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To Make a Donation 
Preserving and shar-

ing church heritage and 
telling the sacred story is 
both a privilege and a 
responsibility. 

To give to the Com-
munity of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation, call 
(217) 453-2246. 

An alternative is to 
send donations to P.O. 
Box 338, Nauvoo, IL 
62354. You also can give 
at www.HistoricSites 
Foundation.org. 
On the Web 

To stay up to date 
with foundation events, 
view striking photos, and 
learn contact informa-
tion, visit www.Historic  
SitesFoundation.org. 

Electronic Forum 
If you want The Fo-

rum electronically, visit 
www.HistoricSitesFoun 
dation.org. 
Visit Us on Facebook 
and Instagram 

The social network is 
a big hit with many his-
toric-site fans. Visit 
www.facebook.com and 
www.instagram.com to 
learn more.

Bus Trip
Blessings
Experience deep-
ens Sullivans’ 
faith. Page 8

Preserving & Sharing 
Church Heritage

Volunteers 
Hit the Road

Christin	 Mackay,	 in	 her	 new	 role	 as	
director,	 has	 a	 special	 perspective	 of	
the	Joseph	Smith	Historic	Site	in	Nau-
voo,	Illinois.	Story:	page	2.

By	Greg	Clark	
The	hub	of	voluntarism	for	the	Community	of	

Christ	Historic	Sites	Foundation	may	reside	in	Peo-
ria,	Illinois.	

No,	 the	 foundation	doesn’t	 support	any	prop-
erties	 there.	 But	 it	 does	 beneEit	 from	 two	 ex-
traordinary	volunteers	who	serve	in	three	cities.	

Myra	 and	 Fred	 Elliott’s	 talents,	 generosity,	
dedication—and	 driving	 skills—are	 supporting	
the	 Joseph	 Smith	Historic	 Site	 in	Nauvoo,	 Illinois;	
the	Kirtland	Temple	 in	Ohio;	 and	 the	Plano	Stone	
Church	in	Illinois.	

“We’d	 be	 in	 desperate	 need	 without	 them,”	
said	 Apostle	 Lach	 Mackay,	 who	 oversees	 the	
church’s	 historic	 sites.	 “Fred	 and	Myra's	 gifts,	 tal-
ents,	passion,	and	most	importantly,	willingness	to	
share	their	time	in	the	service	of	others,	are	deeply	
appreciated.”	

Their	 efforts	 include	 upgrading	 research	 li-
braries	in	Nauvoo	and	Kirtland,	improving	historic	
homes	 in	 Nauvoo,	 and	 providing	 desperately	

Elliotts Serve Multiple Sites

See	Elliotts	on	page	9

Holy Land Beckons 
Special Pilgrimage

By	Greg	Clark	
About	 50	 people	 soon	 will	 take	 some	 new	

steps	on	an	old,	old	path.	
The	Community	of	Christ	Historic	Sites	Foun-

dation	will	 lead	Holy	Land	Tour	2019	 in	October.	
In	addition,	pre-	and	post-tour	options	will	broad-
en	the	experience	geographically,	historically,	and	
spiritually.	

The	highlights	of	the	main	tour	will	go	back	to	
the	 roots	 of	 Christianity,	 helping	participants	 see	
places	 such	 as	 Nazareth,	 the	 Galilee,	 Jericho,	
Masada,	Jerusalem,	Bethlehem,	and	more.	

Along	the	way,	the	travelers	will	retrace	many	
steps	 by	 Jesus	 Christ.	 Even	 more,	 they’ll	 learn	

See	Holy	Land	on	page	10	
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By	Greg	Clark	
OK,	 could	 anybody	 ever	 have	

doubted	that	Christin	Mackay	was	
the	right	person	to	 Eill	 the	role	as	
director	 of	 the	 Joseph	 Smith	 His-
toric	Site	in	Nauvoo,	Illinois?	

Her	 education,	 experience,	
insights,	and	passion	all	made	her	
selection	 a	 no-brainer.	 Sure,	 she	
receives	notice	as	the	wife	of	Lach	
Mackay,	 the	 former	 site	 director.	
But	she	didn’t	get	the	job	because	
of	 her	 last	 name;	 she	 got	 it	 be-
cause	 she	 was	 the	 right	 person,	
with	 the	 right	 qualiEications	 and	
right	skills.	

And	 because	 she	 accepted	 it,	
the	 church—and	 the	 historic	 site
—are	blessed.	

In	 fact,	 you	 could	 argue	 that	
Christin	 seemed	 destined	 for	 the	
post.	Consider:	

*Education	(she	majored	in	history	at	Graceland	Univer-
sity).	

*Her	 family	 (her	 parents	 are	 site	 directors	 at	 Heritage	
Plaza	in	Independence,	Missouri,	and	her	brother	is	an	attor-
ney	at	International	Headquarters	in	Independence).	

*Her	experience	(she	interned	at	the	Kirtland	Temple	and	
in	 Nauvoo;	 she	 also	 volunteered	 at	 Liberty	 Hall	 in	 Lamoni,	
Iowa).	

*Her	track	record	(she	twice		served	as	interim	director).	
*	Her	previous	responsibilities	(she	was	a	retail	specialist	

for	 stores	 at	 the	 Temple	 in	 Independence,	 Kirtland	 Temple,	
and	the	Red	Brick	Store	in	Nauvoo).	

With	that	kind	of	pedigree,	church	history	Elows	through	
her	veins.	Barb	Walden,	executive	director	of	the	Community	
of	Christ	Historic	Site	Foundation,	is	certainly	supportive.	

“I	 can	 think	of	no	one	with	more	experience	working	at	
the	Community	of	Christ	historic	sites	than	Christin	Mackay,”	
Barb	 said.	 “She	 has	 served	 as	 a	 summer	 intern,	 researcher,	
presenter,	museum	store	specialist,	and	interim	site	director.	
Her	new	role	as	site	director	of	the	Joseph	Smith	Historic	Site	
will	be	her	greatest	role	yet.	 I	 look	 forward	to	working	with	
her	long	into	the	future.”	

For	her	part,	Christin	said:	“I	am	deEinitely	not	Lach.	He’s	
wonderful,	but	we	each	do	things	in	our	own	way.	I	deEinitely	
pick	 his	 brain	 all	 the	 time	 because	 he	 has	 the	 experience.	
We’ve	also	worked	together	for	the	last	11	years	at	the	site.”	

In	fact,	 the	historic	sites	may	have	led	to	their	marriage.	
Christin	said	she	Eirst	met	Lach	at	the	Red	Brick	Store	in	1994	
while	interning	at	Nauvoo.	They	reconnected	later	when	she	
was	 interning	 at	 Kirtland.	 Appropriately,	 they	 later	 honey-
mooned	at	another	historic	site,	Colonial	Williamsburg.	

