’s frigid winter.

At a fall board meeting Mackay, the church’s director of
historic sites, talked of landscaping, LED lighting projects,
new fencing, roof work, and much more.

Also, you can find numerous photos by Christin Mackay,
director of the Joseph Smith Historic Site, on Facebook. They
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Chores during the pandemic included removing trees

damaged by a storm in Nauvoo.

continue to reflect the beauty that will await future guests.

Meanwhile, if you just can’t stay home any longer, you're
still welcome to hop in the car. Though you can’t enter the
buildings, you still can cruise by the Red Brick Store at the
Joseph Smith Historic Site in Nauvoo, Illinois; Liberty Hall in
Lamoni, lowa; the Kirtland Temple in Ohio; the Stone Church
in Plano, Illinois; and Heritage Plaza in Independence, Mis-
souri.

After the pandemic, you'll be welcome to return for a

more intimate tour.



http://www.HistoricSites
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSites
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org