	 	 	 She	 remembers	 her	 Eirst	 reac-
tion	to	Nauvoo	as	an	intern.	“Com-
ing	from	Lamoni,	to	another	small	
town,	I	liked	it.	It	was	very	peace-
ful,	 it	 was	 beautiful,	 the	 people	
were	nice.”	
	 	 	She	mentioned	 the	colorful	au-
tumn	 landscape.	 “The	 springs	 are	
really	 something,	 too.	 In	 the	
spring	it’s	like	a	Elower	festival.”	
	 	 	 	 In	2006	she	began	working	as	
an	 interim	 site	 director.	 The	 fol-
lowing	 year	 she	was	 hired	 to	 the	
retail	specialist	post.	It	was	a	good	
Eit.		
	 	 	 	“I	enjoyed	seeing	all	the	differ-
ent	 groups	 of	 people.	 It’s	 exciting	
to	 Eind	 merchandise.	 We	 keep	 a	
pretty	 narrow	 focus	 with	 things	
they	would	have	been	selling	orig-
inally.	 And,	 of	 course,	 there’s	 the	

root	beer.”	
Meanwhile	Lach	was	adapting	to	his	new	role	as	an	apos-

tle	and	 leader	of	 the	Church	History	and	Sacred	Story	Team.	
That	meant	Christin	soon	found	herself	once	again	serving	as	
the	 interim	 site	 director.	 In	 May	 the	 “interim”	 tag	 was	 re-
moved.	

“I	had	been	doing	it	in	an	interim	capacity	for	nine	or	10	
months	 before	 that,	 so	 we	 decided	 to	 make	 it	 permanent	
since	it	was	working	out	well.”	

Christin	 said	 she	 still	 is	 responsible	 for	 the	 stores,	 “but	
now	 I’m	 heavily	 involved	 with	 the	 maintenance	 projects.	 I	
have	 more	 interaction	 with	 the	 volunteers,	 students,	 and	
training,	and	I’ve	started	giving	tours	again.	It’s	been	a	lot	of	
fun.	I	was	excited	and	up	for	the	challenge.”	

More	 than	 ever	 she’s	 involved	 in	 the	 broader	 Nauvoo	
community	and	with	events	at	the	historic	site.	She’s	acutely	
aware	of	the	many	needs.	

“We	 deEinitely	 need	 volunteers,”	 she	 said.	 “We’re	 closed	
more	than	we’d	like	to	be	because	we	don’t	have	enough.	We	
do	have	housing	available.”	

She	said	her	time	at	the	historic	site	has	changed	her.	
“It	 probably	has	helped	me	be	more	understanding	 and	

compassionate.	 We	 have	 a	 lot	 of	 people	 coming	 through	 in	
some	sort	of	faith	crisis.	It’s	been	helpful	to	learn	the	history	
and	talk	about	it	in	a	way	that	might	be	healing	or	to	provide	
information	about	the	church	that	might	be	of	interest.”	

For	 her	 own	 recreation,	 she	 enjoys	 hiking	 through	 the	
community	and	the	river	Elats,	sometimes	covering	up	to	Eive	
miles.	But	even	then	she	can’t	escape	thoughts	of	history.	

“I	 spend	 time	wondering	about	what	Emma	Smith	must	
have	been	thinking.”	
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Christin Mackay takes Nauvoo’s reins
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We Thank Donors for 2018 Support
LEADING	
Anonymous	
Paul	and	Jacquie	Bethel,	Hun7ngton	Beach,	CA	
Alan	and	Kathryn	Henderson,	Logan,	IA	
Jackie	and	Maria	Kyger,	Los	Fresnos,	TX	
Robert	Mell,	Long	Beach,	CA	
Jeff	and	Susan	Naylor,	Oak	Hill,	VA	
Sally	Roth,	Overland	Park,	KS	
Gerald	Scranton,	Independence,	MO	
Karen	Wade,	Los	Alamitos,	CA	
Woods	Family	Charitable	Founda7on,	Ed-
mond,	OK	

PATRON	MEMBERS	

Larry	and	Ruth	Anger,	Ann	Arbor,	MI	
Lynne	Baller,	Sioux	City,	IA	
Andrew	and	Jewell	Bolton,	Independence,	MO	
ScoR	and	Michelle	BriRon-Mehlisch,	Lee’s	
Summit,	MO	

Jack	and	Phillis	Davison,	Macon,	MO	
Jessie	Embry,	Provo,	UT	
Kevin	and	Robyn	Harper,	Anthem,	AZ	
Gearl	Koonce,	Georgetown,	TX	
Garland	and	Sarah	Land,	Blue	Springs,	MO	
Robin	and	Kevin	Linkhart,	Longmont,	CO	
Andrew	Mills,	St.	Louis,	MO	
Louise	Morden,	Lewiston,	NY	
Leonard	and	Claudia	Mussell,	Chatsworth,	CA	
Jay	and	Cherry	Newcom,	Westminster,	CO	
Lieu	and	Helen	Smith,	Shell	Knob,	MO	
Gayle	Thistlethwaite,	Dekalb,	IL	
David	and	Dona	Tiffany,	Grand	Junc7on,	CO	
Nathan	and	Kari	Twombly,	Blue	Springs,	MO	
Jim	and	MarieRa	Walden,	Ridgecrest,	CA	
Thomas	and	Susan	Webber,	La	Conner,	WA	

SUSTAINING	MEMBERS	

Richard	and	Sarah	Allen,	Okemos,	MI	
Ronald	and	Jane	Beckman,	Omaha,	NE	
Kent	and	Deb	Brooner,	St.	Joseph,	MO	
Seth	and	Jennifer	Bryant,	Kirtland,	OH	
Ron	and	Judy	Carter,	Columbia,	MO	
Nancy	Cervi,	Kirtland,	OH	
Cara	Clifford,	Vienna,	WV	
Patricia	Cote	and	Tom	Sohre,	Hampden,	MA	
Judith	Edmunds,	Warrensburg,	MO	
Sharon	Gernaat,	McBain,	MI	
Charles	and	Catherine	Greenberg,	Okee-
chobee,	FL	

Marian	Hassell,	Richmond,	VA	
Eileen	Humphrey,	St.	George,	UT	
Peter	and	Kris	Judd,	Kansas	City,	MO	
Gordon	Lambert,	Marion,	IL	
Joanne	Lerud-Heck,	Arvada,	CO	
George	Lund,	Overland	Park,	KS	
Gilbert	Mann,	Pensacola,	FL	
Sandy	and	Bob	Paschall,	O’Fallon	,	IL	

David	and	Martha	Romig,	Katy,	TX	
John	and	Charlene	Saur,	Iowa	City,	IA	
Peter	Smith	and	Mark	Dixon,	Odessa,	FL	
Donna	Steele-Wendling,	Brewton,	AL	
Jim	and	Jean	Tabor,	Independence,	MO	
Lee	Varvaro,	GilleRe,	WY	
Kay	Wade,	Torrance,	CA	
Barbara	Walden,	Indianapolis,	IN	
Stephen	and	Nancy	Zahniser,	Lawrence,	KS	
		
CONTRIBUTING	MEMBERS	
Anonymous	
Cameron	and	Britney	Argotsinger,	Atlanta,	GA	
Bill	and	Lela	Ayers,	Palmer,	AK	
John	and	Cheryl	Ballantyne,	BeRendorf,	IA	
Alma	Blair,	Lamoni,	IA	
Greg	and	Sue	Clark,	Independence,	MO	
Byron	Constance	and	Jane	Taylor,	Indepen-
dence,	MO	

Stephen	and	Stassi	Cramm,	St.	Charles,	MO	
James	and	Sharon	Craven,	St.	Peters,	MO	
James	and	Dena	DeVormer,	Rockford,	MI	
Gerald	and	Lois	Giddens,	San	Clemente,	CA	

Barbara	Gilbert,	Independence,	MO	
Steven	and	Madora	Graffeo,	Independence,	
MO	

Bruce	and	Janet	Graham,	Enfield,	CT	
Larry	Green,	Mondamin,	IA	
R.R.	and	Maxine	Greninger,	Miami,	OK	
Richard	and	Diana	Guthrie,	Mount	Hope,	KS	
Mary	Jacks,	Redmond,	OR	
Paul	and	Ann	Jernigan,	Mobile,	AL	
Richard	Kenney,	Rego	Park,	NY	
David	Kent,	Mount	Prospect,	IL	
BerneRa	and	Nels	Larsen,	Mesa,	AZ	
Charles	and	Patricia	Lindstrom,	Corryton,	TN	
John	and	Anina	Luff,	Odessa,	MO	
Frederick	and	Beverly	McKane,	Alton,	IL	
Mark	and	Kathryn	Minton,	Dallas,	TX	
Wilfred	and	LoreRa	Miyashiro,	Gardena,	CA	
Jerry	and	Sandra	Mogg,	St.	Joseph,	MO	
Don	and	Arlene	Pike,	Diamond	Bar,	CA	
Andrea	Read,	Independence,	MO	
Don	and	Evelyn	Richardson,	Nauvoo,	IL	
Faye	Shaw,	Holt,	FL	
Ron	and	Martha	Sherrard,	Louisville,	KY	
Steve	and	Joan	Smith,	SeaRle,	WA	
Mark	Soulliere,	Corning,	NY	
Pat	and	Judi	Spillman,	Independence,	MO	
Norman	and	Darleen	Swails,	Lee’s	Summit,	
MO	

Beverly	Tyree,	Iowa	City,	IA	
John	and	Gloria	Weese,	Columbus,	OH	
Clarice	Young,	Oakdale,	MN	

FRIEND	LEVEL	
Erma	Akey,	Boise,	ID	
Dolores	Allen,	Flint,	MI	
Janice	and	Jimmie	Andersen,	Council	Bluffs,	IA	
Dana	and	John	Anderson,	The	Plains,	OH	
Renae	and	Robert	Franks	Angeroth,	Pleasant	
Hill,	IA		

Dale	and	Juanita	Argotsinger,	Aurora,	CO	
Julia	Ashby,	Grant	City,	MO	
Lloyd	and	Elaine	Avery,	Cheboygan,	MI	
Charles	and	Sally	Baldwin,	Blue	Springs,	MO	
Shirley	and	Lyle	Bardsley,	Omaha,	NE	
Kent	and	Diane	BarneR,	Fremont,	CA	
Michael	and	Dian	Bates,	Wexford,	PA	
Eugene	and	Doris	Beach,	Cheboygan,	MI	
Tom	Beck,	Loveland,	CO	
Gary	and	Edith	Beebe,	Anaheim,	CA	
Steven	and	Vicki	Beebe,	Mayville,	MI	
Thomas	and	Kathleen	BenneR,	Independence,	
MO	

Geraldine	Bernadic,	Bradenton,	FL	
Barbara	Bernauer,	Kansas	City,	MO	
Richard	and	Tara	BeRs,	Lee’s	Summit,	MO	
Debra	and	Dennis	Bigger,	Croswell,	MI	
David	and	Joyce	Blair,	Louisville,	KY	

Your Contributions 
Can Help 

P e o p l e g i v e t o t h e 
Community of Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation for many 
reasons. 

Some give to honor and 
preserve church heritage. 

Some give because of 
spiritual experiences while 
visiting one of the sites. 

Some give to provide 
opportuni t ies for young 
people to learn and deepen 
their appreciation for church 
history. 

Some give in honor or 
memory of loved ones, past 
and present. 

No matter your reason for 
giving, we deeply appreciate 
your support. You can mail 
donations to P.O. Box 338, 
Nauvoo, IL 62354. You also 
can donate your gifts online at   
www.HistoricSitesFoundation 
.org.



David	BoRs,	Lee’s	Summit,	MO	
Howard	and	Junia	Braby,	Independence,	MO	
Don	and	Barbara	Breshears,	Lamoni,	IA	
David	and	Carolyn	Brock,	Redmond,	OR	
Charles	and	Edna	Brown,	Melbourne,	FL	
Jim	and	Beth	Brown,	Ormond	Beach,	FL	
Ruth	Ann	Brown,	Beardstown,	IL	
Audrey	Bryant,	Wellsburg,	WV	
Peter	and	Cherie	Buletza,	Ipswich,	MA	
Sharon	BurneR,	Sioux	City,	IA	
Roberta	Caldwell,	Croswell,	MI	
Carol	Cease	Campbell,	Fort	Gra-
7ot,	MI	

Kenneth	and	Cynthia	Campbell,	
Gainesville,	FL	

William	and	Patricia	Campbell,	
Auburn,	WA	

Brendan	and	Alexa	Cary,	Camden	
Point,	MO	

Charlie	and	Barbara	Carter,	Lee’s	
Summit,	MO	

Church	History	Library	c/o	A.	
Hennick,	Church	of	Jesus	Christ	
of	LaRer-day	Saints,	Salt	Lake	
City,	UT	

Ronald	and	Diane	Clark,	Blue	
Springs,	MO	

Carolyn	and	William	Cleveland,	
Dripping	Springs,	TX	

Larry	and	Cheryln	Cleveland,	
Kansas	City,	MO	

Richard	and	Louita	Clothier,	Lam-
oni,	IA	

Micheline	Coen,	Elkhart,	KS	
Maurice	and	Linda	Coffman,	Om-
aha,	NE	

Madeline	Sue	Coleman,	Simi	
Valley,	CA	

Hale,	Barbara	Collins,	Lamoni,	IA	
Ramona	and	Gary	Collins,	Kansas	
City,	MO	

Linda	Coltharp,	Independence,	
MO	

Anita	Colvin,	Sequim,	WA	
Clayton	and	Joann	Condit,	
Phoenix,	AZ	

Patricia	Constance,	Indepen-
dence,	MO	

Stan	and	Beverly	Corrington,	
University	Place,	WA	

David	CoRrell,	Orlando,	FL	
Beverly	Cullen,	Mesa,	AZ	
Penelope	Curry,	Apple	Valley,	MN	
Tillieann	Davidson,	Kirtland,	OH	
Daniel	Diem,	Evanston,	IL	
Melba	Jean	Dixon,	Farwell,	MI	
Richard	and	Sandra	Eaton,	Warrensburg,	MO	
Paul	and	Carolynn	Edwards,	Independence,	
MO	

BeRy	Ellis,	Brewton,	AL	

Cindie	and	Danny	Ellwanger,	Auburn,	WA	
Donald	and	Nancy	Evans,	Kennesaw,	GA	
Donald	and	Kathleen	Ewing,	Longmont,	CO	
David	Fanning	
Kirsten	Farmer	
Richard	and	Marla	Faszholz,	Berkeley,	CA	
Isabella	Fisher,	Independence,	MO	
Ann	Flores,	Burbank,	CA	
Gilbert	and	Bonnie	Fox,	East	Jordan,	MI	

Cynthia	Frerking,	Blue	Springs,	MO	
Sandra	Gamet,	Independence,	MO	
Brian	and	Cynthia	Gardner,	Columbia,	MO	
Arthur	Gardner,	Lamoni,	IA	
Mary	June	Garn,	CharloRe,	MI	
Carth	Garrison,	Jay,	FL	

Mildred	Gintz,	Torrance,	CA	
Russell	Godfrey,	Independence,	MO	
Barbara	Godwin,	Independence,	MO	
Robert	and	Cecile	Gough,	Derby,	KS	
Susan	Gregory,	Bend,	OR	
Deborah	Hanes,	Columbus,	OH	
Bobby	Hardin,	Saginaw,	MI	
Donna	Harper,	Kingsville,	MO	
Martha	Harper,	Lamoni,	IA	

David	Harrington	and	Carla	
			C	ross-Harrington,																														
				Shenandoah,	IA	
Glen	and	Joy	Harris,	Thousand									
					Oaks,	CA	
Ginny	Hart,	Independence,	MO	
Nick	and	Merilou	Hartwig,	Lam							
					oni,	IA	
David	and	Georgia	Higgins,																						
					Lakewood,	CA	
Vernon	Hill,	New	Brighton,	MN	
David	Hinkle,	Chicago,	IL	
Helen	Hinkle,	BeRendorf,	IA	
Leona	Hobbs,	Kingsville,	MO	
Bonnie	Hollar,	Fairfield,	IL	
Edith	Holmes,	Newbury	Park,	CA	
Patricia	Hope,	Baker,	FL	
Russell	and	Faye	Horne,	Cave													
					Creek,	AZ	
Richard	and	Barbara	Howard,												
						Independence,	MO	
Walter	and	Judith	Hunter,	Port								
					St.	Lucie,	FL	
Floyd	and	Verlyn	Hursh,	War																	
					rensburg,	MO	
Wendie	Jenkins,	Phoenix,	AZ	
Jane	Johnson,	Sanford,	MI	
Steve	Jones,	Lee’s	Summit,	MO	
Janice	Keairnes,	Lamoni,	IA	
Frederick	and	Joyce	Keenan,																
					Lee’s	Summit,	MO		
Roxy	Kellogg,	Independence,															
					MO	
Rachel	and	Daniel	Killebrew,																	
					Independence,	MO	
Marvin	and	Marion	Kleinau,																	
					Carbondale,	IL	
Michael	Klinebriel,	Logan,	OH	
William	Knapp,	Edwardsville,	IL	
Gerry	Knoeller,	St.	Louis,	MO	
Cynthia,	Kofford	
Bob	and	Diane	Kyser,	Indepen												
						dence,	MO	
Denise	Leichter,	Lake	Balboa,	CA	
Marvin	and	Milda	Lewis,	Inde													
							pendence,	MO	

Marion	Lindquist,	Danforth,	IL	
John	and	Dahna	Loeding,	Lapeer,	MI	
Richard	and	Helen	Long,	Mound	City,	KS	
Dale	and	Judith	Luffman,	Redmond,	OR	
Lach	and	Chris7n	Mackay,	Nauvoo,	IL	
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Snow	covered	the	gravesite	at	the	Joseph	Smith	Historic	Site	in	Nau-
voo,	Illinois,	with	a	peaceful	blanket.
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The	upper	room	of	the	Red	Brick	Store,	site	of	so	many	important	meetings	and	services	in	the	early	days	of	the	church,	was	a	
recent	gathering	place	for	Historic	Sites	Foundation	board	members	and	guests.	

Janice	and	John	Mader,	Lee’s	Summit,	MO	
Sherri	Mann,	Hartselle,	AL	
Jus7ce	and	Evelyn	Manning,	Daphne,	AL	
Sam	and	Pat	Marmoy,	Independence,	MO	
Roland	and	Elizabeth	Marolf,	Topeka,	KS	
Robert	and	Marianne	Mathena,	Omaha,	NE	
Russell	and	Dorothy	May,	Prairie	Village,	KS	
Anthony	and	Jeanie	Mayer,	Twin	Falls,	ID		
Cheryl	McGraw,	Prospect,	KY	
Marlene	McIntosh,	Springerton,	IL	
Gary	McLean,	St.	Paul,	MN	
Stan	and	Gail	Mengel,	Blue	Springs,	MO	
Ron	and	Caryn	Brown	Millard,	S7llwell,	KS	
Richard	and	Dana	Miller,	Kansas	City,	MO	
Ruth	Miluski,	Columbia,	MO	
Meredith	and	Brenda	Mitchell,	Cedar	Rapids,	
IA	

Betsy	Miyahira,	Honolulu,	HI	
Bruce	and	Sandy	Moore,	La	Verne,	CA	
Mike	Moores	
David	and	Jacqueline	Mueller,	Tallahassee,	FL	

Jeanne	Murphey,	Glen	Carbon,	IL	
Donald	and	Geraldine	Myers,	Portage,	MI	
Chris7na	Nagel,	Independence,	MO		
Bill	and	Sandra	Naylor,	Independence,	MO	
Cindy	Neilson	
Norman	and	Mary	Nichols,	Fremont,	IN	
John	and	Mary	Lou	Noble,	Punta	Gorda,	FL	
Dorothy	Noel,	Winnetka,	CA	
Phyllis	O’Daniels,	Creston,	IA	
Terrence	and	Patricia	O’Leary,	St.	Augus7ne,	
FL	

Sally	Oehring,	Lincoln,	NE	
Richard	and	Carolyn	O7s,	Iowa	City,	IA	
Steve	OReson,	Redmond,	WA	
Lee	and	Karen	Ourth,	Nauvoo,	IL	
Carole	Outhouse,	San	Diego,	CA	
William	and	Ila	Palmer,	New	Port	Richey,	FL	
Alice	and	James	Parker,	Magnolia,	AR	
Brenda	Parkes,	Overland	Park,	KS	
Carole	Parson,	St.	Joseph,	MO	
Ralph	and	Judith	Paulson,	Mount	Pleasant,	WI	

Stephen	and	Mary	Ann	Pomeroy,	Bellevue,	
WA	

Larkin	and	Kelly	Powell,	Lincoln,	NE	
Daniel	and	Angele	Proctor,	Keokuk,	IA	
Thomas	and	Roberta	Rastle,	Escondido,	CA	
Gerald	and	Cynthia	Ray,	Marion,	IL	
Linda	Read,	Independence,	MO	
Terry	and	Carol	Reiff,	Whitehall,	MT	
Gordon	and	Sue	Rhine,	Marion,	IL	
Linda	Rice,	Carrollton,	GA	
Linda	RickeRs,	Mesa,	AZ	
Allen	Rogers,	Kansas	City,	MO	
Eric	Rogers	
Larry	and	Judy	Rolls7n,	Albuquerque,	NM	
Blake	and	Lori	Rosbury,	Louisville,	KY	
Reed	Russell	
Larry	and	Audrey	Sanderson,	Port	Ludlow,	WA	
Delores	Schiefelbein,	Janesville,	WI	
Martha	Schmidgall,	Avon,	IN	
Chris	and	Terry	ScoR,	Independence,	MO	
Patricia	ScoR	
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Thomas	Scranton,	Lee’s	
Summit,	MO	

Gael	Self,	Oviedo,	FL	
Ward	and	Donnie	Serig,	
Pensacola,	FL	

Howard	and	Thelma	Sheehy	
Jr.,	Independence,	MO	

Kathleen	Shockley,	Indepen-
dence,	MO	

Bob	and	MarJean	Shute,	
Kansas	City,	MO	

Mary	Smith,	Idaho	Falls,	ID	
Wallace	and	Anne	Smith,	
Lee’s	Summit,	MO	

Eldred	Spain,	Gilbert,	AZ	
Shirley	Spray,	Mt.	Pleasant,	
IA	

Debra	Stephens,	Honey	
Creek,	IA	

BeRy	and	Ken	Stobaugh,	
Independence,	MO	

Norma	Storms,	Raytown,	
MO	

Brian	Stutzman	
Greg	Sutherland,	Ellston,	IA	
Joyce	Swails,	St.	Charles,	MO	
William	and	Koni	Tabor,	Peculiar,	MO	
David	and	Vickie	Thatcher,	Riverside,	MO	
David	and	Judith	Thompson,	Burlingame,	KS	
Richard	and	Doris	Thompson,	Buckner,	MO	
Ardice	Toepfer,	Ypsilan7,	MI	
Frederick	and	Zahra	Troeh,	Seneca,	KS	
Wilma	Urbaniak,	Pensacola,	FL	
Glenna	Van	Buskirk,	S7llwater,	OK	
Dolores	Vest,	Pensacola,	FL	
Dale	and	Esther	Volz,	Minden	City,	MI	
Dale	and	Erma	Warren,	Fairfield,	IL	
Jerry	and	Shaunna	Webb,	Tus7n,	CA	
Mary	Welton,	Peoria,	AZ	
Eleanor	West,	Boyne	City,	MI	
Floyd	and	Dorothy	Wheat,	St.	Joseph,	MO	
Nolan	and	Deann	White,	Lakeland,	FL	
Dan	and	Elizabeth	WhiRemore,	Denver,	CO	
Joyce	Wilcox,	La	Mesa,	CA	
David	and	Sharyn	Wiley,	Portage,	MI	
Jerry	and	Barbara	Wiley,	Independence,	MO	
Larry	and	Dorcas	Wilkinson,	Cascade,	CO	
Ralph	and	Carolyn	Williams,	Independence,	
MO	

Woody	Wilson,	Fairland,	OK	
Dennis	Wise	
Dennis	and	Sharon	Wood,	Kansas	City,	MO	
Susan	Woods,	Edmond,	OK	
Lynda	Yarrington,	Independence,	MO	
Alan	and	Catherine	Zahniser,	Lee’s	Summit,	
MO	

OTHER	GIFTS	
Fay	Andrews,	Tallahassee,	FL	

Liberty	 Hall	 in	
Lamoni,	 Iowa,	
received	oodles	
of	 tender,	 lov-
ing	 care	 over	
the	 summer	
from	 several	
G r a c e l a n d	
U n i v e r s i t y	
students,	 in-
cluding	 Nicole	
Snider.	In	addi-
tion	 the	 Com-
m u n i t y	 o f	
Christ	 RV	 As-
s o c i a t i o n	
stopped	 and	
made	 signiQi-
cant	 improve-
ments	 to	 the	
appearance	 of	
the	 h i s tor i c	
home	 and	 its	
grounds.
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Network	for	Good,	Anonymous	
Ralph	Aona,	Kaneohe,	HI	
Mona	Jean	Arceo,	Knoxville,	TN	
Carol	Armstrong,	Independence,	MO	
Dwight	and	Rochelle	Arnold,	Chariton,	IA	
Carrie	Ball,	Lincoln,	NE	
Jeremy	and	Ava	Bap7st,	Overland	Park,	KS	
R.G.	and	Elizabeth	Barbour,	Mobile,	AL	
Randy	Beilstein,	Greenville,	PA	
Ronald	and	Elaine	Benevides,	Fall	River,	MA	
Dana	and	Diane	Billings,	Hebron,	CT	
Jack	Braby,	Hun7ngton	Beach,	CA	
Kenneth	and	Jean	Brookens,	Independence,	
MO	

Mary	Ellen	Bullard,	Midland,	MI	
Vicki	Cash,	Independence,	MO	
Sue	Dillon,	Land	O’Lakes,	FL	
Glen	and	Barbara	Dotson,	Phoenix,	AZ	
Connie	Elgan,	Independence,	MO	
Norma	Elgan,	Independence,	MO	
James	and	Judith	Estes,	St.	Joseph,	MO	
Glenn	and	Janet	Everhart,	Warrensburg,	MO	
Dean	Faust,	Des	Moines,	IA	
Donna	Foster,	Largo,	FL	
Dan	French,	Gladwin,	MI	
Tommy	and	Jackie	Fuller,	Grandview,	MO	
Frances	Garrison,	Kansas	City,	MO	
Cheryl	Groh,	Waterford,	MI	
David	and	Joan	Guthrie,	Johnstown,	CO	
Nancy	Hadsell,	Pflugerville,	TX	
Karen	Haering	
Ronald	and	Joyce	Harmon,	Lagrange,	OH	
Carol	Harrison,	MerriR,	MI	
Kevin	Hatch	
Jennifer	Hixon,	Irontown,	OH	
Jerry	Howard,	Fort	Wayne,	IN	
Chad	and	Mary	Jendrey,	Phoenix,	AZ	
Viola	Jensen,	Livermore,	CA	
Darrel	and	Marilyn	Kelty,	Rosemead,	CA	
Ken	and	Joyce	Kinzer,	Woodbine,	IA	
Catherine	Loving,	St.	Louis,	MO	
Don	MacDonald,	Clare,	MI	
James	and	Kathleen	Mayer,	Saginaw,	MI	
Carrol	McCans,	Surprise,	AZ	
Jane	McDonald	
Joyce	Moses,	University	Park,	IA	
Eva	North,	Nelsonville,	OH	
Kathryn	Nowlin,	Lamoni,	IA	
Lindsay	Park	
Max	and	Cindy	PiR,	Lamoni,	IA	
Joan	and	Jerry	PraR,	Independence,	MO	
Kathy	Robinson,	Independence,	MO	
Ron	and	Ann	Sanson,	Orange	City,	IA	
Greg	and	Becky	Savage,	Lee’s	Summit,	MO	
Robert	and	Por7a	Stanke,	Independence,	MO	
Alvin	Stevens,	Edwards,	MO	
Jack	and	Ginny	Tigner,	Coleman,	MI	
Richard	and	Marjorie	Troeh,	Independence,	
MO	

Barbara	Vinck,	Independence,	MO	

Eleanor	Wagner,	Delta,	CO	
Robert	and	Janet	Webster,	Solon,	IA	
Merlin	and	Shirley	White,	Savannah,	MO	
Jane	Williams,	Phoenix,	AZ	
Kenny	Wilson,	Nevada,	MO	
Jane	Worlund,	Bow,	WA	
Ina	Worthington,	Cheboygan,	MI	
Cheryl	A.	Yost,	Lincoln,	CA	

COMMUNITY	OF	CHRIST	REUNIONS,	
MISSION	CENTERS,	AND	CONGREGATIONS	
Florida	Mission	Center	Winter	Reunion	
Grandview	Storytellers,	Grandview,	MO	
Har_ord	Congrega7on,	Har_ord,	CT	
Nauvoo	Congrega7on,	Nauvoo,	IL	
Orange	Congrega7on,	Orange,	CA	
Pacific	Southwest	Interna7onal	Mission	Cen-
ter,	CA	

Pensacola	Congrega7on,	Pensacola,	FL	
Prairie	Bluff	USA	Mission	Center	Reunion	
Samish	Island	Reunion,	WA	
Simi	Valley	Storytellers,	CA	
Stone	Church	Storytellers,	Independence,	MO	
Temple	City	Congrega7on,	CA	
Upland	Shamrock	Ministries,	CA	
Village	Heights	Storytellers,	Independence,	
MO	

RESTRICTED	DONATIONS	
JOSEPH	SMITH	HISTORIC	SITE	
Leonard	and	Claudia	Mussell,	Chatsworth,	CA	
Gerald	Scranton,	Independence,	MO	

KIRTLAND	TEMPLE	

Anonymous	
Karl	and	Joyce	Anderson,	Lyndhurst,	OH	
Don	Brown,	Heber,	AZ	
Robert	and	Sharon	Clothier	(Trust),	Indepen-
dence,	MO	

Harley	Griffith	
Kris7ne	Haglund	
Jeffrey	Krey	
Jerry	and	Sandra	Mogg,	St.	Joseph,	MO	
Rebecca	Roesler	
Mark	Steele,	Dresden,	Ontario,	Canada	
Barbara	Walden,	Indianapolis,	IN	

LIBERTY	HALL	
Martha	Harper,	Lamoni,	IA	
Steve	and	Joan	Smith	,	SeaRle,	WA	

RESTRICTED	PROJECTS	
Kent	Brooner	and	Associates,	St.	Joseph,	MO	
Kenneth	Berg,	Onalaska,	WI	
David	Dixon,	Tempe,	AZ	
Myra	and	Fred	EllioR,	Peoria,	IL	
Terry	Faul	and	Associates,	Stewartsville,	MO	
Robert	Mell,	Long	Beach,	CA	
Jeffery	and	Susan	Naylor,	Oak	Hill,	VA	
Carole	Parson,	St.	Joseph,	MO	
Eric	and	April	Perry,	Provo,	UT	
LaDon	Piepergerdes,	Independence,	MO	
Gerald	Scranton,	Independence,	MO	
Bill	and	Carol	Wynder,	Cypress,	CA	

KIRTLAND	TEMPLE	
PRESERVATION	FOUNDATION		
Marilyn	Myers,	Lawrence,	KS	

GIFTS	IN	HONOR	OF	THE	FOLLOWING	
INDIVIDUALS	
June	Stretch		
Zava	Hromek		
Tim	Baller	
John	Wardrop	
Barbara	Walden	
E.Y.	Hunter		
Ron	Romig	
Gail	Gohn	
Midlands	Mission	Center	Youth	Caravan	
Opal	Williams	
Stephen	Pike	
Don	Bowman	
Lois	Anderson	
Tom	Kimball	and	Kelly	McAfee	Wedding	

THANKS	FOR	DESIGNATING	BIRTHDAY	AND	
WEDDING	GIFTS	TO	THE	FOUNDATION	
Tom	Scranton	(birthday)	
Art	Smith	(birthday)	
Keith	McMillan	(birthday)	

SPECIAL	THANKS	
Robert	and	Sharon	Clothier	(Trust),	Indepen-
dence,	MO	

Get Ready 
for World Conference 

History lovers will delight 
in the Community of Christ 
World Conference April 5–13 
in Independence, Missouri. 

A Storytellers event will 
run from 3:00–4:45 p.m., 
Saturday, April 6, in the 
Temple, which will mark the 
25th anniversary of its dedi-
cation during the Confer-
ence. 

In addition the founda-
tion will run a booth at the 
Village Expo in the Lower 
Assembly Room of the Audi-
torium and sponsor two lun-
cheons.



THE FORUM                                     SPRING 2019

8

By	Greg	Clark	
“Zion	 Past	 and	 Present”	 was	 the	 ofEicial	 theme	 of	 the	

Community	of	Christ	Historic	Site	Foundation’s	fall	bus	tour.	
But	 board	member	 Sally	 Roth	 said	 the	 travelers	 succinctly	
dubbed	it	“Reunion	on	Wheels.”	

“We	had	a	great	bus	tour.	Truly	zionic,”	Roth	said.	“It	was	
more	 than	 50	 people	 coming	 together	 as	 a	 very	 cohesive	
group.”	

That	experience	wasn’t	lost	on	Tim	and	Sharon	Sullivan	
of	Overland	Park,	Kansas.	Originally	they	had	no	plans	to	go.	
But	 they	 ended	 up	 with	 free	 tickets	 when	 a	 friend	 had	 to	
cancel	because	of	physical	problems.	

Tim	and	Sharon	each	started	with	concerns,	but	the	at-
mosphere	 on	 the	 bus	 quickly	 resolved	 them.	 The	 result:	 “I	
think	(the	tour)	gave	me	a	deeper	appreciation	of	the	sacri-
Eices	 others	 made	 to	 get	 our	 World	 Church	 to	 where	 it	 is	
now,”	Tim	said.	“And	it	gave	me	more	knowledge	of	the	back-
ground	of	our	church.”	

Along	 the	 way,	 they	 experienced	 history	 through	 the	
Kirtland	 Temple	 in	 Ohio;	 the	 Joseph	 Smith	 Historic	 Site	 in	
Nauvoo,	 Illinois;	 the	 Plano	 Stone	 Church	 in	 Illinois;	 Liberty	
Hall	in	Lamoni,	Iowa;	and	the	Temple	in	Independence,	Mis-
souri.	

Even	more,	they	experienced	the	stories	of	several	other	
attempts	to	create	heaven	on	Earth.	The	October	tour	intro-
duced	 the	 travelers	 to	 modern-day	 communities	 that	 are	
passionate	 about	 living	 the	 gospel	 through	 communal	
lifestyles.	 Examples	 included	 worship	 at	 a	 Benedictine	
monastery,	a	visit	 to	a	Bruderhof	community	 in	rural	Penn-
sylvania,	an	eco-village	in	northern	Missouri,	a	Shaker	com-
munity	in	Kentucky,	and	Harmonists	in	Indiana.	

Before	 leaving,	 Sharon	 had	 qualms	 about	 keeping	 up	
with	 others	 “because	 I’m	 kind	 of	 sedentary.	 But	 it	 worked	
out	great.	When	we	got	out	and	walked	the	tour,	they	divided	
us	up	between	those	who	were	more	athletic	or	casual.	We	
didn’t	miss	anything.”	

For	 Tim,	 pre-travel	 worries	 centered	 on	 Eitting	 in	 be-
cause	they	didn’t	know	anyone	else	well.	

He	 soon	 learned	 that	 folks	 came	 from	 near	 and	 far,	
places	 such	 as	 California,	 Utah,	 Missouri,	 Washington,	 and	
Florida.	 “It	 worked	 out	 Eine,”	 he	 said.	 “When	 you	 worship	
with	 people,	 pray	 with	 people,	 and	 hear	 about	 their	 con-
cerns,	you	grow	together.	There	was	a	man	with	blood	clot.	
We	were	praying	with	him.	We	got	close	to	each	other.”	

He	 added	 that	 bus	 seats	 switched	 every	 day,	 enabling	
people	to	get	to	know	each	other.	

Sharon	 especially	 enjoyed	 visiting	 the	 Bruderhof	 com-
munity.	She	said	 it	has	about	200	members.	They	turn	over	
all	 assets	 to	 the	 community,	which	 in	 turn	 cares	 for	 all	 the	
members’	needs.	

For	Tim,	the	best	part	of	the	trip	was	the	Kirtland	Tem-
ple.	 “I	had	this	anticipation.	 I	 felt	 the	Spirit	 the	moment	we	

got	there.	We	had	a	Communion	service	there.	I’d	heard	peo-
ple	talk	about	it	for	years,	and	for	me	it	measured	up	to	the	
reputation.”	

The	trip’s	impact	continued	to	be	felt	after	they	returned	
home.	They	soon	found	themselves	recounting	their	experi-
ences	as	part	of	a	Sunday	school	class.	 	Also	their	congrega-
tion	in	Olathe,	Kansas,	was	preparing	for	an	evangelist	bless-
ing.	“I	felt	like	it	prepared	me	for	the	blessing	because	I	was	
so	struck	with	the	hospitality,	the	giving,	and	what	our	peo-
ple	 went	 through,”	 Sharon	 explained.	 “That	 made	 the	 con-
gregational	blessing	more	meaningful.”	

It	also	was	meaningful	for	Barb	Walden,	executive	direc-
tor	of	the	foundation	and	a	veteran	of	many	tours.	“Halfway	
through	the	tour,	Peter	Smith	and	I	were	trying	to	Eigure	out	
what	 it	was	 that	was	different.	At	 end	of	 the	 tour	 a	 gentle-
man	 came	 up	 to	me	 and	 said,	 ‘This	 was	 best	 vacation	 I’ve	
ever	 had.	 My	 mind,	 body,	 and	 spirit	 were	 rested	 and	 nur-
tured.’”	

Barb	also	mentioned	experiences	while	 traveling:	 “Peo-
ple	 talked	about	 living	out	values.	 	What	am	I	doing?	What	
am	I	doing	in	my	neighborhood?	What	am	I	doing	as	a	disci-
ple	of	Christ?	

“Later	 a	woman	 shared	 about	her	past	 challenges	with	
addiction.	In	sharing	she	was	offering	her	ministry	to	anyone	
there	who	 suffered	 from	addictions	 or	 knew	 someone	who	
suffered	from	addictions.	That	moment	made	this	a	success-
ful	bus	tour.	It	gave	me	hope	for	our	faith	community	as	well	
as	the	foundation.”	

‘Reunion on Wheels’ Leaves Big Impression
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Elliotts 
Continued	from	page	1	

needed	maintenance	to	the	Plano	Stone	Church.	
All	of	that	comes	with	sacriEice.	The	Elliotts,	both	in	their	

early	70s,	make	multiple	trips	(27	to	Nauvoo	in	2018),	often	
staying	several	days	at	a	time.	“We	put	roughly	10,000	miles	a	
year	on	the	car	going	back	and	forth,”	Fred	said.		

Myra	credits	her	start	 in	voluntarism	a	few	years	ago	to	
former	site	worker	Linda	Etchison.	

“We	became	good	friends,	and	she	knew	I	was	working	in	
a	 library.	She	knew	the	condition	of	 the	Nauvoo	Library	and	
how	long	it	had	been	since	someone	took	care	of	it.	She	invit-
ed	me	 to	 come	down	and	do	 it.	 And	 I	 just	 love	 that	 kind	of	
work.”	

Soon	Myra	 found	 herself	 in	 Nauvoo	 about	 two	weeks	 a	
month.	

Fred	noticed.	
“I	started	volunteering	because	my	wife	was	abandoning	

me,	 going	 to	 Nauvoo	 and	 leaving	me	 home,”	 he	 joked.	 “She	
said	why	don’t	you	come	on	down.”	

So	he	did,	planning	to	help	with	site	maintenance.	 	They	
stayed	 right	 next	 to	 the	 historic	 site’s	 Wright	 House.	 Myra	
commented	 that	 the	 house	 was	 in	 trouble.	 	 Fred	 looked	 it	
over	and	said,	“I	think	we	can	Eix	this.”	

The	 Eirst	 thing	 they	needed	 to	do	was	 Eix	a	sagging	ceil-
ing.		

He	joined	other	workers	and	volunteers	in	lifting	the	ceil-
ing	almost	two	inches,	putting	in	supports	and	struts.		

“That	led	us	then	to	repairing	the	Eloors	and	taking	loose	
plaster	 off	 the	 walls,”	 Fred	 said.	 “We	 found	 some	 original	
woodwork.	We	ended	up	replastering	the	entire	wall	and	put	
the	original	woodwork	up	again.”		

Myra	 said	 that’s	when	 their	 volunteer	 efforts	 “exploded	
into	something	much	bigger.	Now	there	are	times	when	I	ac-
tually	help	with	restoration	of	the	houses,	working	on	design-
ing	the	kitchens.”	

Meanwhile,	her	library	work	has	expanded	all	the	way	to	
Kirtland,	562	miles	from	Peoria.	“When	they	moved	into	the	
new	 Visitors	 Center,	 there	 was	 no	 organization	 with	 the	
books	 whatsoever,”	 she	 said.	 “So	 it	 took	 three	 or	 four	 trips	
when	 I	 Einally	 said,	 ‘Now	 it’s	 starting	 to	 look	 like	 a	 library.’	
That	was	a	signiEicant	thing	to	me.	Now	I’m	seeing	order	out	
of	chaos.”	

Lach	 praised	 her	work.	 “Her	 attention	 to	 detail	 is	 stun-
ning,	and	her	organizational	skills	are	among	the	best	I	have	
ever	 encountered.	 Spending	 so	 much	 time	 in	 Nauvoo	 and	
Kirtland	has	gotten	her	interested	in	historical	interpretation,	
and	she	is	now	training	to	give	tours	in	Nauvoo.”		

Myra	still	has	more	work	to	do	with	the	libraries,	Fred	is	
looking	ahead	to	restoring	another	house,	and	he’s	preparing	
for	some	signiEicant	work	in	Plano,	where	squirrels	caused	a	
lot	of	damage.	

Lach	mentioned	one	of	Fred’s	strongest	attributes:	“With	
a	background	in	electrical	engineering	and	following	a	career	
with	Caterpillar…he	is	one	of	those	rare	individuals	who	will	
look	at	a	problem	and	talk	about	all	the	ways	it	can	be	Eixed,	
vs.	focusing	on	all	the	reasons	it	can't	be	done.”	

When	 asked	why	 they	 volunteer,	 Fred	 admitted	 that	 he	
likes	the	challenge	of	Eiguring	out	how	to	do	something.	Myra	
added:	“I	come	because	I	want	to	help.	The	number	of	hours	
is	not	important	to	me.”	

She	added	that	in	their	retirement	volunteering	“keeps	us	
active,	more	 alive,	more	 involved.	 Everybody	 has	 skills	 that	
are	needed	in	some	way	for	the	beneEit	of	others.	It’s	good	for	
your	emotional,	spiritual,	mental	health.”	

And	volunteers	deEinitely	are	needed.	
“Historic	sites	have	always	counted	on	volunteers	to	op-

erate,”	 Lach	 said,	 “and	with	 the	 current	 Einancial	 pressures,	
we	 depend	 on	 them	 like	 never	 before.	 We	 are	 profoundly	
grateful	 for	 the	 Elliotts	 and	 for	 all	 those	 who	 donate	 their	
time…to	help	us	share	the	sacred	story	with	those	seeking	to	
learn	more.”	
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Make a Donation, 
Aid Preservation 

Preserving and sharing 
church heritage and telling the 
sacred story of our journey is a 
privilege and a responsibility. 

To help the Community of 
Christ Historic Sites Foundation 
fulfill that mission, call (217) 
453-2246 to make a donation. 

Another alternative is to 
send donations to P.O. Box 338, 
Nauvoo, IL 62354. 

You also can donate at   
www.H i s to r i c S i t e sFounda 
tion.org. 

Volunteers Needed 
To volunteer at a historic 

site supported by the Communi-
ty of Christ Historic Sites Foun-
dation, call Lachlan Mackay at 
(217) 453-2246 or email him at 
lmackay@CofChrist.org.

Community of Christ 
Historic Sites Foundation 
P.O. Box 338 
Nauvoo, IL 62354

Holy Land 
Continued	from	page	1	

Tour 
Details 

Main Tour: October 22–31, 
2019, $3,998 per person, dou-
ble occupancy with air fare 
from New York. 

Pre-tour: October 20–23, 
$998 plus $138 visa, tips, and 
taxes. 

Post-tour: October 30–No-
vember 4, $1,098 plus $138 
visa, tips, and taxes. 

Highlights: Jerusalem, nu-
merous biblical sites, the Dead 
Sea, and much more. 

Contact: For more informa-
tion, contact Barb Walden at 
bwalden@historicsitesfounda-
tion.org. 

much	 of	 the	 Commu-
nity	 of	 Christ	 legacy	
in	 the	 Holy	 Land.	
They’ll	 also	 experi-
ence	 the	 opportunity	
to	delve	into	a	deeper	
spirituality	 by	 con-
necting	 the	 stories	 of	
the	Bible	with	tales	of	
Community	 of	 Christ	
missionaries.	

They’ll	 learn	 of	
church	members’	efforts,	dating	from	the	
1840s,	 to	 start	 a	 school,	 cope	 with	 cul-
tural	 differences,	 and	 perform	 baptisms	
in	the	Jordan	River.	

They’ll	 also	 review	 the	 legacy	 of	
blueberry	 farmers,	 passionate	 about	 es-
tablishing	Zion,	who	sailed	from	Maine	in	
the	 1860s	 on	 a	 mission	 to	 reunite	 the	
tribes	 of	 Israel.	 Though	 their	 efforts	
failed,	some	remained	and	helped	start	a	
tourism	market	that	still	thrives	today.	

“Though	 many	 disciples	 know	 a	 lot	
about	the	role	of	Jesus	in	the	Holy	Land,	
far	 fewer	 are	 familiar	with	 our	 church’s	
history	 roots	 there,”	 said	 Barbara	
Walden,	executive	director	of	the	founda-

tion. 
  In	 short,	 partici-
pants	 will	 receive	 a	
special	 opportunity	
to	 extend	 their	 un-
derstanding	 of	 Bibli-
cal	history	and	put	 it	
into	 the	 context	 of	
life	 in	 their	 church	
today.	 Along	 the	way	
they’re	 also	 likely	 to	
p i ck	 up	 ins igh t s	

about	 the	 tensions	 and	 blessings	 of	 the	
area	in	today’s	world.	

A	 highlight	 will	 be	 time	 spent	 in	
Jerusalem.	 “We	 will	 spend	 a	 couple	 of	
days…discovering	 the	 sites,	 sounds,	 and	
foods	of	the	Old	City,”	Walden	said. 

The	 pre-	 and	 post-tour	 options	will	
make	the	trip	even	more	enticing. 

“In	 addition	 to	 the	 nine-day	 tour	 of	
the	 Holy	 Land,”	 Walden	 said,	 “we	 will		
offer	a	pre-tour	excursion	 to	 Jordan	and	
Petra	 that	 includes	 a	 night	 at	 the	 Dead	
Sea.	We	will	also	offer	a	post-tour	excur-
sion	that’s	a	Eive	day	tour	of	Egypt.	It	will	
include	seeing	the	pyramids	and	a	cruise	
on	the	Nile.	How	exciting	is	that!” 

mailto:bwalden@historicsitesfoundation.org
mailto:bwalden@historicsitesfoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSites
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSites
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
mailto:bwalden@historicsitesfoundation.org
mailto:bwalden@historicsitesfoundation.org

